The 1997 National Nursing Home Survey (NNHS)

Data and Documentation Information

The 1997 NNHS data are displayed under the following format:

ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_Statistics/NCHS/Datasets/NNHS/nnhs97

Contains 3 separate data folders and README97_rev051507.DOC. The readme file provides a description of the data files and documentation available from the survey.

Text_ASCII

Tab_Delimited

SAS_Data

README97_rev051507.DOC
Folder: Text_ASCII

ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_Statistics/NCHS/Datasets/NNHS/nnhs97/Text_ASCII/

Contains ASCII Fixed Format data files as well as SAS and SPSS input statements. SAS and SPSS input statements can be used to convert fixed format files into SAS or SPSS data files.

File Name              File Description              

NNHS97_rev051107.zip   NNHS dataset files            

The data file (NNHS97_rev051107.zip) will expand to include the following: 

FACILITY.ASC        
Fixed Format                                  

CR97_rev051007.ASC     
Fixed Format                 

DR97_rev051007.ASC     
Fixed Format                 

The dataset files listed have been compressed into separate files. To load and expand them, use a ZIP extraction program (such as PKZIP) to install this data in a directory (folder) on your hard drive.  

Sub-folders

SAS Input Statements

FQ97SASINPT_050407.SAS

CR97SASINPT_050407.SAS

DR97SASINPT_050907.SAS

SPSS Input Statements

FQ97INPT.SPS

CR97INPT_050907.SPS

DR97INPT_050907.SPS

Folder: Tab_Delimited*
ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_Statistics/NCHS/Datasets/NNHS/nnhs97/Tab_Delimited/

Contains Tab_Delimited files that can be imported in various software packages such as Excel, SAS, STATA, SPSS, etc.

File Name        

File Description              

FQ97PUB.TXT


Tab Delimited(Facility)

CR97PUB_051007tab.TXT
Tab Delimited(Current Resident)

DR97PUB_051107tab.TXT
Tab Delimited(Discharges)

*See the technical note at the end of this document regarding the use of tab-delimited files.
Folder: SAS_Data

ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_Statistics/NCHS/Datasets/NNHS/nnhs97/SAS_Data/

Contains SAS version 8.2 Data 

File Name         

File Description              

FQ97PUB.SAS7BDAT


SAS Data(Facility)

CR97PUB_rev051007.SAS7BDAT
SAS Data(Current Resident)

DR97PUB_rev051107.SAS7BDAT
SAS Data(Discharges)

The documentation files for the 1997 NNHS dataset are located at:

ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_Statistics/NCHS/Dataset_Documentation/NNHS/nnhs97/

The documentation files listed below have been compressed into one file. 

To load and expand them, use a ZIP extraction program (such as PKZIP) to install this data in a directory (folder) on your hard drive.  

File Name              File Description              

DOC97_rev051507.zip    NNHS documentation files              

The documentation file (DOC97_rev051507.zip) will expand to include the following:

DESCRIPT97.DOC        

Description of the NNHS       

FQ97PUB.DOC        

Record Format                                  

CR97PUB_rev051107.DOC        
Record Format                 

DR97PUB_rev051107.DOC       
Record format                  

CAUTION - Because the NNHS is a sample survey, the application of weights to the sample data is needed in order to produce national estimates of nursing homes, current residents, and discharged residents.

For questions, suggestions, or comments concerning NNHS data, please contact the Long Term Care Statistics Branch at (301) 458-4747.  These and other survey data are also available on CD-ROM as well as in published summaries.  For additional information on NCHS data products, contact the:

Data Dissemination Branch, NCHS

3311 Toledo Road

Hyattsville, MD 20782

Tel: (301) 458-4636

E-mail: nchsquery@cdc.gov

Internet: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs

Technical Note: Tab-delimited files  

The tab-delimited files provide a means to import data directly into tools such as EXCEL and similar spreadsheet software.  However, some text fields (columns) may end up as mixed (numeric and alpha-numeric) in the spreadsheet.  For example, diagnosis codes are text (left-adjusted) in the ASCII data files, even numeric codes (e.g., “320  “ with two trailing blank fields).  But the diagnostic codes that are only numbers may be right-adjusted in a spreadsheet (i.e., treated as numeric), for example, “  320” with two leading blank fields.  At the same time, the diagnostic E-codes and V-codes, in having a leading alpha code (E or V), will be left-adjusted (treated as a text cell).  A user may have to re-format all the cells in the columns for diagnosis codes to text to have numeric values formatted as text fields.

If the tab-delimited files are imported into a statistical software package, the user may have to set parameters for the statistical package as to, for example, the number of rows of data the software reads to determine if a field is numeric or alpha-numeric.  If too few rows are used, a statistical software package may interpret a diagnosis variable as numeric, setting all the E-codes and V-codes that follow to missing.  A user may want to set up the input statements needed for a statistical package to directly read ASCII files into the package rather than using typical import “wizards” (i.e., menu-driven tools) to import a tab-delimited file into a statistical package.
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