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Recent Progress: Adoption
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Recent Progress: Exchange

Percent of non-federal acute care hospitals that electronically exchanged 
laboratory results, radiology reports, clinical care summaries, or medication lists 
with ambulatory care providers or hospitals outside their organization: 2008-2014

SOURCE: ONC/American Hospital Association (AHA), AHA Annual Survey Information Technology Supplement.
NOTES: *Significantly different from previous year (p < 0.05).
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Big Picture: The Federal Health IT Strategic Plan & 
the Interoperability Vision for the Future

Federal Health IT Strategic Plan

Goal 4
Objective A:

Implement the Shared 
Nationwide Interoperability 

Roadmap
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Standardization Efforts

• Laboratory results initiative (2011)

• Laboratory orders implementation guide initiative (2012-
2013)

• Laboratory US Realm Implementation Guidance

• Early Adopters Program
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Interoperability Standards Advisory (ISA)

• Provides the industry with a single, public list of the standards and 
implementation specifications that can best be used to fulfill specific 
clinical health information interoperability needs

• Reflects the results of ongoing dialogue, debate, and consensus 
among industry stakeholders when more than one standard or 
implementation specification could be listed as the best available

• Documents known limitations, preconditions, and dependencies as 
well as known security patterns among referenced standards and 
implementation specifications when they are used to fulfill a specific 
clinical health IT interoperability need

• Provides a non-regulatory, straight-forward approach with an 
interactive, predictable process for updates

https://www.healthit.gov/standards-advisory

https://www.healthit.gov/standards-advisory
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Labs in the ISA

• Section I: Best Available Vocabulary/Code Set/Terminology Standards

» Interoperability Need: Representing numerical laboratory test results 
(observations)(questions) – best available standard: LOINC

• Section II: Best Available Content/Structure Standards 

» Interoperability Need: Receive electronic laboratory test results – best available 
standard: HL7 2.5.1; implementation specification: HL7 2.5.1 Implementation Guide S&I 
Framework Lab Results Interface Release 1. 

» Interoperability Need: Ordering labs for a patient – best available standard: HL7 2.5.1; 
implementation specification: HL7 2.5.1 Implementation Guide S&I Framework 
Laboratory Orders from EHR, Release 1 DSTU Release 2

» Interoperability Need: Support the transmission of a laboratory’s directory of services to 
health IT – best available standard: HL7 2.5.1; implementation specification: HL7 2.5.1 
Implementation Guide: S&I Framework Laboratory Test Compendium Framework 
Release 2, DSTU Release 2.

• Additional laboratory interoperability needs are currently listed in the “Projected 
Additions to the ISA” section and awaiting feedback from public comments. 
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ISA Annual Process & Timeline

• The new Interoperability Standards Advisory for the next calendar year is 
published (e.g., December 2015 for the 2016 Advisory) and public comment 
period is opened.

December of Preceding Year

• ONC staff present a summary of received comments to the HIT Standards 
Committee (or designated Task Force) in order to prepare them to make 
recommendations on updates for the following year’s Interoperability 
Standards Advisory.

April/May

• The HIT Standards Committee submits recommendations to the National 
Coordinator concerning updates to the following year’s Interoperability 
Standards Advisory and a second round of public comment is opened on the 
HIT Standards Committee’s recommendations / draft ISA.

July/August 

• ONC reviews the HIT Standards Committee recommendations as well as 
public comments on those recommendations and prepares the next year’s 
Interoperability Standards Advisory for publication.

October-December



@ONC_HealthIT @HHSONC

Browse the ONC website at:  
https://www.healthit.gov/
click the “Like” button to add us to your 
network 

Signup for email updates:  
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USH
HSONC/subscriber/new? 

Visit the Health IT Dashboard: 

http://dashboard.healthit.gov/ind
ex.php
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