




THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

Ramy A. Arnaout, MD, DPhil 
Chairperson 

MAR 2 3 2018 

Clinical Laboratory Improvement Advisory Committee 
2877 Brandywine Road 
Williams Building, Floor 2, Room 2716 
Atlanta, Georgia 30341 

Dear Dr. Arnaout: 

Thank you for the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Advisory Committee's (CLIAC) 
recommendations regarding the rapid supplanting of clinical microbiology culture-based tests 
with culture-independent diagnostic tests (CIDTs). Secretary Azar asked that I respond to you 
on his behalf. 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recognizes the important role that CLIAC 
plays in keeping HHS informed of potential issues that affect or could affect clinical laboratories, 
physicians, and patients. Cultures are an indispensable tool for public health surveillance and 
outbreak prevention. Therefore, the exclusive use of CIDTs should be evaluated. 

We will carefully consider CLIAC's recommendation regarding a cross-agency coordinating 
group to assess the impact of CIDTs and welcome any additional comments or suggestions 
CLIAC may have to best address this public health issue. 

Sincerely, 

Eric D. Hargan 


