






THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF HEAL TH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20201 

Ramy A. Arnaout, MD, DPhil 
Chairperson 

MAR 2 3 2018 

Clinical Laboratory Improvement Advisory Committee 
2877 Brandywine Road 
Williams Building, Floor 2, Room 2716 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341 

Dear Dr. Arnaout: 

Thank you for the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Advisory Committee's (CLIAC) 
recommendations regarding team-based care innovations and interoperable health information 
technology (IT) infrastructure. Secretary Azar asked that I respond to you on his behalf. 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recognizes the critical role that CLIAC 
plays in keeping HHS informed of potential issues that affect or could affect clinical laboratories, 
physicians, and patients. We understand the importance of integrating pathologists into the 
healthcare team and advancing laboratory interoperability in health IT. 

We welcome any additional comments or suggestions that CLIAC may have and appreciate your 
continued commitment and work to reduce diagnostic error and to implement a more connected 
health IT infrastructure. 

Sincerely, 

Eric D. Hargan 


