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Xylazine Associated 
Wound ICD-10-CM code



Problem definition
Xylazine associated wounds 

are a new distinct clinical 
entity that does not fit into 

the current ICD-10-CM 
coding structure.

Poor communication
Inconsistent documentation

Inappropriate treatment

Full thickness
• (e.g., burns)

Progressive
• (e.g., vasculitis)

Necrosis
• (e.g., ischemic, 

infectious)

Non-
infectious 
• (e.g., trauma)

Substance 
use related
• (e.g., injection 

sites)

Chronic 
• (e.g., diabetic)



What is xylazine and how does it cause wounds?
Xylazine is alpha-2 receptor agonist approved by 
the FDA for sedation and analgesia in veterinary 
medicine and is not approved for human use.

Xylazine-associated wounds were first described 
in 2009 and first peer reviewed images were 
published in 2012.

Suggested mechanisms of xylazine-associated 
wounds include peripheral vasoconstriction 
leading to poor perfusion and necrosis, and small 
vessel disease.

Mcfadden et al. (2024, JAM)



How does xylazine impact public health?
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Xylazine involved overdose deaths, 
Philadelphia, PA, 2016-2022Developing a new type of severe 

substance use related wounds

Contributing to overdose 
deaths

Complicating opioid withdrawal 
management

Data Source: Philadelphia Medical Examiner's Office



Hospitalizations of infections associated with 
substance use, Philadelphia, PA, 2010-2022
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Hospitalizations for skin and soft tissue 
infections associate with substance use, 

Philadelphia, PA, 2016-2022

L02.x - L03.x Cutaneous abscess, furuncle and 
carbuncle & Cellulitis and acute lymphangitis 

L97.x Non-pressure chronic ulcer of lower limb, 
not elsewhere classified 

Source: Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment Council



Diagnostic coding for xylazine-associated 
wounds is not standardized

Burn surgery
T21 Corrosion of unspecified degree…
M87 Osteonecrosis due to drugs…

Emergency Medicine
“…we don’t have any specific ICD10 codes that are generally used. The 
ones I see used are just the general wound dx’s – “cellulitis of upper 
extremity” “wound infection” “abscess of upper extremity” “open 
wound of the lower extremity” etc etc"

Infectious Disease
T80 Necrosis of tissue at injection site, initial encounter 
I96 Gangrene
S81 Open wound of both lower extremities, initial encounter 
S51 Open wound of right forearm with complication, initial encounter 
L02 – L03 Cellulitis and abscess 
T14 Injury of unspecified body region Wound infection 
L08 Other local infections of skin and subcutaneous tissue
 

L98 Other disorders of skin 
and subcutaneous tissue, 
not elsewhere classified



Closest approximation to xylazine-associated wounds 

L97 Non-pressure chronic ulcer of lower limb, not elsewhere classified

L98.4 Non-pressure chronic ulcer of skin, not elsewhere classified

 

Pros
• Avoid diagnosing defaulting to diagnosing xylazine associated wounds as 

infected.
• Includes staging
• Includes presence of necrosis
• Includes several anatomical sites

Cons:
• Missing several anatomical sites



Xylazine-associated wounds can 
occur anywhere on the body

5 THIGH

37 CALF/SHIN

2 CHEST

47 FOREARM

12 HAND

2 HEAD/FACE
3 NECK

1 UPPER ARM

100 Cases

LOCATION
RATED 
FREQUENCY

Forearm 9.8
Shin 9.4
Hand 7.9
Calf 6.9
Ankle 6.5
Upper Arm 5.4
Thigh 4.7
Midfoot 4.1
Neck 3.9
Groin 3
Axilla 2.7
Chest 2.6
Buttock 1.9
Back 1.7
Abdomen 1.7
Heel 1.5

Face 1.4
8 Hospitalists



LOCATION COMMON CRITICAL LOCATION CAPTURED BY L97 or L98.4 REQUESTED MODIFICATION
Forearm Yes Add new code L98.A
Shin Yes Add inclusion term to L97.2
Hand Yes Yes Add new code L98.A
Calf Yes Yes (L97.2)
Ankle Yes Yes (L97.3)
Upper Arm Yes Add new code L98.A
Thigh Yes Yes (L97.1)
Midfoot Yes (L97.4)
Neck Yes Add new sub-category, L98.45
Groin Yes Add inclusion term to L97.1
Axilla Yes Add new code L98.A 
Chest Yes Add new sub-category, L98.44
Buttock Yes (L98.41)
Back Yes (L98.42)
Abdomen Yes Add new sub-category, L98.43
Heel Yes (L97.4)
Face Yes Add new sub-category, L98.46

Filling in the gaps in the gaps in current codes



Request for tabular modifications to ICD-10-CM to:

1) Accurately document the adverse health effects of xylazine use

T65.84 – Toxic effect of xylazine 

2) Accurately document the location and severity of xylazine wounds

L97 – Add locations
1) groin 
2) shin

L98.4 – Add locations
1) Abdomen
2) Chest
3) Neck
4) Face
5) Upper arm (left/right/unspecified)
6) Forearm (left/right/unspecified)
7) Hand 



Local expertise to advance national response to xylazine

Holt AC, et al. 2023. JAM



THANK YOU

daniel.tdasilva@phila.gov

catherine.tomson@phila.gov

mailto:daniel.tdasilva@phila.gov
mailto:Catherine.tomson@phila.gov
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