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Title: Expanding Voices and Participation with Community-Facilitated Focus Groups for Community Health Needs Assessments 

Significance to Public Health: Community-facilitated focus groups can serve as an integral part of the Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) to assist stakeholders in understanding health issues meaningful to local residents.
Background and Rationale for the Project: Local health departments pursuing accreditation may conduct triennial CHNAs with not-for-profit hospitals seeking to fulfill new requirements under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Community-facilitated focus groups serve as an avenue to contextualize health data.  
Methods: Questions in plain language were designed by the CHNA Core Team to address broad health issues. A standard template was developed to collect participant demographics and qualitative data. Organizations identified by zip code and service population hosted focus groups and recruited residents. Participants were medically underserved, low-income, living with chronic diseases, and from diverse racial groups. Rather than being conducted by outside evaluators, organization’s staff received focus groups facilitation training. All focus groups were held in unobserved environments, which provided safe spaces for open discussions. Central themes were determined from responses and measured for frequency across groups. 
Results: Twenty-nine focus groups comprised of 347 residents ranging from ages 18 to 88 attended. Participants identified concerns relating to social determinants of health. The three predominant issues that emerged were violence and injury (68.9%, n=20), built environment (62.0%, n=18), and youth development (55.1%, n=16). Data from the California Department of Public Health supported that these issues disproportionately affect the area’s population when compared to other counties in the region and state. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Implications for Practice: Providing opportunities for community-based organizations to facilitate focus groups allows more authentic information to be collected and is a crucial tool to incorporate into CHNAs. Stakeholders are provided with valuable community-driven information to craft cross-sector strategies in improving health outcomes. 


