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Title: Barriers to Effective Integration of Preventive Oral Health Services in the Pediatric Primary Care Setting: Results from an Online Survey in Washington County, Oregon
Significance to Public Health: Early childhood caries (ECC), or tooth decay, is the most common chronic disease of children aged six to eleven. 
Background and Rationale for the Project: The objective of this study was to identify barriers to integration of First Tooth (FT) — an Oregon-specific oral health prevention program — in the pediatric primary care setting. The identification of barriers will inform system improvements to support oral health integration in pediatric primary care settings. 
Methods: In December 2015, a questionnaire was distributed to 27 primary care organizations that serve residents of Washington County. The questionnaire evaluated: 1) FT Training, 2) oral health preventive service integration, 3) success and barriers to FT integration, and 4) desire to participate in collaborative efforts to address barriers.  
Results: The survey had a response rate of 74% (N=20). Thirty-five percent (n=7) of survey respondents reported being trained in FT. The most common preventive service offered by trained agencies was “referral to dental provider” and “Fluoride varnish” (86%, n=6). The most common preventive service offered by untrained agencies was “referral to dental provider” (77%, n=10). The most common response for resources facilitating successful integration was “appropriate training” (57%, n=4). The most common barrier to integration was “workforce capacity” (71%, n=5). Thirty-three percent of respondents expressed interest in participating in collaborative efforts to improve FT integration. Questionnaire feedback led to the formation of a temporary workgroup and pilot project to address identified barriers through a collaborative problem-solving process.
Implications for Practice: Stakeholder input regarding barriers to successful program integration can help to improve integration strategies and solidify stakeholder engagement in collaborative problem-solving efforts. These findings may be used to strengthen integration of preventive oral health services in similar communities across the United States. 


