
Data Brief 52: Blood Lead and Mercury Levels in Pregnant Women in the United States, 2003-2008

Data table for Figure 1. Age-adjusted mean blood mercury and lead levels in women aged 18-49 
years, by pregnancy status: United States 2003-2008 

Mercury µg/L Lead µg/dL

Geometric Geometric 
N mean SE 95% CI mean SE 95% CI

Pregnancy status

Pregnant 622 0.69 0.04 0.63 0.77 0.64 0.02 0.60 0.68

Not pregnant 3483 0.82 0.03 0.76 0.89 0.85 0.02 0.82 0.88

NOTES: SE is standard error. CI is confidence interval. CIs were calculated for log-transformed mercury 
and lead levels and exponentiated for presentation in Figures. Consequently, they cannot be directly 
derived from standard errors shown in this spreadsheet.



Data Brief 52: Blood Lead and Mercury Levels in Pregnant Women in the United States, 2003-2008

Data table for Figure 2. Mean blood mercury and lead levels in pregnant women aged 
18-49 years, by age group: United States 2003-2008 

Mercury µg/L Lead µg/dL

Geometric Geometric 
N mean SE 95% CI mean SE 95% CI

Age category
18‐24 years 230 0.56 0.05 0.46 0.69 0.61 0.03 0.55 0.68
25‐29 years 197 0.68 0.07 0.56 0.83 0.67 0.04 0.59 0.77
30‐34 years 138 0.79 0.11 0.60 1.04 0.60 0.03 0.55 0.66
35 years or older 57 1.01 0.15 0.73 1.39 0.70 0.04 0.61 0.80

NOTES: SE is standard error. CI is confidence interval. CIs were calculated for 
log-transformed mercury and lead levels and exponentiated for presentation in 
Figures. Consequently, they cannot be directly derived from standard errors shown 
in this spreadsheet.
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Data table for figure 3. Mean blood mercury and lead levels in pregnant women, aged 18-49 
years, all ages and ages less than 30 years, by number of previous pregnancies: 
United States 2003-2006 

Mercury µg/L Lead µg/dL

Geometric Geometric 
N mean SE 95% CI mean SE 95% CI

All Ages
No prior pregnancies 138 0.88 0.12 0.66 1.17 0.56 0.03 0.49 0.63

One or more 
prior pregnancies 396 0.63 0.04 0.56 0.71 0.67 0.03 0.60 0.74

Ages 30 years
and younger
No prior pregnancies 111 0.74 0.12 0.52 1.05 0.55 0.04 0.48 0.64

One or more 
prior pregnancies 257 0.56 0.04 0.49 0.65 0.68 0.04 0.60 0.77

NOTES: SE is standard error. CI is confidence interval. CIs were calculated for 
log-transformed mercury and lead levels and exponentiated for presentation in 
Figures. Consequently, they cannot be directly derived from standard errors shown 
in this spreadsheet.
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Data table for Figure 4. Mean blood mercury and lead levels in pregnant women 25 years of age 
or over, by educational attainment: United States 2003-2008

Mercury µg/L Lead µg/dL

Geometric Geometric 
N mean SE 95% CI mean SE 95% CI

Educational 
attainment

High school graduate 
or less 159 0.70 0.07 0.57 0.86 0.85 0.06 0.74 0.97

Some college 103 0.66 0.09 0.50 0.88 0.60 0.04 0.52 0.69

College graduate 130 0.91 0.11 0.70 1.17 0.57 0.04 0.49 0.65

NOTES: SE is standard error. CI is confidence interval. CIs were calculated for 
log-transformed mercury and lead levels and exponentiated for presentation in 
figures. Consequently, they cannot be directly derived from standard errors shown 
in this spreadsheet.
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Data table for Figure 5. Mean blood mercury and lead levels in pregnant women aged 18-49 
years, by race and ethnicity: United States 2003-2008 

Mercury µg/L Lead µg/dL

Geometric Geometric 
N mean SE 95% CI mean SE 95% CI

Race and Ethnicity

Non-Hispanic white 264 0.69 0.07 0.55 0.84 0.53 0.02 0.49 0.57

Non-Hispanic black 102 0.76 0.08 0.59 0.96 0.73 0.05 0.62 0.86

Mexican American 191 0.56 0.04 0.49 0.65 0.90 0.06 0.78 1.02

NOTES: SE is standard error. CI is confidence interval. CIs were calculated for 
log-transformed mercury and lead levels and exponentiated for presentation in 
figures. Consequently, they cannot be directly derived from standard errors shown 
in this spreadsheet.
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Data table for Figure 6. Mean blood mercury and lead levels in Mexican-American pregnant 
women aged 18-49 years, by country of birth: United States 2003-2008 

Mercury µg/L Lead µg/dL

Geometric Geometric 
N mean SE 95% CI mean SE 95% CI

Country of birth

United States 64 0.48 0.07 0.36 0.65 0.62 0.06 0.50 0.78

Mexico 127 0.61 0.05 0.52 0.72 1.08 0.08 0.92 1.27

NOTES: SE is standard error. CI is confidence interval. CIs were calculated for 
log-transformed mercury and lead levels and exponentiated for presentation in 
figures. Consequently, they cannot be directly derived from standard errors shown 
in this spreadsheet.
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