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Title: My Meal Detective, a Foodborne Illness Campaign
Significance to public health: The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) performs a vital role in educating licensed food facilities on how to prevent foodborne illness, and performing outbreak investigations when it does arise.  Consumer education and accessibility of reporting illnesses sometimes falls short.
Background and rationale for the project: Public education is crucial for consumers and potential employees in licensed food facilities. This project aimed at decreasing foodborne illness in the Commonwealth through means of education and awareness.
Methods: The Office of Environmental Health Services (OEHS) was able to utilize grant funding and existent VDH resources to generate the “My Meal Detective” campaign.  It included the creation of seven short videos on the risk factors of foodborne illness; updating VDH Food Safety website materials; updating the online foodborne illness reporting system; and marketing to Virginia residents. 
Results: The My Meal Detective campaign reached 650,000 Virginia residents via paid advertisements, increased the visit activity to the VDH Food Safety website, shared by VDH sponsored social media sites, and was headlined in stories run by local news agencies. It is estimated that the message was reached by one million Virginians. Additionally, the increased awareness led to an increase in foodborne illness reports, and better data being provided. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Implications for practice:  To continue working at decreasing foodborne illness, VDH must continue to provide: 1) awareness of food safety programs; 2) offer educational opportunities and basic food safety tips; 3) maintain an easily accessible means of reporting foodborne illness; and 4) serve as a constant resource for Virginians.


