Public Health Medical Logistics
Background:  The CDC will intervene when requested by outside agencies/sources, or before an event becomes unmanageable and the loss of life appears imminent.  Historically after international catastrophic natural and manmade events, the CDC receives requests for assistance from both foreign governments and U.S. Territories.  These requests, which are routed through the Department of Health and Human Services, are usually for finite quantities of medical supplies and equipment.  Up to now, these requests were forwarded to the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS).  However, the SNS’s mission is to respond to large scale domestic emergency events, not small scale responses for single pallets of assorted medical support items as is generally the case with these requests. These smaller missions detract from the SNS’s primary mission and in some ways, negatively impact their readiness. As a result, the Division of Emergency Operations (DEO) was recently asked to pick up this mission with support from the Procurement and Grants Office (PGO), thus optimizing CDC’s ability to provide a timely and efficient response.
The DEO created a new Public Health Medical Logistics (PHML) section within its Logistics Support Branch. The PHML section will provide medical logistics support when the scale of the event does not reach that which would require a full scale SNS response.  The PHML will have the capability to rapidly respond to requests from foreign governments and U.S. Territories to provide medical equipment and supplies to supplement appropriate healthcare providers around the globe. Additionally, the medical support packages can be utilized for deploying CDC personnel, or assist in medical logistics support for medical evacuations.
Other specific functions include:

· Provide medical logistic support as requested during emergency operations, evaluating the successful logistics support operations to Haiti and Guam.

· Create a global network of logistics support contracts and operations that will meet and exceed the spectrum of emergency requests from around the world.

· Implement a process to ensure the rapid availability of all medical equipment supplies and support.

· Develop flexible medical supply packages, offering tailored medical capabilities.

· Provide sustained medical logistic support to key CDC personnel on the ground.
· Public Health Medical Logistic Support section available 24/7 as directed by the Division protocols.
Current Status: Medical logistics staff personnel are establishing the new concept of operations for the Public Health Medical Logistics Section, drafting SOP’s for the procurements and contracts required, and networking with the SNS staff.

