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Pericardial Effusion and Malignancy

Pericardial effusion in
malighancy has many
causes

Radiation therapy
Chemotherapy
Infections

Primary or metastatic
tumor involvement

— Malignant Pericardial
Effusion (MPE)

Mormal Heart
and Pericardium

Pericardium With
Pericordiol Efusion




MPE: Importance

e 25% of patients with
cardiac metastatic
disease develop MPE

e Source cancer often
lung, breast, melanoma,
leukemia, lymphoma

e Crucial marker for
Prognosis

— Median survivl 2-5
months after diagnosis



Why a Code for MPE?

Currently dx falls under 131.1, “pericardial
effusion (non-inflammatory)

— Code 131.1 is nonspecific and encompasses multiple
causes of pericardial effusion, each with different
prognosis and care

MPE has unique pathology and pathophysiology

Separate code allows rapid identification of
crucial prognostic marker
— Aid in Advanced Care Planning

Allows tracking, monitoring, and reporting for
cancer registries
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