Logistics Support During Emergencies
1. When an Emergency is declared by the CDC Director and the Director’s Emergency Operations Center (DEOC) transitions from Watch/Alert mode to Response mode, the way CDC responders are supported logistically also transitions.
2. While in response mode, logistical support is provided by the Logistics Support Team (LST) in the Division of Emergency Operations (DEO).  This support includes everything from travel coordination to the purchasing/issuing of supplies and equipment.

3. Travel:  Once notified of a pending deployment, the LST will provide all travel coordination for the traveler for both domestic and international travel.  This includes, but is not limited to, travel itineraries, hotel reservations, rental car reservations, travel orders, and travel voucher processing.  In addition, travelers while in travel status can call the DEOC 24/7 for assistance if required.  For international travel, the LST works closely with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Office of Global Health (OGH) to ensure travelers have both Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Department of State (DOS) clearances prior to traveling.  The LST also works with OGH to ensure Visas and Passports have been obtained prior to international travel.

4. Equipment Issue:  The LST maintains a stock of deployable equipment that can be issued to responders if the situation dictates.  This equipment is issued at no-cost to the responder or his/her program/office.  Items of equipment available for issue include international cell phones, satellite telephones, laptop computers, digital cameras, movie cameras, “thumb drives,” etc.  Additionally, a robust stock of survival equipment such as tents, sleeping bags, water purification systems, sunscreen, insect repellent, insect (mosquito) screens, etc., is maintained for responder use.  Much of this equipment is accountable but some is issued as consumable supplies, such as the insect repellent.  
5. Emergency Purchase: 
a.  Many times, the equipment needed for a certain mission is unavailable at the CDC or the responders don’t know what they will require until they get on-site.  The LST has the capability to rapidly purchase items of supply and equipment in these circumstances.  Using a special increased limit Visa Purchase Card, or by coordinating with one of the on-call Federal Contracting Officers from the Procurement and Grants Office (PGO), the LST can quickly procure what is required.  Once on-site, if responders find they require certain items of supply and equipment, or there is a service they require such as reproduction services, the LST can coordinate to find and procure that item/service locally. 
b. When the item or service required exceeds the limit of the PGO purchase cards, or the item or service is not allowed to be purchased with a purchase card, the LST will coordinate with the user and PGO to establish a purchase order or contract in order to obtain the item/service.  PGO has Federal Contracting Officers on call 24/7, all with appropriate warrants in order to be able to put these purchase mechanisms in place.  
