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Project Scope

Launched in May 2019, the Gravity Project is a 
multi-stakeholder public collaborative that develops, 
tests, and validates standardized SDOH data for use 
in patient care, care coordination between health and 
human services sectors, population health 
management, public health, value-based payment, 
and clinical research.

https://confluence.hl7.org/display/GRAV/The+Gravity+Project

Gravity Project Scope: Develop data standards to represent patient level SDOH 
data documented across four clinical activities: screening, assessment/diagnosis, 
goal setting, and treatment/interventions.
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The Gravity Project was 
initiated by the Social 
Interventions Research and 
Evaluation Network (SIREN) 
with funding from the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation 
and in partnership with EMI 
Advisors LLC.

https://confluence.hl7.org/display/GRAV/The+Gravity+Project
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Gravity 12/2021 Consensus 
ICD-10-CM Submission
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Material Hardship: the lack of specific socially 
perceived basic necessities

Caused by lack of personal resources or lack of resources in 
the surrounding environment
Z58 allows specification of environmental causes of hardship in 
addition to financial causes

• Request for separate concepts across Z58 and Z59

43/3/2022
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Social Connection
Loneliness, Social Isolation, Lack of Social Support

Social Isolation: Is objectively being alone, having few 
relationships, or infrequent social contact.
Loneliness: subjectively feeling alone. The discrepancy between 
one’s desired level of connection and one’s actual level.
Lack of Social Support: The lack of actual or perceived 
availability of resources (e.g., informational, tangible, emotional) 
from others.

• Request for inclusion terms for all social connection concern 
subtypes

53/3/2022
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Intimate Partner Violence: physical violence, sexual 
violence, or psychological harm by a current or former 
partner or spouse. 

Unique type of abuse occurring in both child and adult 
populations

• Ex: two adolescents could be in relation of IPV abuse

• Request for specific concepts for all types of intimate partner 
violence able to encompass both child and adult victims

63/3/2022
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Elder Abuse: An intentional act or failure to act by a 
caregiver or another person in a relationship involving 
an expectation of trust that causes or creates a risk of 
harm to an older adult and can be in the form of 
physical abuse, psychological abuse, sexual abuse, 
financial abuse, and neglect by someone in a caregiving 
role.

73/3/2022

In line with the CDC Uniform Definitions and Recommended 
Core Data Elements (2016)

• Request for specific concepts for all types of elder abuse
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History of Military Service

• In consultation with the US Department of Veterans Affairs and 
the US Department of Defense we again ask for a specific code 
for history of military service differentiated from history of 
military deployment

83/3/2022
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Join the Gravity Project!
https://confluence.hl7.org/display/GRAV/Join+the+Gravity
+Project

Learn More

• Public Collaborative meets bi-weekly on Thursdays 
4:00 to 5:30pm ET. View meeting details here: 
https://confluence.hl7.org/display/GRAV/Gravity+Projec
t+Meetings

• SDOH FHIR IG Workgroup meets weekly Wednesdays 
3:00 to 4:00pm ET. View meeting details here: 
https://confluence.hl7.org/display/GRAV/FHIR+IG+Wor
k+Group+Meetings
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Help us with Gravity Education & Outreach

Use Social Media handles to share or tag us 
to relevant information

@thegravityproj

https://www.linkedin.com/company/gravity-project

Help us find new 
sponsors and partners
Partner with us on development of blogs, 
manuscripts, dissemination materials 

3/3/2022

https://confluence.hl7.org/display/GRAV/Join+the+Gravity+Project
https://confluence.hl7.org/display/GRAV/Gravity+Project+Meetings
https://confluence.hl7.org/display/GRAV/FHIR+IG+Work+Group+Meetings
https://twitter.com/thegravityproj
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gravity-project
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Gravity PMO Team

Evelyn Gallego
Program Manager

evelyn.gallego@emiadvisors.net

@egallego

linkedin.com/in/egallego/

@sarcandes

Sarah DeSilvey
Clinical Informatics Director

sarah.desilvey@med.uvm.edu

Greg Harris
Acting Technical Director

@SavageMeHealth

linkedin.com/in/mark-savage-34aa03126/

Mark Savage
SDOH Policy Lead

MarkSavage.eHealth@pacbell.net

linkedin.com/in/sarah-desilvey-fnp/

Lenel James
Payer Advisor
linkedin.com/in/lenel-james-4435ba

Additional questions? Contact: gravityproject@emiadvisors.net or visit https://thegravityproject.net

gregory.harris@newwave.io

mailto:evelyn.gallego@emiadvisors.net
https://www.linkedin.com/in/egallego/
mailto:sarah.desilvey@med.uvm.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/carrie-lousberg-pmp-63603415/
mailto:MarkSavage.eHealth@pacbell.net
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarah-desilvey-fnp/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lenel-james-4435ba
mailto:gravityproject@emiadvisors.net
https://thegravityproject.net/
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