Emergency Deployment Program (EDP)
Background and Purpose:  The CDC/ATSDR Emergency Deployment Program (EDP) is a cadre of employees, selected by their CIO’s as possible deployers, who volunteer to respond to a public health emergency or threat. These individuals are listed in the Resource Tracking System (RTS) which is the database from which personnel are selected to deploy during an emergency response. 
Current Status:  Mr. Charles Schable, Director of the Coordinating Office of Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response, recently requested that a Steering Committee (headed by Lynn Steele) be convened to re-define the EDP in light of CDC’s response to recent hurricanes and the effects of the tsunami.  Additionally, all 800+ Commissioned Corp Officers assigned to CDC are being added to the Resource Tracking System (RTS) to facilitate identification during events.  The following components comprise the EDP and will be further addressed by the Steering Committee:
· Management of the RTS, a database of all CDC emergency responders, is the responsibility of the Division of Emergency Operations (DEO).   The DEO also has responsibility for oversight and tracking of medical clearance, respirator fit testing status, roles/abilities, qualifications, and training for those listed in the RTS.  At the request of the CDC Director, designee, or a CIO, the Director of the DEO may identify deployment-ready responders for an event.
· Designation/selection of responders is the responsibility of the CIO(s) along with providing Scientific Leadership during an event.
· Identification and access to Training and Education will be provided by Corporate University through a model School of Emergency Preparedness and Response (SEPR) for responders.  This training/education will meet or exceed the competencies for emergency responders and will include on-line and experiential educational opportunities.
· Medical clearance and respirator fit testing for the deployable staff is the responsibility of Occupational Safety and Health (OSH). 
Attached is a diagram of how these components connect and inter-relate to result in preparing CDC’s Deployable Response Force. 
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