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Why Are Adult Immunizations
| mportant?

 Vaccines decrease morbidity and mortality
caused by Influenza and pneumococcal

disease
e Decrease health care costs

* High vaccinesrates are a mitigating strategy
as part of aflu pandemic plan
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Ocean State Adult
| mmunization Coalition - Facts

e Formed 1997

e Threelead agencies. DOH, PRO, Medicare
Claims Carrier (Blue Cross/Blue Shield RI)

o Grown to thirty-five member agencies
(hospitals, managed care, VNA’s, CBO's,
vaccine manufacturers)

e Annual Budget: $50k
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Major Initiatives - Health Care
Community

Physicians

- Office Practice Tool Kits
(free patient materials
poders adult immunization
medical charts)

Managed Care

- Billing arrangements for
enrollees to get shots at
community clinics

VNA'S

- Clinic Listing Advertising
(website, media, posters/
flyers)

Hospitals

-Voluntary standing orders
program



Barriers Related to General Public
Buy-In

* Myths and Issues associated with influenza
and flu shots
— The flu shot causes disease
— Theflu is not a serious disease
— Shots are for children
— Fear of needles
— Lack of vaccine knowledge (timing, need)
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IF YOU ARE 65 OR OLDER,
GET YOUR FLU AND
PNEUMONIA SHOTS NOW.
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Public Education and Vaccine
Access | nitiatives

No chargefor vaccinefor 65+ at all community flu
clinics (300 season)

1-800-Flu Hotline (5,000 calls/season) staffed by senior
volunteers

Vaccinetracking wallet cards

Clinic listing on website by city/town

Development and implementation of of flu awar eness
campaign



Compar ative | nfluenza Vaccination Rates
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National Adult Immunization Rates 1997 vs 1999
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Future Consider ations

Reaching 2010 Health People Objectives of
90% Coverage

|ncreased cost and uncertain distribution of
flu vaccine - physician frustration

Risk groups for flu vaccine expanding
Lack of funding for adult immunization
Flu pandemic and bioterrorism planning
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Governor Lincoln Almond
Recalves Flu Shot
November, 2001
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