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SYMBOLS AND N O T E S  

Data not available (three dashes)------ ---- ---- - ---
Category not applicable (three dots)------- ----- ... 
Quantity is zero (1dash)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  -
Magnitude greater than zero but less than 

one-half of the unit used _________--_-________0 o r  0.0 

Magnitude of the sampling e r ro r  precludes 
showing separate estimate--- --------------- (*) 

NOTE: 	 Due to rounding, detailed figures within 
tables may not add to totals 

< 
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HEALTH INSURANCE 


I BACKGROUND 

~ In July of 1959 the U. S. NationalHealth Sur- 
vey began experimentally to, collect data on health 

c insurance. Questions. designed to elicit informa-
tion a s  to whether the individual had hospital, 
surgical, or  doctor visit insurance were added to 
the questionnaire. Special collection procedures 
were instituted to obtain the information from the 

.respondent best qualified to give it. 
At the end of 1959 the experimental phase of ’ collecting information was ended to allow time 

for evaluation of the data before the questions 
appeared on the questionnaire in a revised form. 
During the past year a special study designed to 
appraise the quality of health insurance data col- 
lected in interviews has been instituted and the 
data from the 1959 experimental collection peri- 
od have been studied for internal consistency and 
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OF THIS REPORT 

have been compared with data from other sources. 
The results of these evaluations will be utilized 
in determining the form of the questions and the 
procedures to be used in collecting future data 
on health insurance. 

Because of the time required to complete the 
special study and the additional time required to 
collect the information, new data will not be 
available for at least 2 years. In the meantime, 
there is a current need for data on health insur- 
ance coverage. This interim report based on the 
preliminary study conducted in the latter half of 
1959 is being issued to help meet this need. Be-
cause of certain limitations which a re  set forth 
in the sections which follow, some of these esti-
-mates-especially those on coverage for doctor 
visits-should be used with caution. 

-


C 

T h i s  report  was prepared by Mary Grace Kovar o f  the  U . S .  National  Health Survey s t a f f .  
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SUMMARY 


Approximately 67 percent of the civilian non- 
institutional population of the United States was 
covered by some form of hospital insurance; 62 
percent by surgical insurance, and 19 percent by 
insurance for doctor visits outside the hospital 
according to responses to 19,000 household inter- 
views conducted by theU. s. National Health Sur- 
vey from July through December 1959. 

I O (  

PERCENT OF PERSONS IN  EACH RESIDENCE AREA 


COVERED BY SPECIFIED TYPE OF HEALTH INSURANCE 


8( 
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United Slates Urban Rural nonfarm Rural farm 

In urban areas 72 percent of the population 
had hospital insurance; in rural-nonfarm areas 
68 percent had hospital insurance; in farm areas 
45 percent had this kind of -coverage. For surgi- 
cal insurance-the comparable estimates were 66, 
64, and 40 percent, and for doctor visit insur- 
ance the estimates were 20, 21, and 12 percent. 

PERCENT OF PERSONS IN EACH, REGION 
. COVERED BY SPECIFIED TYPE OF HEALTH oINSURANCE '""180 =HaSDital 
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Norlheast Norlh Central South West 

The proportion of the population covered by 
hospital and surgical insurance was generally
highest in the Northeast and Noith Central re-
gions of the United States and lowest in the South. 
The proportion covered in the W e s t  was between 
the extremes and somewhat below the national 
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average. However, the proportion covered by in- 
surance for doctor visits in the West, 32 percent, 
was higher than in the other 3 regions. 
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PERCENT OF PERSONS I N  EACH FAMILY INCOME GROUP 


COVERED BY SPECIFIED TYPE OF HEALTH INSURANCE 
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0-$1.999' $2,000-3,999 $4,000-6,999 , $7,000+ 

In families where the income during the pre- 
vious 12 months was under $2,000, approximately 
33 percent of the persons had hospital insurance, ,
27 percent had surgical insurance, and 9 percent 
had insurance for doctor visits outside the hos- 
pital. In families with the highest income during 
the previous 12 months, $7,000 or more, the com- 
parable percentages were 84, 80, and 28. 

I O 0  

PERCENT OF PERSONS IN  EACH AGE GROUP 


COVERED BY SPECIFIED TYPE OF HEALTH INSURANCE 
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Persons in the age range in which the working 
population is concentrated were more likely to 
have health insurance than children or old peo- 
ple, although the rate of coverage for those under 
age 25 was higher than it was for persons age.65 
or  older. Among persons age 65 and older, ap- 
proximately 46 percent were covered by some 
form of hospital insurance, 37 percent by surgi- 
'cal insurance, and 10 percent by doctor visit in- 
surance. 
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SOURCE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA 

The data presented in this report were de-

rived from a continuing household interview sur-
vey based on a probability sample of the civilian 
noninstitutional population residing in the United 

~ 

States. Duringthe period July-December 1959ap-
proximately 19,000households containing 62,000 
persons were interviewed. For 52 percent of the 
population all of the information was obtained at 
the time of interview. For the other 48 percent, 
all of. the illness and demographic information 
was obtained at the time of the interview, and the 
information on health insurance was collected by 
a special mail-in form which was left at the 
household for the head of the reporting unit to 
complete and return. 

A description of the statistical design of the 
survey, the methods used in estimation, and gen- 
eral qualifications of data obtained from surveys 
is to be found in Appendix I. Since all estimates 
presented in this report are based on a sample 
of the population rather than the entire population, 
they are subject -to sampling error. Therefore, 
particular attention should be paid to the section 
entitled ':Reliability of Estimates" which includes 
a table of sampling errors  and instructions for 
its use. 

Definitions of certain terms used in this re-
-port are given in Appendix 11. Sincemanyof these 
terms have specialized meanings for the pur- 
poses of this survey, familiarity with these def- 
initions will assist the reader in interpreting the 
data. 

The questionnaire which was used to collect 
the data is reproduced as Appendix 111. Only a 
fraction of the information obtained by means of 
the questionnaire is included in this report. Other 
reports in this series give data on other topics 
covered\ by the questionnaire. However, the en- 
tire document is included so that the reader can 
understand the context in which the data for $is 
report were gathered. 

Appendix IV consists of notes on the special 
methods which are applicable only to the health 
insurance data. The use of a mail-in form for 
the collection of health insurance data introduced 
changes in the usual National Health Survey field 
and computational procedures. The operating 
procedures used in this phase of the data col- 
lection and some of the effects on the data are 
discussed in Appendix IV. 

A general limitation to all data obtained by 
household interview is that the data are no better 
than the respondent's knowledge of and willing- 
ness to discuss his own affairs. The respondent 
may be unwilling to answer, he may not know the 
answer, or  he may give incorrect information. 
Only one percent of the households scheduled for 

interview resulted in refusal to give any infor-
mation. Of the persons for whom the regular-in- 
terview was completed, 3.7 percent failed to give 
the information on health insurance. -This addi- 
tional nonresponse on health insurance was due 
to the failure to return the mail-in form where 
one had been left. 

Some impression of the magnitude of the 
s'econd limiting factor, lack of knowledge, can 
also be gained from the data. For hospital in- 
surance, an estimated 1.9 percent of the popula- 
tion either did not know whether they were cover-
ed or  else failed to understand the question well 
enough to give a usable response. For surgical 
insurance the comparable figure is 4.8 percent, 
and for insurance for doctor visits it is 6.3 
percent. 

To compute the percentages shown in this 
report, only those persons who responded either 
yes or  no a s  to whether they had health insurance 
were included. This procedure in effect distrib-
uted the population for whom information was not 
obtained in the same manner as  the population 
for whom information was obtained. The original 
and the prorated distributions for hospital insur- 
ance a re  shown in table A. 

The third source of error in data obtained by 
interviews is in the quality of the information 
given by the respondent. The magnitude of this 
error  cannot be stated in numerical terms as the 
survey design did not include procedures for 
checking records to ascertain whether the people 
were reporting their coverage accurately. How- 
ever, two indirect procedures were utilized. The 
first was a comparison with data from other 

Table A. The effect  of prorating the un- 
4 
 usable responses on the p e r c e n t f  per-

sons covered €or hospital insurance- 

Response for 
hospital Original Prorated 
insurance 

~ 

100 .o 
I 

9 4 . 4  100.o 
6 3 . 4  6 7 . 1  
31 .O 32.9 

5 . 6  ...
I1 . 9  

3.7 ... 

3 



sources, such as results from other surveys and 
the estimates made from insurance company 
records: Estimates on total coverage from these 
sources are  shown in table B. The second was a 
check of a sample of questionnaires against pub- 
lished lists of insurance companies to determine 

Table B. Percent of persons with hospital 
insurance as estimated from surveys of 
insuring organizations and from house- 
hold interview surveys: United States, 
July-December 1959 

Year 
Surveys of 
insuring

organizations1 . 2  

Househo Id 
interview 
surveys 

1950---- 50.9 
1951---- 56 .O 
1952--- - 58.7 
.1953---- 61.7 57 
1954--- - 63.1 
1955---- 65.7 
1956---- 69.4 64 
.1957---- 71.4 66 
1958---- 71.1 65 
1959---- 72.5 67 

whether such a company actually existed and 
whether it provided the type of insurance 'which ' 

had been reported. Such a check was made and 
only rarely did a respondent name a plan which 
was not on the published lists. There was, there- 
fore, reason to believe that respondents were 
giving reliable information about their insurance. 

'Cur ren t  P o p u l a t i o n  R e p o r t s .  P o p u l a t i o n  Es-
timates. S e r i e s  P - 2 5 ,  N o .  209 .  December 1 4 .  
1959 .  

3Ander son ,  G. W . .  a n d  Fe ldman ,  J .  J . :  F a m i l y  
iAedical  C o s t s  and  V o l u n t a r y  t i e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e :  A 
N a t i o n w i d e  S u r v e y .  M c C r a w - h i l l  Book C o . .  N e w  
York. N .  Y . ,  1956 .  

4 B r e w s t e r .  A ,  W . ,  and  Kramer, L. I < . :  H e a l t h  
i n s u r a n c e  and h o s p i t a l  u s e  r e l a t e d  t o  mari ta l  
s t a t u s .  Pub.  i i e a l t h  Rep.  74:  d o .  8. Augus t  
1959 .  

5A P r o f i l e  o f  t h e  H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e  P u b l i c .  
H e a l t h  - I n s u r a n c e  I n s t i t u t e ,  1 9 5 9 .  

6 V o l u n t a r y  F e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e :  1 9 5 3  and 1958 .  
H e a l t h  I n f o r m a t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n  P r o g r a m  i n  H e a l t h  
S e r v i c e s .  V I I I ;  No. 5. May 1 9 5 9 .  a 

7 U .  S. N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  S u r v e y .  I n t e r i m  R e p o r t  
on H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e ,  U n i t e d  S ta tes ,  Ju ly -December  
1959 .  PHS Pub.  NO. 584-826 .-

4 
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PART I 


THE EXTENT OF COVERAGE 

The need for health insurance as protection 

against high medical expenses has become gen- 
erally recognized in the United States. Although 
estimates of the number of people covered by 
health insurance vary, depending on the source 
of the data, the population included, and the defi- 

,, nition of what constitutes health insurance, at 
least two thirds of the people now living in the 
United States have some kind of protection. 

The sourcy of the data presented in this re-
port and the population from which these dataare 
drawn have been noted in the previous section 
and a re  discussed at greater length in Appendix 

' I. However, before the estimates can have any 
meaning, it is necessary to understand exactly 
what kind of protection is included. For this re-
port all forms of payment for care provided by 
the government to certain populationgroups, such 
as  public welfare for the indigent, Medicare for 
military dependents, and care for veterans avail- ' able through the Veterans Administration, are 
excluded. Also excluded is care provided by vol- 
untary agencies to victims of specified diseases 
or  to other defined segments of the population. 
Other common forms of protection which a re  ex- 
cluded are workmen's compensation, loss of in- 
come insurance, and policies which pay benefits 
only for accidents or  for the "dread diseases." 

h The three forms of health insurance which 
a re  included are: hospital insurance which pays 

all or part of the bill for the hospitalized person; 
surgical insurance which pays all or part of the 
bill of the doctor performing an operation either 
in a hospital or  in his office; and doctor visit in-
surance which pays the doctor's bill for nonsur- 
gical care including home or  office visits for 
treatment, diagnostic examinations,. or,other pro- 
cedures. , 

In general, the pattern of distribution of 
coverage in the population is similar for the 
three kinds of coverage even though the propor- 
tion covered by each kind of protection is differ-
ent. For this reason, and also because hospital 
insurance is most clearly defined in the minds of 
respondents, most of the discussion which follows 
is limited to hospital insurance. Where the dis- 
tribution of one ,of the other kinds of coverage 
differs from that of hospital insurance, the dif- 
ference is noted. Tables of age-specific rates 
within each population group for each of the three 
kinds of coverage have been included at the end 
of the text for the benefit of those who desire 
more detailed information. 

\ 

Sex and Age 
There was a slight but consistent difference 

between the rate of coverage for males and that 
for females. For the United States a s  a whole, 
68.1 percent of the males and 66.3 percent of the 

\ 

Table  C .  Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the t o t a l  population and the insured populations by 
age: United S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 

t 

Persons with insurance 
U . S .  
t o t a l  Doctor 

v i s i t  

100 .o 100 .o 

31.7 31 .1  31.7 30 .'5 
13.O 1 2 .o 12.o 12.5 
12.7 13.7 ' 14.3  1 5 .O 
13.4  14.9 15 .2  15.8 
11:7 13 .1  12.8 13 .1  

8.8 9 .o 8.6 8 . 4  
5.7 4.7 4 .2  3.7 

. 3.0 1.5 1.2 1.1 

5 
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females were covered by hospital insurance. A 
difference of approximately the same magnitude 
between t h e  sexes was maintained throdgh all age 
groups despite the variations among the age groups 
in the proportion covered. 

The rate of coverage was fairly high for 
children (66.5 percent had hospital insurance), 
decreased slightly for those aged 15-24 (63.4 
percent), and then increased again. For persons 
aged 25-54, the rates of coverage by 10-year age 
groups were 72.8 percent, 74.5 percent, and 74.4 
percent. From that point on the proportion cover- 
ed dropped to 67.3 percent for those aged 55-64, 
to 53.2 percent for those aged 65-74, and to 32.5 
percent for those aged 75 or more. 

Table C shows the distribution of the total 
population and the insured population by age. 
Approximately 8.7 percent of the U. S. population 
was 65 years of age or  older. Among persons 
with hospital insurance 6.2 percent were age 65 
or older. Among persons with surgical insurance 
5.4 percent were in that age group and among 
persons with doctor visit insurance only 4.8 per- 
cent_were 65 or over. 

Residence 
Among persons living in urban areas 71.5 

percent had hospital insurance. In the rural-non- 
farm areas 68.0 percent of the population had 
hospital insurance and in the rural-farm areas 
only 45.0 percent of the population had such cover- 
age. The proportional difference in the coverage 
rates for the three areas was less for surgical 
and doctor visit insurance than for hospital in- 
surance. Between urban and rural-nonfarm areas 
there was no real difference in the over-all pro- 
pordon covered by These TWO types of insurance. 

The rates of coverage in the urban and the 
rural-nonfarm areas were similar. However, the 
rates for persons living on farms were lower in 
every age group than they were in the other two 
areas. For this reason all of the detailed tables 
show the rates for farm and nonfarm areas 

I separately. 

/ Region 
The industrial, highly urbanized Northeast 

had the highest proportion of the population cover- 
ed by hospital insurance (75.2 percent). In the 
North Central region the rate of coverage was 
almost as  high for hospital insurance (73.9 per- 
cent), and there was  no real difference between 
these two regions in the over-all rates for sur- 
gical and doctor visit insurance. The detailed 
tables, which show the rates by age and sex, in- 
dicate some shifts in the age-specific rates, but 
in general the extent of coverage in these two re-
gions was similar. 

-In the South, coverage rates for all of the 
three types of health insurance were low. Rates 
for hospital insurance coverage for persons aged 
25 and over were only slightly lower in the South 
than they were in the West ,  but the proportion of 
persons under 25 years of age with hospital in- 
surance, and the proportion of the total population 
with surgical or doctor visit insurance was con-
siderably lower in the South than in any other. 
region. 

The proportion of the population in the West 
covered by each of the specified types of health 
insurance presented an interesting variation. 
Coverage for hospital insurance was lower than 
the national rate. Coverage for surgical insur- 
ance, while generally lower than the national rate, 
was much closer than coverage for hospital insur- 
ance and in the age group 45-54 was actually 
higher. However, coverage fof doctor visits was 
much higher than the national rate and for certain 
age groups it was twice as  high a s  the coverage 
in any other region. A possible explanation for 
this is that there are more of the comprehensive 
types of plans in the West  whichprovide for com- 
plete medical care, including doctor visits, than 
in other regions. There a re  additional data on 
this point in Section I1 of this report. 

Family Income 
The income used to classify the population 

is the income of the family (if the person lives in 
the same household a s  other persons related to 
him) or  the income of the individual (if the per- 
son lives alone or with other persons who are not 
related to him). Since an estimated 93.5 percent 
of the population live with persons to whom they 
8F2 related 5i b ! O d ,  marriage, Gi. adaptioii, tki3 
income is generally the income of a multiperson 
family. 

Although 14.9 percent of the U. S. population 
had an annual family income of lessthan $2,000, 
only 7.4 percent of the persons with hospital in- 
surance were in this income group (table D). The 
next higher income group, $2,000-3,999 per year, 
contained 20.5 percent of the population and 16.9 
percent of the persons with hospital insurance. 
These two low-income groups, which contained 
over a third of the total population (35.4percent), 
had about a fourth of the population with hospital 
insurance (24.3 percent). 

The percentage of the population in each in- 
come group covered by hospital insurance shows 
the same situation in a different fashion. Only 
33.1 percent of the persons in the lowestfamily 
income group were covered by hospital insurance. 
In the $2,000-3,999 category 56.0 percent were 
covered. In the $4,000-6,999 group, which con- 
tained 35.6 percent of the U. s. population, 78.9 
percent were covered. In the highest family in- 

\ 

6 



I. 

-
Family income 

L . 


1 

1 

h 

h 

C Family income Unadjusted 	 Adjusted I 

f o r  age 

U. S. t o t a l - ,67.1 	 ... 
33.1: 32.5-
56 .O 56.1R 
78.9 77.5 
84.5 83.0 
58.1 58.3 

b 	
age-adjusted rates for hospital insurance were 
almost the same as the unadjusted rates. People 
in the low income g r p p s  were not covered re-
gardless of age. 

- Persons with insurance 

t o t a l  

v i s i t  

100 .o 100 .o 100 .o - 100.0 

14.9 7.4 6.6 7 .o 
20.5 16.9 16.2 14.8 
35.6 42.1: 43.1 40.6 
21.4 27.4 28.4 31.4 
7.6 6.2 5.7 6.3 

Major Activity . . 

Although the U. S. National Health Survey 

collects information a s  to whether the household 

members are usually working, keeping house, 

going to school, etc., the only categories used in 

this report are usually working and e r .  This 

is a useful division since other studies indicate 

that more health insurance is purchased through 

groups than individually, and the group is often 

formed through employment. It should be noted 

that the usually working population as  defined for 

this report (see Appendix 11) is not the population 

used in official labor force statistics. 


A s  would be expected, usually working per- 
sons were more likely to have health insurance 
than were other persons. About 74.8 percent of 
the usually working population was covered by 
hospital insurance as  contrasted with 62.9 per- 
cent of the others. However, the "other" group 
was heavily weighted by the 55 million persons 
under the age of 15 who were not eligible to be 
members of the usually working population but 
who were often covered under plans carried by 
their parents. When only persons age 15or over 
a re  considered, the percentage of the ->"other" 
group covered by hospital insurance drops to 
59.6 percent. c 


Even after persons under 15 years of age 
were excluded from the population, there was a -

~ large difference in the age distribution of the 
usually working and other groups. This suggests 
the possibility that differences in hospital in- 
surance coverage were due to differences in the 
age 'distributions. Again, age-adjusted rates give 
an indication of whether this is so. A s  shown in 
table F, the age-adjustment for persons age 15 
years or over reduced the difference in rates of 
coverage between the usually employed and other 

7 



Table F .  Percent of persons with hosp i t a l  insuranceby sex and major a c t i v i t y :  Unadjusted 
and adjusted f o r  age: United S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 

Sex and major a c t i v i t y  

Both sexes-

Female 

' groups, but the difference was still 10 percentage 
points. 

Although the rate of coverage for hospital in-
surance was higher for females than for males 
within each of the major activity groups shown 
here, in the total population the rate of coverage 
was higher for males. The reason for this re- 
versal in rates is that proportionally fewer fe-
males than males are  in the usually working 
population with its high rate of coverage. 

Famiiy Status 
The data processing channels of the U. S. 

National Health Survey were not designed to col- 
lect information about family units. Household 
members are  classified, however, according to 
their relationship to the head of the household or 
family. Out of the variety of relationships and 
interrelationships which exist in households, three 
have been selected a s  having a bearing on health 
insurance coverage. The three are: heads of the 
families, other family members, and individuals. 
The head of the family is the person named a s  
head by the respondent in answer to the inter- 
viewer's question, with the exception that no 
married woman with a husband living in the same 
household can be the head of thefamilyunless the 
husband is a member of the Armed Forces. Other 
family members a re  all persons living in the 
same household who are related to the head of 
the family by blood, marriage, or adoption. In-
dividuals a r e  persons who either live alone or 
with persons to whom they are  not related. 

Unad. s t e d  


A l l  ages Age 1% 


74.8 74.8 
62.9 59.6 

74 .O 74 .o 
62.O 52.1 

76.8 76.8 
63.5 62 .O 

Adjusted 
f o r  age 

Age 1% 

72.3 
62.1 

71.1 
43.3 

1 

. 
74.9 
63.3 

i 

Heads of families had a higher rate of cover- 1 
age (69.9 percent) for hosDitalization than other 
family members (66.9 percent). Family mem-
bers in general were more likely to be covered 
than individuals (58.4 percent). 

It seemed possible that differences in the age 
distribution accounted for part of the differences 
in the rates. Almost all of the children a r e  clas- 
sified a s  other family members since children 
cannot be heads of families and are only rarely 
living alone or  with people not related to them. 
Even after children under the age of 15 are ex-
cluded to make the groups more comparable, in-
dividuals tend to be older than family members. 
Therefore, age-adjusted rates were computed for 
the population 15 years of age and over. These 4 
rates are  shown in table G. 

The rates of coverage by family status were 
reversed for males and females. Males aged 15 
or  over who were not family heads were much 
less likely to be covered for hospital insurance 
than males who were family heads. Females 
aged 15 or  over who were not family heads were 
much -e likely to be covered for hospital in- 
surance than females who were family heads. It 
is true that some of the female family heads 
were women who were married to members of 
the Armed Forces and thus covered byMedicare, 
which is not considered as  health insurance in L 

this report. However, the proportion of the 4.9 
million female heads of families who werecover-
ed by Medicare was not large enough to substan- 
tially affect the rates. 
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Table G.  Percent of persons with hosp i t a l  insurance by sex and family s ta tus:  Unadjusted 
-and adjusted f o r  age: United S ta t e s ,  July-December 1959 

Sex and family s ta tus  
Unad. 

A l l  ages 

s ted 

Age 1% 

Adju sted 
f o r  age 

Age 15+ 

69.9 
66.9 
58.4 

.69.9 
67.3 
58.2 

68 .O 
67 .O 
63.5 

-

73 .1  
64.,1 
57.3 

73 .1  
56.8 
57.2 

7 2 .O 
51.3 
60.6 

' 

44.8 
68.3 
59 .1  

._ 44.8 
69.6 
59 .o 

41.4 
6 8 . 4  
64.8 

health insurance after a condition was discovered Chronic Activity Limitation 
but before it caused activity limitation, or  the 

Although two thirds of the U. S. population discovery of a chronic condition through more 
was covered by hospital insurance, only half of frequent use of medical services after health 
those limited in their major activity andonethird insurance was acquired. It is impossible to make 
of those unable to carry on their major activity any assumptions about' the latter two reasons on 
had such coverage. Persons with one or  more the basis of these data. It is possible, however, 
chronic conditions but with no activity limitation to say that differences in age,distribution alone 
had a higher rate of coverage for both hospital do not accoint for the difference in rates. 
and surgical insurance than persons with no After these data were adjusted for age, cover- 
chronic conditions. This could be due to a dif- age was still highest for those with one or  more 
ference in age distribution, a tendency to acquire chronic conditions but no activity limitation and . 
Table H. Percent of persons with hosp i t a l  insurance by 1imitatl;onof a c t i v i t y :  Unadjusted 

and adjusted f o r  age: United States,  July-December 1959 . 

I Adj u sted 
Limitation of a c t i v i t y  Unadjusted I -f o r  age 

67.9 68  .O 

71.5 70.7 
64.4 67.9 
49 - 8  5 8 . 1  
34.4 41.1 

I I 
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lowest among those who were unable to carry on 
their major activity (table H). The adjusted rate 
of coverage was higher than the unadjusted rate 
for the latter group, but it was still significantly 
lower than for persons who were not limited in 
their major activity. 

Hospital Utilization 
Data on the percentage of persons with and 

without hospital insurance who were in a short- 
stay hospital at least once during the 12 months 
prior to interview a re  presented in table I. Some 
10.2 percent of the persons who had hospital in- 
surance at the time of interview had been hospi- 
talized during the previous 12 months; 7.7 per-
cent ?f the persons who did not have hospital in- 
surance at the time of interview had been hospi- 
talized during the same,time period. However, it 
was not ascertained whether the coverage was 
acquired before or  after hospitalization for those 
persons who had been hospitalized. 

Hospital utilization by insured and uninsured 
persons varied appreciably with age. The relative 
difference between persons with and without hos- 
pital insurance with respect to the proportion 
hospitalized was much less in the age groups 
15-34 than at other ages. The rates were partic-
ularly dissimilar for persons aged 65 or  over 

Table I .  Percent of persons with one or 
more short-stay hospital episodes during 
past 12 months according to  hospital in- 
surance coverage by age: United St'ates, 
July-December 1959 

I I 
Persons Persons . 
with no with 
hospital hospital 
insurance insurance 

I I 

I
I I 

A l l  ages- 7 . 7  I 10 .2  

3 . 9  5 . 9  
11 .9  13 .9  
1 4 . 4  14 .4  
8 .O 11.2 
6 . 9  9 . 8  
6 . 8  9 . 8  
8 i 2  13.7 , 

I I 

where 8.2 percent of those without hospital in- 
surance and 13.7 percent of those with hospital 
insurance had been hospitalized within the year. 
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PART II 


TYPE OF INSURING ORGANIZATION 


There are  many organizations offering health 
insurance in the United States today. These or- 
ganizations can be roughly divided into three 
types. Among the best known are  ,the Blue Cross-
Blue Shield Plans, which a re  often called service 
plans because the hospital or physician is paid 

. by the insurer rather &an by the insured person 
for the services provided. The second -type is 
the pr'lvate insurance company which sells health 
insurance in much the same manner as  life in-
surance is sold. There are  approximately 700 
such companies in the United States today and 
there is great variability in the kind and com- 
pleteness of coverage which they sell. The third 
type of insuring organization is the independent 
prepaid comprehensive plan. There are  differ- 
ences among these plans but in general their 
aim is to provide complete medical care, includ-
ing all three kinds of coverage discussed in this 
report. 

In coding the U. S. National Health Survey 
data, the responses were divided into Blue Pl&s 
and other. The Blue Cross Guide published by 
the Blue Cross Commission was used to deter- 
mine which responses were to be classified as 

FIGURE I, PERCENT OF PERSONS WITH HEALTH INSURANCE 
BY TYPE OF INSURING ORGANIZATION 

70-
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Hospitol Surgical Doctor Visits 

Blue Plans. The other category was not subdivid- 
ed because of difficulti9s in making accurate 
classifications. 

_Itis possible that in a few cases respo-ndents 
gave the name of a union, employee association, 
or  other group through which they paid theirpre- 
miums rather than the name of the insuring or- 
ganization. In such cases the responses were 
classified a s  other than Blue Plans and result in 
an underestimate of the proportion covered by 
Blue Plans. 

Figure 1 shows the percentage of the popu- 
lation covered by Blue Plans and by other types 
of insuring organizations. Some 31 percent were 
covered for hospital expense by Blue Plans and 
40 percent by other types of insurance. Each es-
timate hcludes 5 percent who were covered by 
both. For surgical expenses, 28 percent had Blue 
Shield and 38 percent had other types of insurance. 
Approximately 6 percent of the population was 
covered by Blue Shield f6r doctor visits at home 
or  at the office and 17 percent by other types of 
insurance. 

Distribution by 
Selected Population Groups 

Of those persons who were covered by hos- 
pital insurancz, less than half (46.4 percent) 

'were covered by Blue Plans. Some of these, 7.4 
percent of those with insurance, were covered by 
other types of insuring organizations as  well as 
by a Blue Plan. Other insuring organizations 
covered 59.8, percent of the population including 
the 7.4 percent with duplicate coverage (table J). 

The proportion covered by each type of in- 
suring organization did not change greatly with 
age, sex, or  major activity. There were, however, 
large differences in the proportions among the 
geographic regions. Although only 44.6 percent 
of those covered by hospital insurance in the 
Northeast had coverage under non-Blue Plans, 
77.9 percent in the W e s t  had coverage under'such 
plans. There was also a change in the percentage 
with coverage under both types of insuring or-
ganization. In the Northeast 10.0 percent of these 
with hospital insurance had duplicate coverage 
while in the West  only 4.3 percent of the insured 
population was covered by both a Blue Plan and 
another type of insurer. 

As  shown in table K, the pattern of coverage 
for those persons with surgical.insurance was 

" 1 
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Table J. Percent distribution of persons with hospital insurance according to type of 

insuring organization and demographic characteristics: United States, July-December 


. 1959 

Characteristic 
A l l  persons 

with 
hospital
insurance 

Type of insuring organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

Other Unknown 
type (*> 

~~ 

100 .o 39 .o 7.4 52.4 1.2 
~~ 

Sex-
100 .o 38.2 7.6 53 .o 1.2 
100 .o 39.7 7.2 51.8 1.3 

100.o 39.5 6 .O 53.2 1.3 
100.o 36.7 7 .O 54.4 1.9 
100 .o 37.6 6.8 54.5 1.1 
100.o 39.3 8.3 51.5 0.9 
100.o 38.1 9 .o 51.8 1 .o 
100 .o 40.6 9.9 48.5 1 .o 
100 .o 42.7 7.4 48.6 1.3 

100.o 54.5 10 .o 34.6 1 .o 
100.o 41.7 7.5 49.8 1.1 
100.o 27.4 6 .O 65.O 1.7 
100 .o 20.7 4.3 73.6 1.3 

Residence 

100 .o 42.4 8.5 47.7 1.3 
100 .o 33.6 5.8 59.9 0.7 
100 .o 31 .O 4.2 63.O 1.9 

Family income 

100 .o 31.9 6.3 59 .O 2.8 
100 .o 36.5 5.4 56.9 1.2 
100 .o 40 .O 7 .O 51.9 1.1 
100 .o 
100 .o 

40 .O 
42.9 

10 .o 
5.4 

49 .o 
50.1 

0.,4
1.6 

Maior activitv 

100 .o 37.9 9.1 51.8 1.1 
100 .o 39.7 6.3 52.7 1.3 

similar to that for persons with hospital insur- and income variables was similar to that for 
ance. There was a slight shift toward a larger hospital insurance. 
proportion being covered by non-Blue Plans, and The distribution of persons with insurance 
a smaller proportion had duplicate coverage, but for doctor visits according to type of insuring or- 
the pattern according to age, sex, geographic, ganization is unlike that for the other two kinds 

-
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Table K. Percent distribution of persons with surgical insurance according to type of 

insuring organization and demographic characteristics: United States, July-December 

1959 


~~ ~~ ~ 

111persons 
with 

Characteristic surgical

insurance 


100 .o 

100 .o 
100 .o 

Age 


100 .o 
100.o 
LOO .o 
100 .o 
100 .o 
100 .o 
100 .o 

100 .o 
100 .o 
100 .o 
100 .o 

Residence 


100 .o 
100.o 
100.o 

100 .o 
100 .o 
100 .o 
100.o 
100 .o 

Major activity 


Usually working-17+------------ 100 .o 
Other---------------;------------ 100 .o 

of insurance and is more difficult to evaluate. 
Since only 19.3 percent of the population was re-
ported to have such insurance, the sampling er- 
+or on these estimates is relatively large. Also, 
the proportion of persons with doctor visit insur- 

576197 0 - 60 - 3 

Type of inguring organization 


Blue Plan Blue Plan Unknown
Other
only and other type ("1 

37.6 6.9 54.1 1.3 \ 

37 .o 7.1 54.7 1.3 
38.3 6.8 53.5 1.4 


-
38.1 5.5 55 .o 1.4 
35.5 7.1 55.5 1.9 

37.1 6.1 55.5 1.3 

37.7 7.4 53.9 1 .o 
36.9 8.5 53.4 1.2 

39.7 9.4 49.7 1.2 

39.7 8.2 50.6 1.5 


52.6 9 .o 37.5 1.o 
40.4 7 .O 51.5 1.1 

26.6 6 .O 65.4 2 .o 
20.5 4.4 73.6 1.5 


40.7 7.8 50.1 1.4 

33.1 5.7 60 -2 0.9 

29.8 . 4.2 - 63.8 2.2 

31.6 6.8 58.8 2.8 

35.2 5.7 57.8 1.3 

38.8 6.1 53.9 1.2 

38.1 9.3 51.5 1.1 

40.6 5.1 52.5 1.8 


-

37.2 8.6 53 .o 1.2 
38 .O 5.9 54.8 1.4 


ance who did not know the type of insuring organ- 
ization was relatively large. The proportion who 
did not know was especially high among old per- 
sons, those in the South, those in rural-farm 
areas, and those in the lowest income group. 

13 



Table L. Percent distribution of persons with doctor visit insurance according to type

of insuring organization.and demographic characteristics: United States, July-December 

1959 


Type of insuring organization 
A l l  persons
with doctor Characteristic 
 visit Blue Plan Blue Plar Unknown
Other
insurance only and other type ("1 

100.o 19.8 2.5 73.9 3.8 

-Sex 
100.o 19.1 2.5 .74.a 3.6 
100.o 20.6 2.6 72.9 4 .O 

100 .o 20.8 2.1 73.7 3.4 
100.o 20.1 3.4 72.6 3.9 
100.o 20.8 2.2 73.3 3.7 
100.o 20.6 2.5 73.7 3.2 
100.o 18.2 2.9 74.6 4.3 
100.o 15.5 2.8 78.O 3.7 
100.o 18.8 2 .a 71.8 6.7 

Reeion 


100.o 30.6 3.4 62.1 3.9 
100.o 21,l 3.O 72.6 3.2 
100 .o 13.O 1.7 80.2 5.2 
100.o 13.6 1.8 81.6 3.O 

Residence 


100.o 20.8 2.6 72.7 3.9 
100.o 17.7 2.8 76.8 2.7 
100.o 19.6 0.6 73.O 6.8 

Family income 


100.o 14.4 4.O 75.9 5.7,
100.o 19.o 1.9 75.6 3.6 
100.o 21.1 2.3 72.O 4.5 
100.o 19.5 2.6 75.2 2.7 
100.o 21.2 218 73.4 2.5 

Mal or activity 


100.o 19.7 2.8 73.7 3.8 
100.o 19.9 2.3 74.O 3.7 

However, even allowing for the effects of these 
two factors, it is obvious, as  shown in table L, 
that approximately three fourths of those with 
insurance for doctor visits were covered by non- 
Blue Plans. The only significant variation was . 

with region, and this is consistent with the vari- 
atidn in the other two kinds of insurance and also 
with what would be expected from the population 
coverage data presented in Part  I of this report. 

14 
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Table 1. Percent of persons with hospi ta l  insurance according t o  residence by sex and age: 
United States ,  July-December 1959 

D a t a  a r e ,  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey”design, g e n e r a l  qual -  
[ i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1\13 

Residence 

Sex and age U.S. Ruralt o t a l  Urban 
Total  Nonfarm Farm 

67.1 71.5 60.5 68.0 45.0 

66.5 70.8 61.3 69.1 43.9 
63.4 68.4 55.2 62.6 43.1 

72.8 75.8 68.4 74.0 \ 50.5 
74.5 78.4 68;6 75.0 53.6 

74.4 79.3 65.6 73.2 ~ 50.8 
67.3 73.1 56.2 64.3 44.1 

53.2 . 58.6 43.5 49.3 34.1 
32.5 37.6 23.3 27.1 15.7 

68.1 72.8 61.3 69.1 45.7-

67.1 71.3 62.2 69.6 45.8 
63.7 69.0 55.2 62.3 44.9 

73.3 :775 69.7 76.3 50.4 
75.9 

75.2 
68.4 

54.6 
34.2 

-66.3 

65.9 
63.1 

72.3 
73.2 

73.7 
66.4 

52.1 
31.3 -


80.1 

80.7 
74.8 

61.-4 
40.0 

70.4 

70.3 
67.9 

76.0 
76.9 

78 .O 
71.6 

56.3 
36.0 

69.9 

’ 65.8 
56.9 

43,8 
25.5 

59.7 

60.3 
55.1 

67.2 
67.3 

65.3 
55.5 

43.2 
21.1 

76.6 

75.1 
66.0 

50,4 

29.1 

66.8 

68.7 
62.8 

72.1 
73.4 

71.2 
62.6 

48.2 
25.2 

54.0 

49.3 
43.5 

34: 5 
19.3 

44.2 

41.9 
41.4 

50.5 
53.2 

52.6 
44.9 

33.5 
. 11.6 

. 
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Table 2. Percent of persons with surgical insurance according to residence by sex and age: 

United States, July-December 1959 


Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qual- 
1. ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix II. 
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in Appendix I V ]  

Sex and age . 
u. s. 
total Urban 

. Residence 

- Total 

Rural 

Nonfarm Farm 

62.0 65.7 56.4 64.1 40.3 

62.4 
58.8 

66.2 
63.4 

57.8 
51.1 

66.2 
58.3 

39.1 
39.2 

.69.3 
69.7 

72.1 
72.7 

65.3 
65.2 

71.4 
71.8 

45.7 
49.5 

67.9 
60.2 

72.2 
65.6 

60.2 
49.8 

67.7 
57.9 

45.5 
37.6 

44.2 
23.6 

48.1 
26.9 

37.2 
17.5 

42.1 
19.8 

29.4 
13.0 

63.1 67.2 57.2 65.2 41.1 

62.8 
58.4 

'66.5 
63.2 

58.6 
50.6 

66.4 
57.2 

41.1 
40.8 

69.8 
71.6 

71.9 
74.8 

66.6 
67.0 

73.9 
73.9 

45.3 
50.6 . 

69.1 
61.4 

74.1 
.67.9 

60.5 
50.0 

69.6 
59.0 

44.5 
36.9 

47.2 
26.6 

53.0 
31.3 

38.1 
- 19.6 

43.7 
22.3 

30.1 
14;7 

61.0 64.3 55.6 63.0 39.3 

' 

62.0 
59.1 

68.8 
67.9 

66.0 
63.6 

72.2 
,70.8 

57.0 
51.5 

64.1 
63.3 

65 ..9 
59.3 

69.3 
69.7 

' 36.9 
37.6 

46 .O 
'48.4 

- I  

66.9 
59.1 

70.5 
. 63.6 

59.8 
49.6 

65.9 
56.8 

46.7 
38.3 

- 41.7 
21.2 

44.3 
23.9 

. 36.4 
15.5 

40.5 
17.7 

28.4 
10.8 
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Table 3. Percent of persons with doctor visit insurance according to residence by sex and age: 

United States, July-December 1959 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey design,  g e n e r a l  qual-  
. 	 i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of sampl ing e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms a r e , g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1.1--

Sex and age 


Female 


u. s. 
total 

-19.3 

18.7 
19.0 


22.8 

22.6 


21.7 

18.4 


10.2 


20.6 


18.6 

20 .o 

24.6 

24.4 


24.5 

20.7 


11.2 


18.2 


18.8 

18.2 


21.2 

20.9 


19 .o 
16.2 


9.3 


Urban 


20.3 


20 .o 
19.8 


23.7 

23.6 


22.5 

20 .o 

10.8 


21.8 


19.9 

21.6 


25.1 

25.4 


25.0 

23.3 


12.2 


19 .o 

20 .o 
18.2 


22.3 

22.1 


20.2 

17.1 


9.8 


Residence 


Rural 


Total Nonfarm 


17.8 


17.1 

17.8 


21.7 

21.0 


20.2 

15.3 


9.1 


18.8 


-17.0 

17.5 


23.9. 

23.0 


23.6 

16.1 


9.8 


16.9 


17.3 

18.1 


19.6 

19.0 


16.6 

14.5 


8.4 


20.5 


20.0 

20.4 


24.3 

23.6 


22.6 

17.4 


10.o 

21.6 


19.9 

19.0 


26.9 

26.3 


27.O 

17.9 


10.8 


19.5 


20.2 

21.5 


22.0 

20.8 


18.2 

16.9 


9.3 


Farm 


12.3 


10.7 

13.6 


13.2 

14.9 


15.6 

12.1 


7.6 


13.1 


10.7 

15.3 


15.3 

15.1 


17.6 

13.4 


8.3 


11.4 ' 

10.8 

11.8 


11.3 

14.7 


13;O 

10.7 


6.8 
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Table 4. Percent of persons with hospital insurance according to region by sex and age: 

United States, July-December 1959 
' Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qual- 

ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. 'Definitions of terms are given in Appendix I I .  
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in Appendix I V ]  

Region

U.S. 
total North-

east 
North 
Central South, West 

~~ 

67.i 75.2 73.9 56.1 61.6 

~~ 

66.5 
63.4 

77.3 
71.4 

74.7 
71.3 

53.2 
51.3 

60.4 
60.2 

72.8 
74.5 

79.3 
82.3 

79.8 
79.1 

64.3 
64.9 

64.5 
68.4 

74.4 
67.3 

81 .O 
76.8 

79.2 
73 .O 

64.1 
55.6 

73.1 
59.6 

53.2 
32.5 

58.4 
32.3 

60.9 
36.9 

43.8 
29.6 

44.O 
30.1 

I 68.1 76.5 74.1 56.9 62.9 

67.1 78.4 74.5 53.7 61.5 
63.7 71.1 70.3 51.6 61.7 

73.3 79.3 79.6 64.6 67.1 
75.9 83.2 80.3 67.8 68.3 

75.2 80.6 79.4 65.7 74.8 
68.4 78.9 73.8 54.8 61.O 

54.6 63.7 60.8 43.5 42.9 
34.2 34.4 36.5 32.4 32.6 

66.3 74.O 73.7 55.3 60.4 

5 65.9 76.2 74.9 52.7 59.3 
63.1 71.7 72.2 51 .O 58.9 

72.3 79.3 80 .O 64.O 62.3 
73.2 81.5 78.0 62.3 68.4 

I 
- 73.7 
66.4 

81.4 
74.8 

79-0 
72i2 

62.7 
56.2 

71.3 
58.1 . 

52.1 53.8 61.1 44.1 45.o 
31.3 30.8 37.2 27.5 27.8 

21 
576197 0 - 60 - 4 



Table 5. Percent  of persons with s u r g i c a l  insurance according t o  reg ion  by sex and age: United 
S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 ' 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  population. The survey design,  genera l  qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of  sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e n s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g iven i n  Appendix I V ]  

u. s.Sex and age t o t a l  

62.0 

62.4 
58.8 

69.3 
69.7 

67.9 
60.2 

44.2 
23.6 

63.1 

62.8 
58.4 

69.8 
71.6 

69.1 
61.4 

47.2 
26.6 

61.0 

62.0 
59.1 

68.8 
67.9 

66.9 
59.1 

41.7 
21.2 

North-
e a s t  

67.9 

71.4 
65.0 

74.7 
74.9 

73.9 
66.6 

44.3 
18.9 

69.4 

72.3 
63.7 

74.5 
76.7 

74.3 
69.0 

51.2 
24.1 

66.4 

70.5 
66.3 

75.0 
73.2 

73.5 
64.5 

38.2 
15.5 

Region 

North 
Centra1 

68.5 

70.2 
66.6 

75.3 
74.5 

71.2 
66.8 

52.9 
27.9 

68.8 

69.9 
64.9 

75.1 
76.2 

71.8 
67.6 

54.9 
28.3 

68.2 

70.5 
68.3 

75.6 
72.9 

70.6 
65.9 

51.0 
27.5 

South 

51.2 

' 49.3 
46.8 

61.0 
60.4 

57.4 
48.6 

36.8 
22.8 

52.2 

49.6 
46.4 

61.8 
63.7 

58.9 
48.1 

.37.3 
28.0 

50.3 

49.0 
47.1 

60.2 
57.5 

55.9 
49.0 

36.3 
18.8 

W e s t  

59.9 

59.4 
58.3 

64.0 
67 .O 

71.0 
56.6 

40.4 
25.2 

61.2 

60.2 
60.3 

66.6 
66.9 

72.8 
57.8 

41.1 
25.3 

58.8 

58.6 
56.6 

61.8 
67.2 

69.4 
55.2 

39.8 
25.1 

22 



Table  6. Percent of persons with doctor  v i s i t  insurance according t o  r eg ion  by sex and age:
United S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civi Iian noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix I I .  
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in Appendix I V ]  

u. s.Sex and age t o t a l  

19.'3 

18.7 
19.0 

22.8 
22.6 

21.7 
18.4 

10.2 

20.6 

18.6 
20 .o 

24.6 
24.4 

24.5 
20.7 

11.2 

18.2 

18.8 
18.2 

21.2 
20.9 

19.0 
16.2 

9.3 

North-
e a s t  

18.4 

19.2 
16.O 

21.7 
21.9 

20.1 
19.3 

7.1 

19.7 

19.8 
14.1 

23.4 
23.2 

22.6 
~ 22.8 

8.6 

17.3 

18.5 
17.8 

20.2 
20.7 

17.7 
16.2 

5.9 

. .  

Region 

North 
Cen t ra l  

18.5 

19.1 
20.4 

21.8 
19.9 

17.5 
16.1 

10.5 

19.2 

17.8 
24.7 

22.4 
20.9 

19.3 
16.6 

12.0 

1 

17.8 

20.5 
16.4 

21.2 
18.8 

15.6 
15.6 

9.3 

South ' West 

14.4 32.4 

.12.5 29.5 
14.5 31.6 

18.4 35.6 
16.7 39.6 

16.3 42.6 
14.0 .31.0 

10.4 15.3 

15.1 35.3 

12.6 30.3 
14.5 32.4 

19.8 40.6 
18.2 44.1 

17.4 50.5 
16.0 34.2 

10.9 15.5 

13.8 ,29.6 

12.3 28.7 
14.6 30.8 

17.0 31.0 
15.3 35.3 

15.4 3 4 . 8 .  
12.3 ,27.4 

10.1 15.2 
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Table 7. Percent of persons with hosp i t a l  insurance according t o  family income by sex and age:
United S ta t e s ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  c i v i  i i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey design, genera l  qual-
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g iven i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  of  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix II. 
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I V 1--

Family income 
/ 

I Sex and age U.S. 
t o t a l  

$2,000- $4,000-0-$1,999 $7,000+ Unknown
3,999 6,999-

67.1 33.1 56 .O 78.9 84.5 58.1 

66.5 23.5 50.5 78.9 85.1 56.7 
63.4 41.5 54.3 73.0 80.9 53.2 

72.8 36.5 57.8 82.0 85.4 58.5 
74.5 32.5 58.7 82.3 87.8 64.9 

74.4 37.0 63.8 82.9 88.7 67.6 
67.3 38.4 65.4 78.8 84.5 63.6 4 

53.2 37.5 59.6 69.0 69.8 49.4 
32.5 26.6 39.2 36.2 39.2 32.7 

68.1 32.4 55.5 79.7 85.2 58.7- 1 
67.1 24.4 50.6 79.5 86 .O 57.0 
63.7 45.6 55.3 73.0 78.9 51.2 

73.3 37.5 59.1 82.4 85.2 59.6 
75.9 35.2 58.8 83.2 88.3 63.3 

75.2 32.7 59.5 83.1 90.0 67.6 
68.4 29.4 63.2 79.6 85.9 64.1 

54.6 36.1 57.5 72.5 75.3 51.1 
34.2 23.7 45.3 47.6 36.1 37.9 

Female 

-66.3 33.8 56.4 78.0 83.8 57.7 

65.9 22.6 50.4 78.4 84.1 56.4 /
63.1 37.4 53.6 73.0 82.7 55.0 

72.3 35.5 56.6 81.6 85.7 57.2 
73.2 30.4 58.5 81.3 87.5 66.2 

73.7 39.8 67.5 82.6 87.3 67.5 
66.4 43.6 67.2 78 .O 82.7 63.2 

1 
52.1 38.5 61.8 65.7 64.6 48.2 
31.3 28.9 33.5 28.7 41.6 30.4 -

24  



Table 8. Percent of persons with surgical insurance according t o  family income by sex and age: 
United States,  July-December 1959 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutional population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given in Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix I I .  
A description of the special methods for data on health insurance is given in. Appendix I V ]-

Sex and age u. s .  
to ta l  

-
0-

$1,999 

Family income 

$2,000-
3,999 

$4,000-
6,999 

$7,00W Unknown 

Both sexes 

62.0- 27.4 50.0 74.2 79.6 52.0 

62.4 20.2 44.9 75.5 80.6 52.0 
58.8 35.2 50 .O 68.3 76.5 49.7 

69.3 33.0 53.4 78.4 82.4 53.9 
69.7 27.9 52.8 77.9 83.6 55.5 

67.9 29.4 55.9 76.9 82.7 61.3 
60.2 32.2 57.8 . 70.4 78.3 58.1 

44.2 30.0 50.5 57.3 59.3 41.5 
23.6 17.5 33.2 25.7 29.8 20.6 

63.1- 27.4 49.9 75 .O 80.1 52.9 

62.8 20.5 45.5 75.9 80.7 52.7 
58.4 40.3 49.7 67.6 73.8 45.6 

69.8 34.1 55.3 78.7 82.0 55.4 
71.6 31.5 52.8 79.4 84.5 54.7 

69.1 25.5 52.9 77.2 84.2 61.9 
61.4 24.4 56.1 71.1 80.4 57.9 

47.2 30.3 50.3 61.3 67.5 46.6 
26.6 17.8 38.6 39.3 25.2 23.7 

Female 

61.0- 27.3 50.1 73.4 79.2 51.3 

62.0 19.8 44.3 75.1 80.6 51.1 
59.1 30.0 50.3 68.9 78.8 53.2 

68.8 32.2 51.6 78.2 82.8 52.2 
67.9 25.0 52.8 76.3 82.9 56.2 

66.9 31.9 58.4 76.6 81.1 60.9 
59.1 36.9 59.2 69.6 75.9 58.4 

41.7 29.8 50.9 53.5 51.4 38.4 ' 

21.2 17.2 28.4 16.4 33.4 19.1 -
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- 

- 

- 

- 

Table 9. Percent of persons with doctor  v i s i t  insurance according t o  fami ly  income by'sex and 
age: United S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-u la t ion .  The s u r v e y  d e s i g n ,  g e n e r a l  qual-  
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampl ing  e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  of  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance  i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I V ]  

Family income 
u. s.Sex and age t o t a l  0- $2,000- $4,000- $7,00(H Unknown

$1,999 3,999 6,999- __. 

19.3 8.9 14.1 21.9 27.7 17.9-
18.7 6.2 11.7 21.2 28.1 17.7 
19.0 15.4 15.6 20.2 24.1 18.8 

22.8 12.2 14.5 25.4 30.1 18.9 
22.6 9.8 15.0 22.5 31.6 19.7 

21.7 9.1 18.2 22.7 28.6 19.9 
18.4 8.0 15.2 22.5 25.0 21.7 

10.2 6.6 13.1 13.2 13.0 9.8 

-20.6 10.2 14.5 22.8 -29.0 19.2 

18.6 6.2 11.1 21.0 28.3 17.8 
20.0 22.2 16.3 19.7 23.0 18.3 

24.6 14.1 17 .3  27.0 31.2 21.4 
24.4 11.6 15.2 24.7 33.6 18.3 

24.5 11.1 19.0 24.7 32.3 22.3 
20.7 7.1 14.3 25.2 28.3 23.4 

11.2 6.0 14.5 14.8 14.4 13.3 

18.2 7.7 i3.8 26.9 26.3 16.8-
18.8 6.2 12.2 21.4 27.8 17.7 
18.2 8.6 15.1 20.7 25.0 19.2 

21.2 10.6 11.8 24.0 29.1 16.1 
20.9 8.3 14.8 20.2 29.7 20.9 

19.0 8.O 17.4 20.6 24.5 17.6 
16.2 8.7 15.9 19.2 21.0 19.919.3 7 z 11.6 11.8 11.7 7.7 
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Table 10. Percent of persons with hosp i t a l  insurance according t o  major a c t i v i t y  and according 
t o  family status by sex and age: United S ta t e s ,  July-December 1959 

Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey design, genera l  qual- 
[ i f i c a t  ions , and t a b l e s  o f  sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix 1 1 . '  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g iven i n  Appendix I V 1  
~~ 

Major a c t i v i t y  Family s t a t u s  

Sex and age ; 
u.s 
t o t a l  Usually

working 
(age 17+) 

tther leads of 
Families 

Other 

d e rs 
family hd iv idua l s  

67.1- 74.8 62.9 69.9 66.9 58.4 
7 

66.5 
63.4 

... 
63.9 

66.5 
63.2 

... 
59.7 

66.5 
63.3 

(*I
69.3 

72.8 75.5 68.6 73.7 72.9 63.7 
74.5 78.2 67.7 74.8 74.8 67.9 

74.4 78.5 65.9 75.5 74.2 68.9 
67.3 75.1 57.0 70.5 65.5 62.0 

53.2 66.8 49.1 56.1 52.3 49.0 
32.5 47.0 31.2 36.2 29.6 32.0 

68.1- 74.0 62.0 73 -1 64.1 57.3 
-

67.i  
63.7 

... 
60.0 

67.1 
.66.1 . 

... 
68.7 

6 7Tl 
60.9 

(*)
75.4 

73.3 75.5 38.5 78.2 50.1 62.3 
75.9 78.0 30.7 78.1 54.6 64.3 

75.2 77.3 40.5 77 .O 55.5 . 63.0 
68.4 73.3 41.2 71.4 42.6 50 .O 

54.6 64.6 48.6 57.3 42.2 44.6 
34.2 46.7 31.6 39.1 26.2 25.6 

66.3- 76.8 63.5- 44.8 68.3 59.1 

65.9 
63.1 

... 
68.9 

65.9 
61.0 

... 
18.3 

65.8 
65.0 

(*I
61.1 

72.3 75.3 71.1 29.9 76.1 66.2 
73.2 78.9 70.0 44.2 76.3 72.0 

73.7 80.9 68.4 60.7 75.2 72.7 
66.4 79.7 60.2 62.3 66.7 67.5 

52.1 73.4 49.4 49.4 . 53.1 50.8 
31.3 - (*I 31.0 

-
25.1 30.3 35.1 
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Table 11. Percent of persons with h o s p i t a l  insurance according t o  family s t a t u s  and major

' a c t i v i t y  by sex and age: United States ,  July-December 1959 

D a t a  a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey design,  g e n e r a l  qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s  , and t a b l e s  of sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance is g i v e n  i n  Appendix I V ]  

Sex and age U.S. 
t o t a l  

Heads of 
f ami l i e s  

Usually
working 

(age 17+) 
Dther 

Other family
members 

Usually
working 

(age 17+) 
kher 

Individua1s 

Usually 
working

(age 17+) 

-
d e r  

67.1 76.6 40.4- 72.4 65.9- 71.1 45.2 

66.5 
63.4 

... 
67.2 

... 
33.0 

... 
62.7 

66.5 
63.5 

... 
63.3 

(*I
73.3 

72.8 78.1 28.3 71.5 73.7 69.0 37.3 
74.5 78.5 27.6 78.3 73.0 74.8 32.4 

74.4 78.2 42.0 80.1 70.6 76.1 36.2 
67.3 75.9 45.1 74.9 62.3 72.1 44.2 

46.1 64.2 44.3 60.1 43.2 63.9 37.6 

68.1- 77.2 46.6- 54.7 65.4- 64.7 47.4 

67.1 
63.7 

. a .  

68.6 
... 

69.7 
... 

52.2 
67.1 
64.2 

... 
65.3 

(*>
80.7 

73.3 
75.9 

79.1 
79.4 

52.0 
36.5 

55.4 
61.4 

(*>
(*) 

67.6 
70.3 

(*>
("1 

75.2 
68.4 

78.7 
75.5 

45.4 
45.1 

61.3 
48.9 

("1
("1 

68.6 
57.8 

("1 
(*> 

47.9 63.5 46.3 (4) 31.5 52.0 31.8 

66.3- 67.2 29.2- 78.3 66.2 76.7 44.0 
I_ 

65.9 
63.1 

...
(*> 

... 
11.0 

... 
70.8 

65.8 
63.0 

... 
61.5 

(*>
60.8 

72.3 
73.2 

52.6 
63.4 

15.6 
22.5 

78.5 
81.4 

75.3 
73.9 

71.5 
80.5 

("1
("1 

73.7 72.7 37.5 . 82.4 71.2 81.2 41.0 
66.4 82.2 45.2 78.8 63.1 80,3 48.9 

44.6 (*I 36.7 66.7 44.6 
-

73.7 40.0 



Table 12. Percent of persons with su rg ica l  insurance according t o  major a c t i v i t y  and according 
t o  family status by sex and age: United S ta t e s ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey design, genera l  qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 1 .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I V ]  

Major a c t i v i t y  Family s t a t u s  
u. ' S .Sex and age Usually Othert o t a l  Heads ofworking Other familyfamilies(age 17+) members 

Both sexes 

62 .O 69.6 ' 57.9 64.4 62.1 

62.4 ... 62.4 ... 62.4 
58.8 59.6 58.4 54.9 58.7 

69.3 71.9 65.3 70.8 68.Y 
69.7 73.3 63.2 70.4 69.8 

67 .Y 72.2 59.2 69.3 67.7 
,60.2 68.2 49.7 63.2 58.3 

44.2 59.6 39.6 47.5 43.4 
23.6 41.8 21.9 27.4 20.6 

63.1 69 .O 57.1 67.7 59.5 

62.8 ... 62.8 ... 62.8 
58.4 55.2 60.5 63.3 55.3 

69.8 72 .O 35.4 75.1 43.7 
71.6 73.6 27.1 73.8 50.4 

69.1 71.3 33.3 70.7 50.9 
. 61.4 66.2 35.8 64.6 33.1 

47.2 58.6 40.6 49.4 38.7 
26.6 41.3 23.6 30.5 16 .O 

r- .Female 

61 .O 7 1 .O 58.3 38.2 63.4 

62.0 ... 62.0 ... 62.0 
59.1 65.2 56.8 16.3, 61.1 

68.8 71.5 67.6 28.4 72.4 
67.9 72.3 65.5 38.7 71 .1  

66.9 73.9 61.7 56 .O 68.6 
59.1 73.1 52.6 52.1 59.5 

41.7 62.6 39.1 36.6 43.8 
21.2 ("1 20.8 15.1 21.6 

Indi-
viduals  

51.1 

("1 
65 .O 

60.4 
61.6 

61.2 
55.3 

39.2 
22.9 

52.9 

("1
72.6 

59.1 
59.6 

59.6 
43.3 

38.8 
23 .O 

49.8 

(*I
54 .O 

62.3 
63.8 

62.4 
60.9 

39.3 
22.8 

576197 0 - 60 - 5 
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Table 13. Percent-of persons with surgical insurance according to family status and major 

activity by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey 'design,  generat  qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of  sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g iven i n  Appendix 1 .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix I I. 
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g iven i n  Appendix 1\13 

Other
Heads of families Individuals

family members 
u. s. 


Sex aRd age total Usually 
working
(age. 17+) 

Other 
Usually
working 
(age 17+) 

Other 
Usually
working 
(age 17+) 

Other 

62.0 71.5 33.2 67.O 61.2 64.9 37.O 

62.4 
58.8 

... 
62.4 

... 
28.1 

... 
58.7 

62.4 
58.7 

... 
57.9 

(*)
69.7 

69.3 74.9 27.3 66.9 70.O 65.8 33.9 
69.7 74.0 24.7 72.5 68.3 68.3 28.7 

67.9 72.0 36.2 73.8 64.O 69.1 24.9 
60.2 69.O 37 .o 67.6 55.2 64.9 38.7 

37.1 57.4 34.9 53.5 34.1 56.7 27.7 

63.1 72.1 39.1 49.4 60.8 60.1 43.3 

62.8 ... ... ... 62.8 ... 
58.4 63.6 5919 47.3 58.3 60.2 

69.8 
71.6 

75-9 
75.1 

49.8 
33.5 

48.8 
57.4 

(*) 
(*> 

64.O 
65.5 

69.1 
61.4 

72.3 
68.6 

37.8 
39.2 

56.6 
38.2 

(*) 
(*) 

66.1 
49.4 

40.4 56.9 37.6 (*) 22.5 48.8 

61.O 61.4 22.6 73.O 61.4 69.1 

62.O 
59.1 

... 
(*) 

... 
(*> 

... 
67.3 

62.O 
59 .o 

... 
55.5 

(*)
52.6 

68.8 
67.9 

49.2 
55.9 

15.3 
19.6 

74.5 
75.3 

71.7 
69.2 

68.9 
71.6 

(*I 
(*) 

66.9 
59.1 

67.5 
75.9 

34.O 
32.3 

76.O 
71.8 

64.6 
55.9 

71.2 
73.9 

(*)
42.4 

34.3 (*) 24.6 56.5 35.5 62.5 28.O 
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'Table 14. Percent of persons With doctor visit  insurance according t o  major ac t iv i ty  and accord- 
ing to family status by sex and age: United States,  July-December 1959 

._ 

[Data a r e  based on household in terv iews o f  t h e  c i v i  l l a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey design, general qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampling e r r o r s  a re  g iven i n  Appendix 1 .  D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix I i .  
A descr ip t ion  of  the  spec ia l  methods f o r  d a t a  on hea l th  insurance i s  g iven i n  Appendix I V ]  

Major ac t iv i ty  Family status-u. s.Sex and age t o t a l  tIsua11y OtherHeads of Indi-working Other familyEamilies viduals(age 17+) members 

19.3 23.5 17.1 21.7 18.6 17.1 


18.7 ... 18.7 ... 18.7 , (*I
19.o 20.2 18.5 20.5 17.9 29.3 

22.8 24.. 5 20.3 24.2 21.7 23.1 

22.6 25.0 18.3 23.9 21.7 17.9 


21.7 24.7 15.5 23.9 19.2 21.9 

18.4 21.9 13.7 21.0 16.6 14.4 


10.2 18.8 8.3 12.2 8.6 9.3 


20.6 24.0 17.0 23.1 17.8 21.8
-
18.6 ... 18.6 ... 18.6 (*I
20 .o 19.7 20.2 23.8 16.3 40.2 

24.6 25.3 14.6 25.7 17.6 25.3 

24.4 25.3 (*) 25.3 17.4 18.4 

24.5 25.7 ("1 24.8 15.2 26.8 
20.7 22.5 10.6 21.8 10.9 13.7 


11.2 16.9 8.8 12.9 ('0 7.8 

-18.2 22.3 -17.1 11.2 19.0 l3.8 . 

18.8 ... 18.8 ... 18.8 (*)
18.2 20.8 17.2 > (*) 19.0 13.4 

21.2 22.3 20.8 9.7 22.2 19.2 

20.9 24.1 19.1 12.0 22 .o 17.0 

19.0 22.4 16.5 14.7 19.5 18.7 

16.2 20.2 14.4 14.3 16.9 14.7 


9.3 24.9 8 .O 8.6 9.1 10.o -
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Table 15. Percent of persons with hospi ta l  insurance according t o  chronic l imitat ion of a c t i v i t y
by sex and age: United States ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i  I ian  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey design, general qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampling e r r o r s  a r e  given i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g iven i n  Appendix II. 
A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g iven i n  Appendix I V ]  

U.S.
Sex and age t o t a l  

67.1 

65.6 

73.7 

71.4 
74.4 
67,. 3 

46.1 
53.2 
32.5 

68.1 

66.2 

74.6 

72.3 
75.2 
68.4 

47.9 
54.6 

34.2 

66.3 

65.0 

72.8 

70.5 
73.7 
66.4 

44.6 
52.1 
31.3 

Persons with one or  more chronic conditions Per sons 
with no NO limi- Unable t o  chronic Limited i n  Limited int a t i o n  carry oncondi- out s ide  majorof majort ions  a c t i v i t y  a c t i v i t ya c t i v i t y  a c t i v i t y  

67.9 71.5 64.4 49.8 34.4 

65.0 68.5 69.7 59.2 49.1 

73.7 76.8 71.7 56.5 28.2 

74.5 74.7 68.4 54.2 43.4 
75.9 77.1 70.8 61.1 43.4 
72.4 71.6 65.9 48.6 43.5 

53.2 53.1 44.3 38.3 30.2 
58.7 58.4 48.8 45.6 37.0 
37.1 39.8 38.0 26.2 24.5 

68.7 73.8 70.3 48.6 36.0 

65.4 69.7 76.0 57.6 (*> 

74.7 78.8 75.5 52.6 30.2 

75.5 76.5 74.8 53.3 43.2 
76.9 78.0 75.1 59.7 44.9 
73.3 74.3 74.6 48 .O 42.4 

56.7 59.0 43.7 37.9 33.0 
IU2.93 /. 64.3 (52 j 42.2 39.2 
37.1 45.0 (*> 27.5 26.2 

67.2 69.6 60.8 50.8 31.2 

64.6 67.3 63.0 60.8 ("1 

72.8 75.1 69.6 60.2 ("1 

73.6 73.2 64.4 55.0 44.1 
74.9 76.2 68.4 62.2 (*>
71.5 69.4 59.2 49.2 ("1 

50.1 49.3 44.6 38.5 24.7 
54.3 54.6 51.0 48.9 30.1 
37.2 36.8 35.3 25.4 22.1 

, 
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Table 16. Percent of pereons with surgical insurance according t o  chronic l imitat ion of a c t i v i t y

by BOX and age: United S ta tes ,  July-December 1959 

[Data are based on household interviews of the civl lian nonlnstltutlonal population. The survey design, general qual- 
ifications, and tables of sampling errors are given In Appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in Appendix I I .  
A description of the special methods for data on health Insurance Is given in Appendix I V ]  

Persons Persons with one or more chronic conditions 

Sex and age u. s. 
t o t a l  

with no 
chronic 
condi-
t ions 

NO limi-
t a t i o n  

of 
a c t i v i t y  

Limited i n  
outs ide 
a c t i v i t y  

Limited i n  
major

a c t i v i t y  

Unable t o  
carry on 
major

a c t i v i t y  

62.0- 63.0 66.2 59.4 43.5 27.6 

61.4 60.7 .64.5 65.5 57.1 45.1 

69.5 69.4 72.7 69.4 51.6 26.7 

64.6 67.8 68.1 62.8 47.2 36.9 
67.9 69.1 70.8 66.5 54.2 36.1 
60.2 65.6 64.3 58.5 41.6 37.3 

37.1 43.0 43.6 36.2 31.0 22.0 
44.2 49.1 49.1 42.2 37.9 27.1 
23.6 24.7 29.7 27.5 19.5 17.8 

63.1- 63.7 69.0 65.6 42.4 30.1 

61.6 60.8 65.4 72.8 55.3 (*I 
70.7 70.5 75.5 71.2 46.9 28.7 

65.8 68.9 70.2 71.4 45.3 38.0 
69.1 70.2 72.5 74.2 52.8 36.1 
61.4 67.0 66.7 69.2 39.4 39.1 

40.4 48.1 51.6 33.2 32.4 25.7 
47.2 
26.6 

55.6 
25.9 

57.1 
37.3 

(*I
(*I 

36.6 
22.6 

29.9 
21.5 

61.0- 62.3 63.8 55.5 44.4 22.5 

61.1 60.6 63.6 57.6 58.7 (*I 
68.3 68.2 70.4 68.5 56.1 (*I 
63.5 
66.9 
59.1 

66.6 
68.0 
64.2 

66,l 
69.2 
62.3 

56.9 
62.5 
50.2 

48.9 
55.6 
43.7 

33.7 ' 

(*I
("I 

34.3 38.4 38.5 37.4 29.8 14.6 
41.7 43.2 44.0 43.5 39.2 18.4 
21.2 23.6 25.3 28.7 17.8 12.7 
-
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Table  17. Percent of persons wi th  doc to r  v i s i t  insurance according t o  ch ron ic  l i m i t a t i o n  of 
a c t i v i t y  by sex  and age: United S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 

-' D a t a  a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey d e s i g n ,  g e n e r a l  qual- 
i f i c a t  ions, and t a b l e s  o f  sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I t .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1\13 

Persons with one or more chronic condi t ionsPersons 
with no No lW- Unable t o  Sex.and age u. s. chronic Limited in  Limited i nt o t a l  t a t i o n  c a r r y  oncondi- ou t s ide  majorOf majort i o n s  a c t i v i t y  a c t i v i t y  a c t i v i t ya c t i v i t y  

19.3 19.7 21.0 19.3 12.3 6.3-
18.8 18.4 20.4 26.8 17.6 (*> 

22.7 22.9 23.7 21.5 16.1 (*I 
20.2 21.8 21.4 20.2 12.7 9.9 
21.7 ' 22.6 23.0 22.2 12.1 (*>
18.4 20.5 19.1 18.1 13.1 (*> 

10.2 12.1 12.7 9.6 8.3 4.5 

20.6 20.4 23.8 24.4 12.0 7.1 

19.0 18.3 21.5 34.5 13.6 (*I 
24.5 24.3 26.6 21.6 16.0 (*> 

22.9 24.3 25.3 25.7 12.2 9.3 
24.5 25.5 26.8 25.2 12.2 (*I
20.7 22.5 23.1 26.3 12.2 ("1 

11.2 13.6 14.9 13.1 8.7 6.0 

18.2 18.9 18.7 16.1 12.5 4.6-
18.6 18.4 19.2 18.8 21.6 (*> 

21.0 21.4 21.4 21.3 16.1 (*I 
17.8 19.3 17.9 16.6 13 .1  11.4 
19.0 19.8 19.4 20.4 12.1 (*I
16.2 18.6 16.0 11.9 13.8 (*I 
9.3 10.8 11.3 8.1 8.0 1.5 
-
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Table 18. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of persons according t o  whether , they had hosp i t a l  insurance and 
according t o  whether they were hospi ta l ized i n  a short-s tay hosp i t a l  during the  previous 12 
months by sex and age: United S ta t e s ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey design,  g e n e r a l  qual-  
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  of  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i a l  method5 f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1\13 

A l l  persons Persons with no hosp i t a l  
insurance 

Persons with hosp i t a l  
insurance 

Sex and age 
Total  

Hospital episodes 

One or  
more 

To ta l  

Hospital  episodes 

None One or  
more 

Total  

Hospital  episodes 

None One or 
more 

Both sexes 
1 

A l l  ages-- 100.0 90.6 9.4 100.o 92.3 7.7 100.0- 89.8 10.2 

100 .o 
100.0 

94.8 
86.8 

5.2 
13.2 

100.o 
100.0 

96.1 
88.1 

3.9 
11.9 

100.0 
100.0 

94.1 
86.1 

5.9 
13.9 

100.0 
100.0 

85.6 
89.6 

14.4 
10.4 

100.0 
100.0 

85.6 
92.0 

14.4 
8.0 

100 .o 
100.o 

85.6 
88.8 

14.4 
11.2 

100.0 
100.0 

90.9 
91.2 

9.1 
8.8 

100.0 
100.0 

93.2 
93.2 

6.9 
6.8 

100.0 
100.o 

90.2 
90.2 

9.8 
9.8 

100.o 
100.0 

89.1 
89.6 

10.9 
10.4 

100.0 
100.0 

91.3 
92.4 

8.7 
7.6 

100.0 
100.o 

87.1 
83.7 

12..9 
16.3 

Male-
A l l  ages-- 100.0 92.8 7.2 100.0 94.1 5.9 100.0 92.2 7.8 

100.0 
100.o 

94.2 
94.4 

5.8 
5.6 

100 .o 
100.0 

95.3 
96.3 

4.7 
3.7 

100 .o 
100.0 

93.7 
93.2 

6.3 
6.8 

100.o 
100.o 

93.8 
92.4 

6.2 
7.6 

100 .o 
100 .o 

93.6 
94.3 

6.4 
5.7 

100 .o 
100.o 

93.9 
91.8 

6.1 
8.2 

100.0 
100.0 

91.3 
90.9 

8.7 
9.1 

100 .o 
100 .o 

93.2 
92.3 

6.8 
7.6 

100.0 
100.o 

90.7 
' 90.2 

9.3 
9.8 

100.0 
100 .o 

88.3 
88.7 

11.7 
11.3 

100.0 
100.o 

90.3 
90.9 

9.7 
9.1 

100.0 
100.0 

86.7 
84.5 

13.3 
15.5 

Female 

A l l  ages-- 100.0 88.6 11.4 100.0- 90.7 9.3 100.0- 87.5 12.5. 

100.0 
100.0 

95.3 
80.1 

4.7 
19.9 

100 .o 
100.0 

96.9 
80.9 

3.1 
19.1 

100.0 
100.o 

94.5 
79.6 

5.5 
20.4 

100.0 
100 .o 

78.1 
87.1 

21.9 
12.9 

100.o 
100.0 

78.5 
90.2 

21.5 
9.8 

100 .o 
100.0 

77.9 
86.0 

22.1 
14.0 

100.0 
100.0 

90.6 
91.4 

9.4 
8.6 

100 .o 
100.0 

93.1 
94.0 

6.9 
6.0 

100.0 
100.o 

89.7 
90.1 

10.3 
9.9 

100 .o 
100 .o 

89.8 
90.2 

10.2 
9.8 

100.0 
100.O' 

92.2 
93.5 

7.8 
6.5 

100.o 
100.o 

87.5 
83.0 

12.5 
17.0 

-
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Table 19. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of persons according t o  whether they had hospi ta l  insurance and 
type of insuring organization by sex and age: United States,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey design,  g e n e r a l  qual -  
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 1 .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix iV]  

Persons with hospi ta l  insurance 
Per sons 

Type of insuring organization u. s. with no Sex and age -~~t o t a l  hospi ta l  Total  -

insurance Blue Plan Blue Plan Otheronly and other 

Both sexes 

100.0 32.9 67.1 26.2 5.0 35.2 0.8 

100.0 33.5 66.5 26.3 4.0 35.4 0.8 
100.o 36.6 63.4 23.3 4.5 34.5 1.2 
100.o 27.2 72.8 27.4 4.9 39.6 0.8 

100.0 25.5 74.5 29.3 6.2 38.4 0.7 
100.0 25.6 74.4 28.3 6.7 38.6 0.8 
100.0 32.7 67.3 27.4 6.7 32.7 0.6 

100.0 53.9 46.1 19.7 3.4 22.4 0.6 
100.o 46.8 53.2 23.5 4.1 25.0 0.6 
100.o 67.5 32.5 12.5 2.0 17.4 0.7 

100.0 31.9 68.1 26 .O 5.2 36.0 0.8-
100 .o 32.9 67.1 26.8 4.2 35.3 0.9 
100.0 36.3 63.7 22.5 4.8 35.1 1.2 
100.0 26.7 73.3 27.1 5.3 40.3 0.7 

100 .o 24.1 75.9 28.8 6.1 40.2 0.7 
100.0 24.8 75.2 27.3 7.1 40.2 0.5 
100.0 31.6 68.4 26.6 6.9 34.1 0.7 

100.0 52.1 47.9 19.9 3.8 23.7 0.5 
100 .o 45.4 54.6 22.9 4.3 26.7 0.7 
100.0 65.8 34.2 13.9 2.9 17.3 0.1 

100.o 33.7 66.3 26.3 4.8 34.3 0.8 

100.0 34.1 65.9 25.8 3.8 35.5 0.8 
100.0 36.9 63.1 23.9 4.1 33.9 1.2 
100.0 27.7 72.3 27.7 4.6 39.1 1.0 

100.o 26.8 73.2 29.7 6.2 36.6 0.7 
100.0 26.3 73.7 29.3 6.3 37-0 1.0 
100.0 33.6 66.4 28.1 6.5 31.3 0.5 

100.o 55.4 44.6 19.5 3.1 21.3 0.7 
100.o 47.9 52.1 24.0 4.1 23.5 0.5 
100.0 68.7 31.3 11.4 1.3 17.4 1.2 
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Table 20. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of persons according t o  whether they had hospi ta l  insurance and 
type of insuring organization by residence and age: United S ta tes ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The  survey  des ign ,  g e n e r a l  qual-  
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampl ing  e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance  i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I V l  

Persons -Persons with hospi ta l  insurance 

Residence and age A l l  
per-
sons 

-

with no 
hospi ta l

insurance Total  
Type of insuring organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

-
Dther 

-
U. S. t o t a l  

100.0- 32.9 67.1- 26.2 5.0 35.2 0.8 

100.0 34.4 65.6 25.4 4.1 35.1 0.9 
100.0 26.3 73.7 28.4 5.6 39.0 0.8 

100.o 28.6 71.4 27.9 6.7 36.0 0.7 
100.o 53.9 46.1 19.7 3.4 22.4 0.6 

100.0- 28.5 71.5- 30.3 6.1 34.1- 1.0 

100.0 30.0 70.0 29.5 5.2 34.2 1.2 
100.0 22.9 77.1 32.4 6.6 37.3 0.9 

100.o 23.4 76.6 32.4 8.2 35.2 0.8 
100.0 48.7 51.3 23.8 4.1 22.9 0.6 

Rural nonfarm 

100.0- 32.0 68.0- 22.8 4.0 40.7- 0.5 

100.0 32.4 67.6 22.8 3.4 40.9 0.5 
100.0 25.5 74.5 24.8 4.7 44.5 0.5 

100.0 30.3 69.7 23.3 4.9 41.0 0.5 
100.0 58.6 41.4 14.1 2.5 24.2 0.5 

Rural farm 

100.0- 55.0 45.0- 13.9 1.9 28.3- 0.9 

100.0 56.3 43.7 14.3 1.6 26.9 0.9 
100.o 47.7 52.3 16.0 2.2 33.2 0.9 

100.0 52.2 47.8 13.2 2.4 31.4 0.7 
100.0 71.7 28.3 8.8 1.3 '17.1 1.0 
- - -
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Table 21. Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  of persons according t o  whether they  had h o s p i t a l  insurance and 
type of in su r ing  o rgan iza t ion  by r eg ion  and age: United S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 

D a t a  a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey  des ign ,  g e n e r p l  qual-  
[ i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampl ing  e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 1 .  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  o n . h e a l t h  insurance  i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 V 1  

Persons with h o s p i t a l  insurance -PersonsA 11 Type of i n su r ing  organiza t ion  wi th  no Region and age per-
sons hosp i t a l  T o t a l  

insurance Blue Plan Blue Plan Otheron ly  and o ther  

100 .o 32.9 67.1 26.2 5.0 35.2 0.8 

100.0 34.4 65.6 25.4 4.1 35.1 0.9 
100.0 26.3 73.7 28.4 5.6 39.0 0.8 

100.0 28.6 71.4 27.9 6.7 36.0 0.7 
100.0 53.9 46.1 19.7 3.4 22.4 0.6 

100 .o 24.8 75.2 41.0 7.5 26.0 0.7 

100 .o 24.4 75.6 40.5 6.5 27.7 0.9 
100.0 19.1 80.9 43.3 8.7 28.3 0.7 

100.0 20.9 79.1 43.7 9.6 25.2 0.7 
100 .o 50.3 49.7 30.6 3.8 14.9 0.4 

100 .o- 26.1 73.9- 30.8 5.5 36.8- 0.8 

100 .o 26.3 73.7 31.3 4.8 36.7 0.9 
100 ;o 20.6 79.4 32.5 6.0 40.3 0.7 

100.0 23.5 76.5 31.1 7.1 37.4 0.8 
100.0 47.2 -52.8 22.2 , 4.1 25.8 0.6 

100.0 43.9 56.1 15.3 3.4 36.4 0.9-
100.0 47.3 52.7 14.6 2.6 34.3 1.1 
100.0 35.4 64.6 18.3 3.7 41.7 0.8 

100.0 39.5 60.5 15.3 5.1 39.2 0.8 
100.0 61.1 38.9 10.6 2.2 25.1 0.9 

100.0 38.4 61.6 12.8 2.7 45.4 0.8 

100.0 39.6 60.4 12.2 2.2 45.1 0.9 
100.o 33.5 66.5 12.5 2.7 50.3 0.9 

100.0 32.2 67.8 15.9 3.4 48.0 0.5 
100.0 61.1 38.9 9.6 3.4 25.2 0.7 
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Table 22. Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  of persons according t o  whether they  had h o s p i t a l  insurance and 
type of i n su r ing  o rgan iza t ion  by fami ly  income and age: United S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey design,  g e n e r a l  qual-  
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampl ing e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I V 1-

Family'income and age  
A l l  
per-
sons 

Persons 
A t h  no 
h o s p i t a l  

insurance 

Persons with h o s p i t a l  insurance-
Tota l  

~~ -

Type of i n su r ing  organiza t ion  -
Other 
-

Blue Plan  
only  

Blue P lan  
and o the r  

100.0- 32.9 67.1- 26.2 5.0 35.2- 0.8 

100.o 34.4 65.6 25.4 4.1 35.1 0.9 
100.0 26.3 73.7 28.4 5.6 39.0 0.8 

100.0 28.6 71.4 27.9 6.7 36 .O 0.7 
100.o 53.9 46.1 19.7 3.4 22.4 0.6 

0-$1,999 

100.0 66.9 33.1- 10.6 2.1 19.6- 0.9 

100.0 69.9 30.1 8.5 2.6 17.7 1.3 
100.0 65.5 34.5 10.2 2.3 21.4 0.7 

100.0 62.2 37.8 11.4 1.7 23.9 0.8 
100 .o 66.7 33.3 13.5 1.5 17.6 0.6 

100.0- 44.0 56.0 20.4 3.0 31.8- 0.7 

100 .o 48.3 51.7 18 .3  2.1 30.4 0.9 
100.o 41.8 58.2 21.1 3.0 33.4 0.6 

100.o 35.4 64.6 24.4 4.8 34.7 0.7 
100.0 46.8 53.2 20.4 3.7 28.9 0.2 

100.0- 21.1 78.9 31.5 5.5 40.9- 0.9 

100 .o 22.5 77.5 . 30.9 4.5 41.1 1.0 
100.0 17.9 82.1 33.1 5.6 42.7 0.7 

100.o 18.7 81.3 32.1 7.9 40.6 0.7 
100.o 40.4 59.6 25.0 6.2 ,27.7 0.6 

100.0- 15.5 84.5- 33.8 8.4 41.4- 0.8 

100.o 16.1 83.9 34.3 7.O 41.8 0.8 
100.0 13 .1  86.9 32.5 8.8 44.8 0.8 

100.0 12.7 87.3 35.7 10.8 40 .O 0.7 
100.0 40.7 59.4 28.6 7.2 22.5 1.1 

100.0- 41.9 58.1- 25 .O 3.2 29.1- 0.9 

100.0 44.5 55.5 22.6 2.5 29.6 0.7 
100 .o 37.9 62.2 26.3 3.8 30.9 1.3 

100.o 34.2 65.7 27.8 4.2 32.8 0.9 
100.0 56.3 43.7 23.5 1.7 17.5 1.0 

- -
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Table 23. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of persons according t o  whether they had hospi ta l  insurance and 
type of insuring organization by major a c t i v i t y  and age: United S ta tes ,  July-December 1959 

D a t a  a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey design, g e n e r a l  qual-  
[ i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampl ing e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1.1 

Major a c t i v i t y  and age 
A l l  
per-
sons 

Persons 
wlth no 
hospi ta l  

insurance 

-
Total  

Persons k i t h  hospi ta l  insurance 

Type of insuring organization 

Blue Plan 
only 

Blue Plan 
and other 

-
Other Unknown 

type (*I 

100 .o- 32.9 67.1- 26.2 5.0 35.2- 0.8 

100 .o 
100 .o 

34.4 
26.3 

65.6 
73.7 

25.4 
28.4 

4.1 
5.6 

35.1 
39.0 

0.9 
0.8 ~ 

100.0 
100.0 

28.6 
53.9 

71.4 
46.1 

27.9 
19.7 

6.7 
3.4 

36.0 
22.4 

0.7 
0.6 

100.o 

100.0 
100.0 

- 25.2 

36.1 
23.1 

74.8 

63.9 
76.9 

28.4 

23.3 
28.8 

6.8 

4.2 
6.3 

38.8 

35.2 
41.1 

- 0.8 

1.2 
0.8 

4 

100 .o 
100 .o 

22.8 
36.3 

77.2 
63.7 

29.8 
25.6 

8.4 
6.9 

38.2 
30.1 

0.8 
1.1 

100.0- 37.1 62.9 25.0 4.0 33.2- 0.8 
\ 

100.0 
100 .o 

34.2 
31.8 

65.8 
68.2 

25.6 
27.6 

4.1 
4.4 

35.1 
35.5 

0.9 
0.7 

100 .o 
100.o 

38.6 
57.8 

61.4 
42.2 

24.6 
18.4 

3.8 
2.6 

32.4 
20.7 
-

0.6 
0.5 
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Table 24. Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  of persons according t o  whether they had su rg ica l  insurance and 
type of insuring organization by sex and age: United S ta t e s ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey  des ign ,  g e n e r a l  qua l -  
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampl ing  e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I V ]  

Persons with su rg ica l  insurance 
~~Persons -

u. s. with no Type of insuring organization 
Sex and age -t o t a l  su rg ica l  Totalinsurance ilue Plan Blue Plan Otheronly and other -

100.0 38.0 -62.0 23.3 4.3 -33.5 0.8-
100.0 37.6 62.4 23.8 3.4 34.3 0.9 
100.0 41.2 58.8 20.9 4.2 32.6 1.1 
100.0 30.7 69.3 25.7 4.3 38.4 0.9 

100.0 30.3 69.7 26.2 5.2 37.5 0.7 
100.0 32.1 67.9 25.1 5.8 36.3 0.8 
100.0 39.8 60.2 23.9 5.6 30 .O 0.7 

100.0 62.9 37.1 14.7 3.0 18.8 0.6 
100.0 55.8 44.2 18.1 3.6 22.0 0.5 
100.0 76.4 23.6 8.3 2.0 12.7 0.6 

100.0 36.9 63.1 23.3 4.5 34.5 0.8-
100.0 37.2 62.8 24.2 3.5 34.2 0.9 
100.0 41.6 58.4 19.7 4.5 33.1 1.1 
100 .o 30.2 69.8 25.4 4.6 39.0 0.8 

100 .o 28.4 71.6 26.3 5.3 39.3 0.8 
100.0 30.9 69.1 24.1 5.8 38.5 0.7 
100.0 38.6 61.4 23.4 5.9 31.3 0.8 

100.0 59.6 40.4 15.9 3.4 20.8 0.4 
100.0 52.8 47.2 18.7 3.7 24.4 0.5 
100.0 73.4 26.6 10.1 2.8 -13.4 0.2 

-Female 

100.0 39.0 -61.0 23.3 4.1 32.6 0.9-
100.o 38.0 62.0 23.3 3.4 34.5 0.8 
100.o 40.9 59.1 21.9 3.9 32.3 1.1 
100.o 31.2 68.8 25.9 3.9 38.0 1.0 

100.0 32.1 67.9 26.2 5.1 35.9 
\ 

0.7 
100.0 33.1 66.9 26.0 5.8 34.2 1.0 
100.0 40.9 59.1 24.4 5.4 28.7 0.6 

100 .o 65.7 34.3 13.8 2.8 17.1 0.7 
100 .o 58.3 41.7 17.6 3.6 19.9 0.6 
100 0 78.7 21.2 6.8 1.3 12.1 1.0 
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Table 25. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of persons according t o  whether they had surgical  insurance and 
type of insuring organization by residence and age: United States ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey  des ign ,  g e n e r a l  qua l -  
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampl ing  e r r o r s  > r e  g i v e n  in-Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n ?  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix II. -- __
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods  f o r  d a t a  on%;aIth 7n;uraGe g i v e n  i n  Appendix lv ]  

Residence and age 
A 11 
per-
sons 

Persons 
with no 
surgical 

insurance 

-Persons with surgical  insurance 

Total  
Type of insuring organization -

OtherBlue Plan 
only 

Blue PlaI: 
and other 

~ 

c 

100 .o 38.0 62.0- 23.3 4.2 33.5- 0.8 

100.0 
100.0 

38.6 
30.5 

61.4 
69.5 

23.0 
26.0 

3.6 
4.7 

33.9 
38..0 

0.9 
0.8 

100 .o 
100.0 

35.4 
62.9 

64.6 
37.1 

24.6 
14.7 

5.7 
3.0 

33.6 
18.8 

0.8 
0.6 

100.0 34.3 65.7 26.7 5.1 32.9- 0.9 

100.0 
100.0 

34.7 
27.6 

65.3 
72.4 

26.3 
29.4 

4.4 
5.4 

33.5 
36.7 

1.1 
0.9 

100.0 
100 .o 

30.7 
59.2 

69.3 
40.8 

28.4 
17.5 

6.9 
3.7 

33.3 
19.2 

0.8 
0.4 

100.0 35.9 64.1 21.2 3.7 38.6 0.6 

I 
1 

100.0 
100 .o 

35.6 
28.4 

64.4 
71.6 

21.4 
23.6 

3.2 
4.3 

39.2 
43.1 

0.6 
0.6 

100.0 
100.0 

36.2 
66.0 

63.8 
34.0 

21.0 
11.3 

4.5 
2.4 

37.6 
19.9 

0.8 
0.4 

4 

100.0- 59.7 40.3- 12.0 1 .7  25.7 0.9 

100.0 
100 .o 

60.9 
52.2 

39.1 
47.8 

12.4 
13.8 

1.6 
2.2 

24.2 
31.0 

0.9 
0.8 

100.0 
100.0 
-

58.2 
75.8 

41.8 
24.3 

11.3 
6.9 

1.8 
0.9 

28.1 
15.0 -

0.6 
1.6 

A 
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Table 26. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of permDns accordbIg t o  whether they had surgical  insurance and . 
type of insuring organization by region and age: United S ta tes ,  July-December 1959 

D a t a  a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  ( i v i l i a n  nonin IS, t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey design, genera l  qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampling e r r o r s  arc given i n  App lem d i x  I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix II. 
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t iI on h e a l t h  inIS,urance i s  g iven in Appepdix I V ]  

Region and age per-
sons 

Per sons 
with no 
surgical  

insurance 

38.0 

38.6 
30.5 

Northeast I 
35.4 
62.9 

32.1 

30.5 
25.2 

29.3 
64.2 

31.5 

30.8 
25.1 

, 
South 

- I 
30.7 
55.6 

48.8 

51.4 
39.3 

46.4 
68.2 

i 40.1 

40.9 
34.4 

34.6 
65.2 

Total  

62.0 

61.4 
69.5 

64.6 
37.1 

67.9 
I 

69.5 
74.8 

70.7 
35.8 

-68.5 

69.2 
74.9 

69.3 
44.4 

-51.2 

48.6 
60.7 

53.6 
31.8 

-59.9 

59.1 
65.6 

65.4 
34.8 

Type of insuring organization 

Blue Plan Blue Plan Other Unknown 
only and other type (*I 

23.3 4.3 33.5 0.8 

23.0 3.6 33.9 0.9 
26.0 4.7 38'.0 0.8 

24.6 5.7 33.6 0.8 
14.7 3.0 18.8 0.6 

35..7 6.1 25.4 0.7I I I 

I I I 

36.0 5.2 27.6 0.8 
38.8 6.9 28.5 0.7 

38.1 8.0 23.9 0.6 
20.7 3.2 11.6 0.3 

d.? 


27.7 4.8 35.3 0.7 

28.5 4.3 35.7 0.8 
29.9 5.2 39.1 0.7 

27.4 5.8 35.3 0.7 
17.7 3.8 22.5 0.5 

13.6 3.1 33.5 1.0 

13.0 2.5 31.9 1.2 
16.9 3.3 39.6 0.9 

13.0 4.4 35.1 1.0 
8.7 2.0 20.3 0.9 

12.3 2.7 44.1 0.9 

11.8 2.2 44.1 1.0 
12.2 2.5 49.8 1.1 

15.3 3.5 45.9 0.7 
8.1 3.3 22.8 0.6 
I I 
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Table 27. Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  of persons according t o  whether they had s u r g i c a l  insurance and 
type of insuring organization by family income and age: United S ta t e s ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey design, genera l  qual-
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  specia l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g iven i n  Appendix I V ]-

I Persons with s u r g i c a l  insurance 
Persons I 

Family income and age 
A l l  
per-
SOIlS 

-
with no 
su rg ica l

insurance 
To ta l  

Tme of insuring organization 

Slue Plan 
only 

i lue Plan 
and other  

--
I ther  

U. S. t o t a l  

100.0- 38.01 62.0 23.3 4.3 33.5- 0.8 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.o 

'38.6 
30.5 

35.4 
62.9 

61.4 
69.5 

64.6 
37.1 

23.0 
26.0 

24.6 
14.7 

3.6 
4.7 

5.7 
3.0 

33.9 
38 .O 

33.6 
18.8 

0.9 
0.8 

0.8 
0.6 

' 

0-$1,999 

100.o- 8.7 1.9 16.1- 0.8 

100.0 
100.0 

~ 69.5 30.5 7.2 
9.3 

2.4 
2.0 

15.O 
18.5 

1.0 
0.8 

' 

100.o 
100.o 

69.0 
74.9 

31.0 
25.1 

9.9 
9.6 

1.2 
1.5 

19.3 
13.5 

0.6 
0.6 

$2,000-3,999 

100.0- 50.0 50.0 17.6 2.8 28.9- 0.6 '4 

100.o 
100.0 

53.5 
46.9 

46.5 
53.1 

16.2 
18.5 

2.0 
2.8 

27.6 
31.2 

0.7 
0.6 

100.0 
100.0 

43.2 
54.8 

56.8 
45.2 

20.5 
16.4 

4.2 
3.6 

31.2 
25.1 

0.9 
0.1 

$4,000-6,999 

100.o- 25.8 74.2 28.8 4.5 40 .O- 0.9 , 

100.o 
100.0 

26.2 
21.8 

73.8 
78.2 

28.3 
31.0 

3.7 
4.4 

40.7 
41.9 

1.1 
0.8 

100.0 
100.o 

25.6 
51.8 

74.4 
48.3 

28.5 
18.6 

6.7 
5.6 

38.4 
23.6 

0.8 
0.5 

100.0- 20.4 79.6 30.3 7.4 41.0- 0.9 

100.o 
100.0 

20.5 
16.9 

79.5 
83.1 

30.9 
29.6 

6.3 
7.7 

41.4 
44.8 

0.9 
1.0 

Unknown 

18.8 
51.0 

81.2 
49.0 

100.0 
100.o 

100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

-

-

48.0 52.0 

48.8 51.2 
45.1 54.9 

40.2 59.8t65.6 34.4 

31.9 
21.6 

21.1 

20 .o 
21.2 

24.6 
17.2 

9.5 
5.8 

2.7 

2.5 
3.5 

3.1 
0.9 

39.1 
20.6 

27.3 

27.8 
29.1 

31.1 
15.2-

0.7 
1.1 

1.0 

0.8 
1.0 

1.1 
1.0 

A 
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Table 28. Percent distribution of persons according to whether they had surgical insurance and 
type of insuring organization by major ac t iv i ty  and age: United States,  July-December 1959 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  c i v i  I i a n ' n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The survey design,  g e n e r a l  qual-
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t i  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I V ]  

PersonsAll 
 with noper-Major ac t iv i ty  and age surgical 1'On' Totalinsurance Unknown 
onlyonly type ("1 

100.0100.0 38.038.0 62.062.0 23.323.3 0.8 

100.0100.0 
100.0100.0 

38.638.6 
30.530.5 

35.41 
62.9 

30.4 

61.461.4 
69.569.5;;%;I 
69.6 

23.023.0 
26.026.0 

24.614.7 

25.9 
' .  

6.0 
I . >

36.9 

0.9 
0.8 

0.8 
0.6 

0.9 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

' 

40.4 
27.4 

29.4 
43.2 

59.6 
72.6 

70.6 
56.7 

21.9 
26.6 

26.8 
21.3 

4.0 
5.4 

7.3 
5.9 

32.4 
39.8 

35.7 
28.7 

1.2 
0.8 

0.8 
0.9 

100.0 42.1 57.9 22.0 0.8 

100.0 
100.0 1 

38.4 
35.7 

61;6 
64.3 

23.1 
25.0 

3.6 
3.6 

34.0 
35.0 

0.9 
0.8 

100.0 
100 .o 

45.6 
67.2 

54.4 
32.8 

20.7 
13.3 

2.9 
2.4 

29.9 
16.6 

0.8 
0.5 

4 
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Table 29. Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  of persons according t o  whether they  had doctor v i s i t  insurance 

and type  of i n su r ing  organiza t ion  by s e l e c t e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  United S t a t e s ,  July-December 
1959' D a t a  a r e  based o n  househo ld  i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The s u r v e y  d e s i g n ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l -  
i f i c a t  ions,  and t a b l e s  o f  s a m p l i n g  e r r o r s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Append ix  1 .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Append ix  I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  i s  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I V- 1 

~ P 

Persons Persons wi th  doctor v i s i t  insurance 
wi th  no A 11 Type of i n su r ing  organiza t ion  Character i st i c  doctorper-
v i s i t  T o t a lsons Blue P lan  Blue Plan Unknowninsurance Other 

- - only  and o ther  type ("1 

-100.0 80.7 -19.3 3.8 0.5 14.3 0 .7  

Sex 
7 


100.0 79.4 20.6 3.9 0.5 15.4 0.7 
100.0 81.8 18.2 3.7 0.5 13.3 0.7 

& 
100 .o 81.3 18.7 3.9 0.4 13.8 0.6 
100.0 81.0 19.0 3.8 0.6 13.8 0.7 
100 .o 77.2 22.8 4.8 0.5 16.7 0.8 
100.0 77.4 22.6 4.6 0.6 16.6 0.7 
100.0 78.3 21.7 3.9 0.6 16.2 0.9 
100.0 81.6 18.4 2.8 0.5 14.3 0.7 
100 .o 89.8 10.2 1.9 0 . 3  7.3 0.7 

Region 

100.0 81.6 18.4 5.6 0.6 11.4 0.7 
100.0 81.5 18.5 3.9 0.6 13.4 0.6 
100 .o 85.6 14.4 1.9 0.2 11.6 0.7 
100.0 67.6 32.4 4.4 0.6 26.4 1.0 

Residence 

100.o 79.7 20.3 4.2 0.5 14.8 0.8 
100.0 79.5 20.5 3.6 0.6 15.8 0.6 
100 .o 87.7 12.3 2.4 0.1 8.9 0.8 

100 .o 91.1 8.9 1.3 0.4 6.7 0 .5  
100.o 85.9 14.1 2.7 0 .3  10.7 0.5 
100 .o 78.1 21.9 4.6 0.5 15.8 1.0 
100 .o 72.3 27.7 5.4 0.7 20.8 0.8 
100 .o 82.1 17.9 3.8 0.5 13.2 0.5 

Major a c t i v i t y  

Usually working-17+------------ 100 .o 76.5 23.5 4.6 0.6 17.3 0.9
Other-------------------------- 100.0 82.9 17 .1  3.4 0.4 12.6 0.6 
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Table 30. Average popula t ion  dur ing  t h e  6-month per iod  covered i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  by sex  and age: 
United S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 

Data are based on household i n t e r v i e w s  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey design, general qual- 
if i c a t  i ons  , and t a b l e s  of sampling e r r o r s  are g iven i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms are a iven i n  ADDendix 1 1 .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t he  spec ia l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insu 

Both sexes ’ Male Female 

173.545 84,460 . 89,085 

. 55,066 28,085 - 26,982 
- 22,558 10,667 11,891 

22,117 10,583 11,534 
23,247 11,162 . 12,085 
20 ,293 9,868 10,425 
15,192 7,282 7,910 

~ 

9,887 4,586 5,301 . 
5,185 2,228 2,957 

NOTE: For  o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  es t ima tes  f o r  more general use, see Bureau o f  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t i on  of the Un i ted  States, i n  Cur ren t  Populat ion Reports: Se r ies  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 

. 


I . 
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Table 31. Population used in computing sampling errors according t o  residence by sex and age: 
United States, July-December 1959 


Data are based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  popu la t i on .  The survey design, genera l  qual- 
[ i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of sampl ing e r r o r s  a re  g iven i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms are g i ven  i n  Appendix 1 1 .  

~ A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i ven  i n  Appendix I V 1  

Residence 


Sex and age Rural
u. s. Urban
total 
 Total Nonfarm Farm 


Population in millions 


173.5 104.3 69.2 46.6 22.6 


55.1 30.3 24.8 17.O 7.8 

22.6 14.1 8.5 5.2 3.3 


1 

22.1 13.1 9.o 6.8 2.2 
23.2 14.O 9.2 6.4 2.8 


20.3 13.1 7.2 4.8 2.5 

15.2 10.o 5.2 3.1 2.1 

9.9 6.4 3.5 2.2 1.3 . ,
5.2 3.4 1.8 1.2 0.6 


84.5 49.8 34.7 23 .O 11.6 

28.1 15.3 12.8 8.7 4.O 

10.7 6.6 4.1 2'.4 1.7 1 

' 10.6 6.3 ' 4.2 3.2 1.1 
11.2 6.5 4.6 3.2 1.4 


9.9 6.2 3.7 2.3 1.3 

7.3 4.7 2.6 1.6 1.1 


4.6 2.8 1.8 1.o 0.7 
2.2 1.3 0.9 0.6 0.3 


4 

89.1 54.5 34.6 23.6 10.9 

~ ~~ 

27 .O 15.O 12.o 8.2 3.8 
11.9 7.5 4.4 2.8 1.6 


411.5 6.8 4.8 3.7 1.1 

12.1 7.5 4.6 3.2 1.4 


10.4 6.9 3.6 2.4 1.1 

7.9 5.4 2.6 1.5 1.o 

5.3 3.6 1.7 1.1 0.6 

3..'O 2.o 0.9 0.6 - 0.3 4 

NOTE: For  o f f i c i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  es t ima tes  f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau o f  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t i on  of t h e  Un i ted  States,  i n  Cur ren t  Popu la t i on  Reports: Se r ies  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 

A 
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Table 32. Population used in computing sampling errors according to region by sex and age: 

United States, July-December 1959 


Data are based on household i n te rv iews .  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  popu la t i on .  The survey design, genera l  qual- 
[ i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampling e r r o r s  a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms are g i ven  i n  Appendix I I .  

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods fo r  da ta  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i ven  i n  Appendix 1.1 

Sex and age u. s. North- North South West
total east . Central 

Population in millions 

Both sexes 


173.5 45.2 50.9 51.8 25.6 


55.1 13.1 16.4 17.1 8.5 

22.6 5.6 6.7 7.2 3.1 


22.1 .6.O 6.3 - 6.5 3.3 
23.2 6.4 6.9 6.4 3.5 


20.3 5.5 5.8 6.O 3.1 

15.2 4.4 4.4 4.5 2.o 

9.9 2.9 2.9 2.7 1.4 
5.2 1.4 1.5 1.4 0.8 


\ 

84.5 22.o 25.2 24r7  12.6 

28.1 6.7 8.4 8.6 4.3 

10.7 2.7 ' 3.3 3.3 1.5 

10.6 ' 2.9 3.O 3.1 1.5 
11.2 . 3.1 3.4 3.O 1.7 

9.9 2.6 2.9 2.8 1.5 

7.3 2.1 2.2 2.o 1.o 

4.6 1.3 1.4 1.2 0.6 

2.2 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.4 


89.1 23.2 25.8 27.1 13.1 

~ ~ ~~ 

27.o 6.3 8.O 8.5 4.2 
11.9 2.9 3.4 3.9 1.7 


11.5 3.1 3.3 3.4 , 1.8 
12.1 3.3 3.5 3.4 1.8 -

10.4 2.9 2.9 3.2 1.5 

7.9 2.3 2.2 2.4 -0.9 


5.3 1.5 1.6 1.4 0.7 

3.O 0.9 0.9 0.8 0.4 


NOTE: For  o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  es t ima tes  f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau o f  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
popu la t i on  of t h e  Un i ted  States,  i n ' c u r r e n t  Populat ion Repor ts :  S e r i e s  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 33. Population used in computing sampling errors according to family income by sex and age: 

United States, July-December 1959 


[Data are based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of  t h e  c i v i  I i an  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  popu la t i on .  The survey design, general.  qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of  sampling e r r o r s  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  of terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 1 .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g i ven  i n  Appendix I V ]  

I 
 Familv income 


Both sexes 
 I 
25.9 


6.7 

3.9 


2 .o 
2 .o 

2.3 

3.1 


3.6 

2.3 


11..8 


3.4 

2.o 

1.o 
0.9 


0.9 

1.1 


1.5 

1 .o 

Female 
- .  I 
14.1 


3.3 

1.9 


1.1 

1.1 


1.4 

1.9 


2 .o 
1.3 


enera l  use, 
Reports: 5 

'opulationL in millions 

35.5 


11.4 

5.2 


4.3 

4.O 

3.8 

3.3 


2.4 

1.1 


17 .O 

5.8 11.4 5.8 1.7 
2.3 3.4 2.1 0.9 

2.o 4.7 2.3 0.6 
1.8 4.5 3.2 0.8 

1.7 3.4 2.9 0.9 
1.5 2.3 1.6 0.8 

1.3 0.8 0.5 0.4 
0.5 0.3 0.2 0.2 

18.6 31 .O 18.5 7 .O 

5.6 

2.9. 


2.2 5.2 2.5 0.6 

2.2 4.4 3.4 


2.1 

1.8 


1.2 0.9. 0.6 0.6 

0.6 0.4 0.3 0.4 


see Bureau of  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
r i e s  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 34. Population used i n  computing sampling e r r o r s  according t o  major a c t i v i t y  and according 
t o  family s t a t u s  by sex and age: United S t a t e s ,  July-December 1959 

[Data a re  based on household i n te rv iews  o f  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The s u r v e y  design, general qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  of sampling e r r o r s  are g i ven  in.Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a re  g iven i n  Appendix I I .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods, for  da ta  on h e a l t h  insurance i s  g iven i n  Appendix 1\13 

I mior a c t i v i t y  Family s t a t u s-
u. s.Sex and age .Usually Heads Othert o t a l  . Indi-working Other of viduals(age 17+) famil ies  members 

Population i n  mil l ions 

173.5 60.9 ' 112.7 45.3 117 .O 11.3 

55.1 ... 55.1 ... 55 .O 0 .1  
22.6 7.5 1s.1 2.3 18.4 1.8 

22.1 13.4 .8.7 9.2 11.8 1.1 
23.2 15.O 8.3 10.9 11.3 1.1 

20.3 13.7 6.6 9.7 9 .o 1.6 
. 15.2 8.7 6.5 7.1 6.1 2 .o 

9.9 2.3 . 7.6 4.3 3.5 2.1 
5.2 0.4 -4.7 1.8 1..9 1.5 

84.5 42.4 42 .O 40.3 39.4 4.7 

28.1 ... 28.1 ... 28.1 
10.7 4.3 6.4 1.9 7.7 

10.6 9.9 0.7 8.4 1.5 0.7 
11.2 10.7 0.5 9.8 0.8 0.6 

- 9.9 9.3 0.6 8.8 0.5 0.6 
7.3 6.2 1.1 6.4 0.3 0.6 

4.6 1.7 2.9 3.6 0.3 0.7 ' 

2.2 0.4 1.8 1.4 0.3 0.5 

89.1 18.5 i0.6 4.9 77.6 6.6 

27 .O ... 27 .O ... 26.9 0.1 
11.9 3.2 8.7 0.4 10.7 0.8 

11.5 3.5 8.1 0.8 10.3 0.4 
12.1 4.3 7.8 1.1 10.5 0.5 

10.4 4.4 6.0 0.9 8.6 1.o 
7.9 2.5 5.4 0.8 5.8 1.4 

5 .,3 0.6 4.7 0.6 3.2 1.5 
3 .O 0.1 2.9 0.4 1.6 1.o 

NOTE: F O ~ .o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  est imates f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau o f  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
,popu la t i on  o f  t h e  Un i ted  States, i n  Cur ren t  Popu la t i on  Reports: Se r ies  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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Table 35. Population used in computing sampling errors according to family status and major
activity by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 

[Data are based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey des ign,  g e n e r a l  qual- 
i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t a b l e s  o f  sampling e r r o r s  afe g i ven  i n  Appendix I. Q e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 1 .  
A d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i a l  methods f o r  d a t a  on h e a l t h  i nsu rance  i s  g i ven  i n  Appendix 1.1 

Heads of families 


Sex and age 	 Usually Usu a1 ly Usually

working Other 

(age 17+) (age 17+) (age 17+) 
I 


Population i n  millions 

Both sexes 


All ages---- 173.5 37.1 8.2 18.2 98.9 5.7 5.6 

~ ~~~ 

55.1 ... ... ... 55.O ... 0.1 
22.6 I .9 0.5 4.9 13.5 0.7 1.1 


22.1 8.4 0.8 4.O 7.8 0.9 0.2. 

23.2 10.1 0.8 4.O 7.3 0.9 0.2
, 

20.3 9.o 0.7 3.4 5.6 1.3 - .0.3 
I 15.2 5.9 , 1.2 1.5 4.6 1.3 0.7 

15.1 1.8 4.2 0.3 - 5.1 0.6 3.O 

84.5 35.O 5.3 4.7 34.7 2.7 2.o 

28.1 ... ... ... 28.1 ... ("1 
10.7 1.8 0.2 2.2 5.5 0.4 0.7 


10.6 8.1 0.3 1.3 0.3 0.6 0.1 

11.2 9.5 0.3 0.6 0.1 0.5 0.1 


9.9 8.4 0.4 0.4 0.1 0.5 0.1 . 
7.3 5.5 0.8 0.2 0.1 0.5 0.2 


6.8 1.7 3.3 - 0.1 0.5 0.3 0.9 

Female 

All ages---- 89.1 2.o 2.9 13.4 64.2 3.O 3.6 

27.O ... ... ... 26.9 ... 0.1 
11.9 0.1 0.3 2.8 8.O 0.3 0.4 


11.5 0.3 0.5 2.8 7.5 0.3 0.1 

12.1 0.6 0.5 3.3 7.2 0.4 0.1 


10.4 0.6 0.3 3.O 5.5 0.8 0.2 

7.9 0.4 0.4 1.3 4.5 0.8 0.6 


8.3 0.1 0.9 0.2 4.6 0.3 2.1 


NOTE: For. o f f i c i a l  popu la t i on  es t ima tes  f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau o f  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  I 
popu la t i on  o f  t h e  Un i ted  States, i n  Cur ren t  Popu la t i on  Repor ts :  S e r i e s  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and-P-60. 
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Table 36. Population used in computing sampling errors according to chronic limitation of 

~ activity by sex and age: United States, July-December 1959 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  of  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  populat ion.  The survey design, genera l  qual- 

Persons with one or more chronic conditions 

Persons 


u. s. with no NO limi- Unable to Sex and age. total chronic tation Limited in Limited carry on

outside in major 
conditions of ac- major


tivity activity activity activity 


Population in millions 


173.5 102.5 52.9 4.8 9.4 3.9 


55.1 45.9 . 8.3 0.4 0.3 0.1 
22.6 15.4 6.2 0.4 0.4 0.1 

22.1 11.9 8.6 0.5 0.8 0.2 

23.2 11.5 9.5 0.8 1.3 0.2 

35.5 . 14.2 15.O 1.7 3.6 1 .o 
20.3 8.7 8.7 0.9 1.6 0.4 

15.2 5.4 6.3 0.8 2 .o 0.6 
15.1 3.6 5.2 1 .o 3.O 2.3 
9.9 2.7 3.7 0.6 1.9 1 .o 
5.2 0.9 1.5 0;4 1.2 1.2 


84.5 51.O 24.6 1.8 - 4.5 2.6 

28.1 22.9 4.7 0.2 0.2 0.1 

10.7 - 7.5 2.7 0.2 0.2 0.1 
10.6 6.1 3.8 0.2 0.4 0.1 

11.2 5.7 4.4 0.3 0.6 0.2 

17.2 7.O 7.O 0.7 1.7 0.7 

9.9 4.3 4.2 0.3 0.8 ' 0.2 
7.3 2.7 2.8 0.3 1 .o 0.5 
6.8 1.7 2 .o 0.3 1.4 1.5 
4.6 1.3 1.5 0.2 0.9 0.8 

2.2 0.4 0.6 0.1 0.4 0.7 


89.1 51.5 28.3 3.O 5 .O 1.3 

27.O 23.O 3.6 0.2 0.2 (*I ' 
. 11.9 7.9 3:5 0.2 0.2 0.1 
11.5 5.9 4.9 0.4 0.4 0.11 

12.1 5.8 5.1 0.5 0.6 0.1 

18.3 7.1 .8.0 1.o 1.9 0.3 
10.4 4.4 4.5 0.6 _ - 0.8 0-\ 

7; 9 2.7 3,5 0.5 

~ 

1 .o 0.2 
8.3 1.9 3.2 0.7 1.7 0.8 

5.3 1.4 2.3 0.4 0.9 0.3 

3.O 0.5 0.9 0.3 0.7 0.5 


NOTE: For o f f i c i a l  populat ion e s t i m a t e s  f o r  more genera l  use, see Bureau of  t h e  Census r e p o r t s  on t h e  c i v i l i a n  
populat ion o f  t h e  Uni ted States ,  i n  Current  Populat ion Reports: S e r i e s  P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60. 
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APPENDIX I 


TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 


Background !of This Repod 

This report on health insurance is one of a series 
of statistical reports prepared by the U. S. National 
Health Survey which cover separate health-related 
topics. It is based on information collected in a con- 
tinuing nationwide sample of households in the Health 
Interview Survey, which is one of the major projects 
of the U. S. National Health Survey. 

The Health Interview Survey utilizes a question- 
naire which elicits information on illnesses, injuries, 
chronic conditions, disability, medical care, and other 
health topics in addition to personal and demographic 
characteristics. A s  data relating to each of these vari- 
ous broad topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate 

.reports are  issued which cover one or more of the 
specific topics. 

The population covered by the sample for the 
Health Interview Survey is the civilian noninstitutional 
population of the United States living at the time of in- 
terview. 'The sample does not include members of the 
Armed Forces, U. S .  nationals living in foreign coun- 
tries, or  crews of vessels. It should also be noted that 
the estimates shown do not represeht a complete count 
of persons covered by health insurance at any time 
during the 6 months. Persons who were covered during 
pir t  of the period but who were not covered at the time 
of interview are  excluded. 

Statistical Design of the 

Health Interview Survey 


General plan.-The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits 
a continuous sampling of the civilian noninstitutional. 
population of the United States. The first stage of this 
design consists of drawing a sample of 500 from the 
1,900 geographically defined Primary Sampling Units 
(PSU's) into which the United States has been divided. 
A PSU is a county, a group of contiguous counties, or a 
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area. 

With no loss in general understanding, the remain- 
ing stages can be telescoped and tr$ated in this dis- 
cussion as  an ultimate stage. Within PSU's then, ulti- 
mate stage units called segments are defined, also 
geographically, in such a manner that each segment 
contains an expected s$ households. Each week a ran- 
dom sample of about 120 segments is drawn. In the ap- 
proximately 700 households in these segments, house- 
hold members are  interviewed concerning factors re- 
lated to health. 

Since the household members interviewed each 
week are a representative sample of the population, 
samples for successive weeks can be combined into 
larger samples. Thus the design permits both contin- 
uous measurement of characteristics of high incidence 

or  prevalence in the population and, through the larger 
consolidated samples, more detailed analysis of less 
common characteristics and smaller categories. 'The 
continuous collection has administrative and opera- 
tional advantages a s  well as technical assets, since it 
permits field work to be handled with an experienced, 
stable staff. 

Sample size and zeographic detail.-Tie national 
sample plan over a 6-month period ending December 
27, 1959 includes approximately 62,000 persons from 
19,000 households in 3,200 segments, with represen- 
tation from every State. The over-all sample was de- 
signed in such a fashion that tabulations can be provid-
ed for the four main regions and for urban and rural 
sectors of the United States. 

Collection of data.-The field operations for the 
\household survey are performed by the Bureau of the 
Census under specifications established by'the Public 
Health Service. In accordance with these specifications 
the Bureau of the Census designs and selects the sam-
ple, conducts the field interviewing, and edits and 
codes the questionnaires. Tabulations are  prepared by 
the Public Health Service using the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus electronic computers. 

Estimating methods.-Each statistic produced by 
the survey-for example, the percent of persons with 
hospital insurance-is the result of two stages of ratio 
estimation. In the first of these, the factor is the ratio 
of the 1950 decennial population count to the 1950 es-
timated population in the U. S .  National Health Sur-
vey's first-stage sample of PSU's. This factor is ap-
plied for more than 50 color-residence classes. 

Later, ratios of sample-produced estimates to of- ' 
ficial Bureau of the Census figures for current popu- 
lation are  computed for about 60 age-sex-color 
classes, and serve as  second-stage factors for ratio 
estimating. 

The effect of the ratio estimating process is to 
make the sample closely representative of the U. S. 
population by age, sex, color, and residence, thus re-
ducing sampling variance. 

As noted, each week's sample represents the pop- 
ulation living during that week as  wel las  character- 
istics of the population. For statistics which measure 
prevalence, consolidation of samples over the 6-month 
period produces estimates of the average prevalence 
in the United States during the 6 months. 

General  Qualifications 
Nonresponse.-Data are adjusted for nonresponse 

by a procedure which imputes to persons in a house- 
hold which was not interviewed the characteristics of 
persons in households in the same segment which were 
interviewed. The total noninterview rate was 5 per-
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cent; 1 percent was refusal, and the other 4 percent 
was primarily due to the failure to find any eligible 
household respondent after repeated trials. 
- The interview process.-The statistics presented 

in this report are based on replies secured in inter-
views in the sampled households. Each person 18 
years of 'age and over, available at the time of inter- 
view, was interviewed individually. Proxy respondents 
within the household were employed for adults not 
available at the time of the. interview and for chil- 
dren, provided the respondent was closely related to 
the person about whom information was being obtained. 

Population figures.-Some of the published tables; 
include population figures for specified categories. 
Except for certain ,over-all totals which are.adjusted 
to independent estimates, these figures are based on 
the sample of households in the U. S. National Health 
Survey. They are given primarily for the.purpose of 
providing populations for sampling errors, and \for 
this purpose are more appropriate for use with the 
accompanying measurements of health characteristics 
than other population data which may be available. In 
some instances they will permit users to recombine 
published data into classes more suitable to their spe- 
cific needs. The population figures differ from cor- 
responding figures (which are derived from different 

' 	 sources) published in reports 'of the Bureau of the 
Census. For population data for general use, seethe 
official estimates presented in Bureau of the Census 
reports in the P-20, P-25, P-50, P-57, and P-60 
series. / 

-

- Reliability o f  Estimates 

Since the estimates are based on a sample, they 
differ somewhat from-the figures that would have been 
obtained if a complete census had been taken using the 
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing per- 
sonnel and procedures. A s  in any survey, the results 
are also subject to measurement error. 

The standard error is primarily a measure of 
sampling variability; that is, the variations that might 

occur by chance because only a sample of the popula- 
tion is surveyed. A s  calculated for this report, the 
standard error also reflects part of the variation which 
arises in the measurement process. It does not in- 
clude estimates of any biases which might lie in the 
data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an/esti- 
mate from the sample differs from the value obtained 
from a complete census by less than the standard er-
ror. The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the dif- 
ference is less than twice the standard error and about 
99 out of 100 that it is less than 2% times as large. 

In order to derive standard errors which would 
be applicable to a wide variety of health statistics and 
which could be prepared at a moderate cost, a num- 
ber of approximations were required. A s  a result, the 
table of standard errors shown in this Appendix should 
be' interpreted as providing an estimate of approxi- 
mate standard error, rather than as the-precise stand- 
ard error for any specific statistic. 

The following rule will enable the reader to deter- 
mine the sampling errors for the data contained in this 
report: 

Approximate standard errors for the percentage 
of persons with a specified characteristic in any pop- 
ulation group are obtained from table 1-1. For many 
purposes it is sufficient to look up the base of the per- 
centage in the population tables, then use the standard 
error shown at the point of intersection of the hori- 
zontal line entered at the tabular base nearest to the 
exact base and the column entered by the tabular per- 
centage nearest the exact percentage. 

A closer approximation of the standard error can 
be obtained by interpolation as in the following .example: 

An estimated 32.4 percent of the 25,625,000per-
sons in the West had insurance for doctor bills. Since 
neither the base nor the percentage is shown in table 
1-1 it i s  necessary to interpolate between 25 and 50 per-
cent to obtain 0.99 as the standard error of 32.4 per-
cent with a base of 20,000,000persons and 0.83 as the 
standard error of 32.4 percent with a base of 30,000,000 
persons. Interpolation between these results yields 
0.9 as the standard error of 32.4 percent based on a 
population of 25,625,000persons. 

Table 1-1. Standard errors  of -estimates of percentages 

When the base.of the percentage 
i s :  ( i n  thousands) . 2 or 5 or  10 or  25 or - 50 . 98 95 , 90 75 

The approximate standard error  (expressed i n  percentage 
points) is: 

- - 9.O 13.0 17.2 
2.i 3.3 4.0 5.9 7.7 
1 ..5 2.4 2.8 4.1 5.5 
1.1 1.7 2.0 ' 2.9 3.9 

0i 9  1.3 1.6 2.4 3.2 
0.7 1.1 1.3 1.9 2.4 
0.5 0.8 0.9 1.3 1.7 
0.4 0.5 0.7 0.9 1.2 

0.3 0.4 0.5 0.8 - 0.9 
0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5 . 0.8 ,_ 
0.1 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.5 



APPENDIX I I  


;DEF!lNIITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


r 

H e a l t h  Insurance Terms 
Health insurance is any plan specifically designed 

to pay all o r  part of the medical or hospital expenses 
of the insured individual. The insurance can be either 
a group or an individual policy with the premiums paid 
by the individual, his employer, a third party, or a com-
bination of these. Benefits received under the plan can 
be in the form of payment to the individual or to the 
hospital o r  doctor. However, the plan must be a for-
mal one with defined membership and benefits rather 
than an-informal one. For example, an employer sim- 
ply paying the hospital bill for an employee would not 
constitute a health insurance plan. 

For the National Health Survey, health insurance 
excludes the following kinds of plans: (1) plans limited 
to the "dread diseases," such as cancer and polio; (2) 
free care such as public assistance or public welfare, 
care given free of charge to veterans, care given to 
dependents of military personnel (Medicare), care given 
under the Crippled Children o r  similar programs, and 
care of persons admitted for research purposes; (3) 
insurance which pays bills only for accidents, such as 
liability insurance held by a car or property owner, 
insurance that covers children for accidents at school 
or  camp, and insurance for a worker that covers him only 
for accidents on the job; and (4) insurance which pays 
only for loss of income. 

Kind of C o v e r a g e  
Hospital.--Insurance which pays all or part of the 

hospital bill for the hospitalized person. By hospital 
bill is meant only the bill submitted by the hospital it-
self, not the doctor's or surgeon's bill or the bill for 
special nurses. Such a bill always includes the cost of 
room and meals and may also include the costs of other 
services such a s  operating room, laboratory tests, 
X-rays, etc. 

Surgical.--Insurance which pays in whole o r  part 
the bill of the doctor or  surgeon for an operation wheth- 
er performed in a hospital or in the doctor's office. 
Insurance which pays the costs of visits to a doctor's 
office for postoperative care is included a s  surgical 
insurance. 

Doctor visit.-Insurance which pays the doctor's 
bill for nonsurgical care whether or not it pays for 
surgical care. Policies may cover home and office 
calls, special diagnostic examinations, or other non- 
surgical medical services. 

T y p e  of Insuring O r g a n i z a t i o n  
which the respondent said was 

Blue Cross, Blue Shield, or which appeared in the 
Cross Guide published by the Blue Cross Commission 
was coded a s  a Blue Plan. 

-.-All names of plans which were not in- 
cluded above were coded a s  w.For the most part 
these were private insurance companies but this 
category also includes independent prepayment plans 
such as the Health Insurance Plan of Greater New 
York and the Kaiser Foundation Health Plan. 

Family a n d  R e l a t e d  Terms 

The definitions of families and unrelated individ- 
uals are the same as  those used in the 1950 Census. 

Family refers to a group of two or more persons 
related by blood, marriage, or adoption who are  living 
together in the same household. Although the usual 
household contains only the primary family, ahousehold 
can contain secondary families as well as individuals 
unrelated to the family. A lodger and his family who 
a re  not related to the head of the household, o r  a resi-
dent employee and his wife living in are considered as 
a secondary family and not as part of the primaryfam- 
ily. However, if the son of the head of the household 
and the son's wife and children are members of the 
household, this subfamily is treated as part of thepri- 
mary family. 

Head of family is usually the person regarded a s  
the "head" by the members of the group. Married 
women are never classified a s  heads if their husbands 
a re  living with them at the time of the survey except 
when the husband is a member of the Armed Forces. 
Only one person in each family can be designated a s  
the head; therefore, the number of heads 'of families 
is equal to the number of families. 

Other family members are all persons who are  
related to the head of the family by blood, marriage, 
or adoption. 

Individuals are persons (other than inmates of in- 
stitutions) who are not living with any relatives. h 
unrelated individual can be (a) a household head living 
alone or  with nonrelatives, (b) a lodger or resident 
employee with no relatives in the household, (c) a staff 
member of an institution who has no relatives living 
with him, or (d) a resident of a dormitory, lodging 
house, o r  other shared-residence facility who has no 
relative living with him. 

Demographic,  Social, a n d  Economic Terms 

Income of family or of unrelated individuals.-
Each member of a family is classified according to the 
total income of the family of which he is a member. 
Within the household all persons related to each other 
by blood, marriage, or adoption constitute a family. 
Unrelated individuals are classified according to their 
own income. 

The income recorded is the total of all income 
received by members of the family (or by anunre- 
lated individual) in the 12-month period ending with the 
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week of interview. Income from all sources is included; 
e.g., wages, salaries, rents from property, pensions, 
help from relatives, and so forth. 

Age.-The age classification is based on the age 
of t h G e r s o n  at his last birthday. Ages a re  recorded 
in single years and then combined into groups which 
a re  useful for a particular table. 

Major activity.-All persons 6 years old or  older 
a re  classified according to their major activity during 
the 12-month period prior to the week of interview. 
The "major" activity, in case there is a question, is 
the one at which zhe person spent the most time during 
the 12 months, 

The only two categories of major activity used 
in this report a r e  usually working and For 
several reasons these categories a re  not comparable 
with the somewhat similarly named categories in of- 
ficial Federal labor force statistics. First, the re-
sponses concerning major activity a re  accepted with- 
out detailed questioning since the objective of the ques- . 
tion in this survey is the identification of certain pop- 
ulation groups which may differ in characteristics re-
lated to health, not the estimation of the number of 
persons in labor force categories. Second, the cate- 
gories a re  for the major activity over the entire year 
whereas official labor force statistics relate to amuch 
shorter period-usually 1 week. Third, the minimum 
age for usually. working persons is age 17 in the U. S. 
National Health Survey and the official labor force 
categories include all persons age 14 or  older. Finally. 
in the definitions of specific categories which follow, 
certain marginal groups are classified differently to 
simplify procedures. 

Usually working includes persons 17 years 
of age or older who are paid employees; self 
employed in their own business, profession, or 
in farming; or unpaid employees in afamilybusi- 
ness or farm. Persons who only work around the 
house or  do volunteer or  unpaid work, such a s  
for a church, etc., a re  not counted as working. 

m r  includes persons whose major activity 
is going to school, keeping house, looking for 

'work, or doing volunteer work. It also includes 
-	 persons who a re  retired and persons who are 

unable to work. 
, Residence.-Residence is the term used to signify 

:fie division of the United States into urban, rural-non- 
farm, and rural-farm populations. The definition of 
rlrban and rural areas is the same as  that used in the 
1950 Census. 

Urban.-The urban population includes all 
persons living in (a) places of 2,500 inhabitants 
or  more which a re  incorporated a s  cities, bor- 
oughs, or villages; (b) incorporated towns of 2,500 
inhabitants or more except in New England, New 
York, and Wisconsin where "Towns" are  simply 
minor civil divisions of counties; (c) the densely 
settled urban fringe including both incorporated 
and unincorporated areas around cities of 50,000 
or  more inhabitants; and (d) unincorporated places 
of 2,500 inhabitants or more outside any urban 
fringe. The remaining population is classified a s  
rural. 

Rural farm.-The rural-farm population in- 
cludes all rural  residents living on farms. In de- 
ciding whether the members of a household live 
on a farm or ranch, the statement of the household 

respondent is accepted with the following excep- 
tions. Persons who pay cash rent for house and 
yard only a re  classified a s  nonfarm even if the 
surrounding area is farm land. Furthermore, all 
persons in institutions, summer camps, motels, 
and tourist camps which are located in farm areas, 
a re  classified a s  nonfarm. 

Rural nonfarm.-The rural-nonfarm popula- 
tion includes all of the remaining rural population. 
Region.-For the purpose of cla'ssifying the popu- 

lation by geographic area, the States are grouped into 
four regions. These regions, which correspond tothose 
used by the Bureau of the Census, are a s  follows: 

Region 	 States Included . 

Northeast 	 Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

North Central 	 Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas 

South 	 Delaware, Maryland, District of 
Columbia, Virginia, West  Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, . 	 Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Texas 

West  - '	Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, 
Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, Washington, . 
Oregon, California 

Disability Terms 

'Persons with chronic conditions are persons who 
at the time of interview were reported to have one or 
more chronic conditions. A condition is considered to 
be chronic if  (1) it is described by the respondent in 
terms of one of the chronic diseases on the "Check 
List of Chronic Conditions" or in terms of one of the 
types of impairments on the "Check List of Impair-
ments" shown a s  Cards A and B .in Appendix 111, or 
(2) the condition is described by the respondent a s  
having been first noticed more than 3 months before 
the week of the interview. 

Chronic activity limitation.-me degree of chron-
ic' limitation of activity is ascertained for all persons 
with one or more chronic conditions. These persons 
are divided into four categories according to the extent 
to which- their activities are limited a s  a result of the 
conditions (Cards C, D, E, and F ,  Appendix 111). Since 
the major activities of housewives, workers, children, 
and other persons differ, a different set of criteria is 
used to determine the amount of reduction of major 
activity for each group. However, there is a general 
similarity between the criteria as can be seen in the 
description of the categories that follows: 
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1. 	 Persons unable to carry on major activity for 
their group 
Preschool children: inability to take part in 

ordinary play with other 
children. 

School-age children: inability to go to school. 
Housewives: inability to doany house- 

work. 
Workers and all 
other persons: inability to work at a 

job or business. 
2. Persons limited in the amount or kind of major 

activity performed 
Preschool children: limited in the amount or  

kind of play with other 
children, e.g., need spe- 
cial rest periods, can- 
not play strenuous 
games, cannot play for 
long periods at a time. 

School-age children: limited to certain types 
of schools or in school 
attendance, e.g., need 
special schools or spe- 
cial teaching, cannot go 
to school full time or  
for long periods at a 
time. 

Housewives: 	 limited in amount or kind , 
or housework, i.e., can- 
not lift children, wash 
or iron, or do house- 
work for long periods 
at a time. 

Workers and all 
other persons: 	 limited in amount or  

kind of work, e.g., need 
special working aids or  
special rest periods at 
work, cannot work full 
time or for long peri- 
ods at a time, cannotdo 
strenuous work. 

3. 	 Persons not limited in major activity butother- 
wise limited , 
Preschool children: not classified in this 

category. 
School-age children: not limited in going to 

school but limited in 

participation in athlet- 
ics or other extracur- 
r icular  activities. 

Housewives: 	 not limited in house- 
work but limited inother 
activities, such as 
church, clubs, hobbies, 
civic projects, or shop-
ping.

Workers and all 
other persons: 	 not limited in regular 

work activities but lim- 
ited in other activities, 
such as church, clubs, 
hobbies, civic projects, 
sports, or games. 

4. 	 Persons not limited in activities 
Includes persons with chronic conditions whose 
activities are not limited in any of the ways de- 
scribed above. 

Hospital Terms 

Short-stay hospital.-A short-stay hospital is one 
for which the type of service is: general; maternity; 
eye, ear, nose, and throat; osteopathic; or the hospital 
department of an institution. 

Hospital type of service.-Type of hospital service 
is a classification of hospitals according to the pre- 
dominant type of cases for which they provide care. 
The category to which'an individual hospital is assign-
ed and the definition of these categories follows the 
usage of the American Hospital Association. 

Hospital episode.-A hospital episode is any con- 
tinuous period of stay of one or more nights in a hos- 
pital as an inpatient except the stay of a well, newborn 
infant. A hospital is defined as any institution meeting 
one of the following criteria: (1) namedin the listingof 
hospitals in the 1959 Guide Issue of Hospitals, the 
Journal of the American Hospital Association; (2) 
named in the listing of hospitals in the 1959 Directory 
of the American Osteopathic Hospital Association; (3) 
named in the annual inventory of hospitals and related 
facilities submitted by the States to the Division of 
Hospital Facilities of the U. S. Public Health Service 
in conjunction with the Hill-Burton Program; or (4) 
name of the institution unknown but stated by the re- 
spondent to be a hospital. 
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APPENDIX 111' 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

The items below show the exact content and wording of the basic questionnaire used in the'nationwide 
household s w e y  of the.U. S. National Health Survey. The actual questionnaire is designed for a household 
a s  a unit and includes additional spaces for repons on more than one person. condition. accident o r  hospi- 
talization.'Such reoetitive svaces a r e  omitted in this illustration. 
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Card A 	 rd C ard E ard G 

,,-* 

N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY 	 N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY 
I 
Check L i s t  of Chronic Conditions r: 	 or: 

rkere and other persons except hi idrdn from 6 through 1 6  years o l d  
ousewlves and Chi ldren 

1. Asthma 	 15. Stomach u l c e r  
2 .  Hay feve r  	 1 6 .  Any o the r  ch ron ic  stomach Not ab le t o  work a t  a l l  a t  present. . Not ab le  t o  go t o  school a t  a l l  a t  1. Confined t o  the  house a l l  the t ime, 
3 .  Tuberculos is  t r o u b l e  	 present  t ime. except i n  emergencies. 

Able t o  Work but  l i m i t e d  i n  amount 4 .  Chronic b r o n c h i t i s  1 7 .  Kidney stones o r  c h r o n i c ,  
of work o r  k ind  of work. . A b l e ' t o  go t o  school bu t  l i m i t e d  t o  2 .  Able t o  go ou ts ide  but  need the  5. Repeated a t tacks  o f  s inus  kidney t r o u b l e  

t r o u b l e  1 8 .  A r t h r i t i s  o r  rheumatism 	 I c e r t a i n  types of schools  o r  i n  he lp  of another  person i n  g e t t i n g  
Able t o  work but  l i m i t e d  i n  k ind  o r  school attendance. around outs ide.  
amount of o the r  a c t i v i t i e s .  6.  Rheumatic fever  1 9 .  Mental i l l n e s s  

7 .  Hardening o f  t he  a r t e r i e s  20 .  Diabetes . Able t o  go t o  school but  l i m i t e d  i n  3 .  Able t o  go ou ts ide  a lone but  have 
8 .  High b lood pressure 2 1 .  Thyro id t r o u b l e  o r  g o i t e r  Not l i m i t e d  'in any o f  these ways. Other a c t i v i t i e s .  	 t r o u b l e  i n  g e t t i n g  around f ree l y .  
9 .  Heart t r o u b l e  22 .  Any a l l e r g y  

LO. 	 s t r o k e  23 .  Epi lepsy . Not l i m i t e d  i n  any or these ways. 4. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any o f  these ways. 
11. 	 Trouble w i th '  va r j cose  ve ins  24 .  Chronic nervous t r o u b l e  
12. 	 Hemorrhoids o r  p i l e s  25 .  Cancer 
13. 	 Tumor, c y s t  o r  growth 26 .  Chronic s k i n  t r o u b l e  
14 .. Chronic g a l l b l a d d e r  o r  21 .  Hernia o r  rup tu re  

1 i v e r  t r o u b l e  28 .  Prostate t r o u b l e  

h r d  B 	 rd D ard -F ard H 

WATl ONAL HEALTH SURVEY 	 N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY N A T l  ONAL HEALTH SURVEY N A T I O N A L  HEALTH SURVEY 

Ch,eck L i s t  o f  Selected Impairments 	 For: Housewife For: Chi ldren under 6 years o l d  Family Income during P a i t  12 months 

' 
i .  	Deafness o r  se r ious  t r o u b l e ' w i t h  hear ing Not ab le  t o  keep house a t  a l l  a t  . NO^ ab le  t o  take p a r t  a t  a l l  i n  Group 1. Under $500 ( i n c l u d i n g  l o s s )  


present. o rd ina ry  p lay w i t h  o the r  ch i l d ren .  

2 .  Ser ious t r o u b l e  w i t h  seeing, even when'wearing g lasses 	 Group 2 .  $500 - $ 9 9 9  

Able t o  keep house but  	 l i m i t e d  i n  . Able t o  p lay  w i t h  o the r  c h i l d r e n  but  
amount o r  k ind  of housework. l i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k ind  of p lay.3 .  C l e f t  pa la te  , 	 :roup 3 .  Si,OOO - $ 1 . 9 9 9  

4. Any speech defect  	 :roup 4 .  $ 2 , 0 0 0  - $ 2 , 9 9 9Able t o  keep house but  l i m i t e d  i n  . Not l i m i t e d  i n  any of these ways. 
k ind  o r  amount o f  o the r  a c t i v i t i e s .  5. Miss ing f i nge rs ,  hand, o r  arm --- toes,  f oo t ,  o r  l e g  	 :roup 5 .  , $ ~ . o o o  - 5 9 # 9 9 9  

Not l i m i t e d  i n  any o f  these ways. 6 .  Cerebral pa lsy 	 $roup 6 .  $u,ooo - $ 4 , 9 9 9  

7 .  P a r a l y s i s  o f  any k ind  	 Group 7 .  S5,OOP 7 5 6 . 9 9 9  

8 .  Repeated t r o u b l e  w i t h  back o r  sp ine 	 Group 8. $7,000 - 5 9 . 9 9 9  

9 .  Club foo t  	 Group 9 .  $10.000 and over  

0 .  	Any permanent S t i f f n e s s  o r  de fo rm i t y  of t he  foo t ,  leg,  f i nge rs ,  
arm o r  back 

1. Cond i t i on  present s ince b i r t h  



APPENDIX IV 


SPECIAL NOTES ON HEALTH INSURANCE DATA 


Within the framework of the Health Interview Sur- 
vey, which is described in Appendix I, special proce- 
dures ,were used to collect the data on health insur- 
ance. No part of the basic questionnaire and interview- 
ing instructions was changed in any way. The sample 
design and the estimating procedures described in Ap- 
pendix I were the same for all data, including the esti- 
mates on health insurance coverage. However, a change 
in the definition of an eligible respondent introduced 
changes in the field procedures and also a nonresponse 
component which was not included in the-regular ad- 
justment for nonresponse. These changes and some of 
their effects on the data are set forth in the following 
paragraphs. 

Reporting Unit 

For the questions on'health insurance, the only ac-
ceptable respondent was the head of a reporting unit. 
A reporting unit within the household was defined by 
one of the following categories: 

(1) Any primary family, secondary family, o r  sub- 
family consisting of a parent or parents and unmarried 
children under 18 years of age. 

(2) Any married couple (including common-law 
marriages) o r  any married person with no spouse o r  
children in the household regardless of age. 

(3) Any person 18 years of age or older with no 
spouse o r  children in the household regardless of mar-. 
ita1 status. 

(4) Any unrelated individual regardless of age with 
the following exception: A child with no parent in the 
household was included in the same reporting unit as 
the person responsible for his care. 

The head of the reporting unit for a llperson unit 
was the person himself. The head of the reporting unit 
consisting of married couples (with or without chil- 
dren) was the husband. For any other reporting unit the 
responsible adult was considered to be the head. 

Interviewing 

The standard rules for respondents for the Na-
tional Health Survey are that each person 18 years of 
age or over who is at home at the time of interview is 
to answer for himself all questions relating to health. 
In all other cases another adult member of the family 
answers for children and adults not at home. 

If the head of the reporting unit was one of the 
adults present, the interviewer asked all questions on 
the questionnaire in order and simply directed the 
health insurance questions to the head of the reporting 
unit. If the head of the reporting unit was not present, 
the interviewer omitted the health insurance questions 
and completed the rest of the questionnaire. Shethen 
filled out form NHS-3a (fig. 1) and left it and a franked 

addressed envelope with the respondent, asking that the 
form be filled out and mailed a s  soon a s  possible. 

Field Procedures 

'Three attempts were made to reach those persons 
who did not respond within a few days. If the NHS-3a 
form had not been received by the regional office on 
the Friday following the interview week, a second mail- 
in form (NHS-3b, identical to NHS-3a except for the 
wording of the letter) was sent to the head of the re-
porting unit. One week later a third form was sent to 
those persons who had not yet responded. The following 
Friday anothkr attempt was made to reach those who 
still had not returned any of the mail-in forms. During 
the first 3 months a fourth form was mailed to those 
reporting units which had not responded; during the 
second 3 months the fourth mail form was replaced by 
a person-to-person telephone call to those reporting 
units with telephones. A s  a result of this intensive 
follow-up, 93.1 percent of the reporting units eventu- 
ally responded (table IV-I). 

Table I V - I .  Number of report ing u n i t s  f o r  which 
hea l th  insurance forms w e r e  l e f t  and response 
af ter  a l l  followups w e r e  completed 

Number of re- Percent of 
porting u n i i x -  report ing<-

~ 

l e f t  sponding sp ond re-u n i t s  ing 

-
Total------ 9,220 8,583 93.1 

July-September--- 4,507 4,174- 92.6 

October-December- 4,713 4,409, 93.5 
I I I . .  

National  Estimates 

Table IV-I1 shows the national estimates for hos- 
pital insurance coverage according to whether the in- 
formation was given at the time of interview or amail- 
in form was left. The information was obtained at the 
time- the interview was conducted for 52 percent of the 
total population and for 82 percent of the population 65 
years of age o r  over. 

The nonresponse rate for the population for which 
mail-in forms were left was 7.6 percent. The infor- -

mation for an additional 2.6 percent was either incom- 
plete o r  the respondent did not,know whether members 
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Dear Friend: 

The Bureau of the Census is condvcfing a special survey 
on health insurance f o r  the U.S. Public Health Service. This study,
when combined with other information, w i l l  serve to answer important 
questions about health and medical care i n  our Nation. 

The Census interviewer who called a t  your household was 
not able t o  see you personally. Please answer the questions on the 

.back of this l e t t e r  and mail it a t  your ear l ies t  convenience. A 
self-addressed envelope which requires no postage has been provided 
for  t h i s  purpose. 

Your cooperation in answering these questions w i l l  insure 
the greatest  possible benefit  t o  you and the people of our country.
The information w i l l  be given confidential treatment by the Bureau 
of the Census and the Public Health Service. N 0 t M z . g  w i l l  be 
published except s t a t i s t i c a l  summaries. 
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,le I PSU No. I Seimcnt No. I Serial No.

I 1 - I
I 

PORU NHS3a 

I 
Date 

I rcccised 

I 

Figure 1. 

FOR FFICE USE ONLY. 

. 64 

No 


Namc(s) of Insurance Cornpan) 
OI Plan: 

'i" CNo 

N e m d s )  of Insurance Company 
m Plao: 



Table IV-11. Percent of persons according t o  response on hosp i t a l  insurance by age and method 
of data co l l ec t ion  

-
Age and method of data co l l ec t ion  

To ta l  Y e s  N o  
To ta l  

Uncodable 

Don't know 
or 

incomplete-

No 
response 

100.o 

100.o 
100.o 

100.0 1 
,100.0 

100.o 

100.0 I 
I 

100.o 
100.0 


100.0 I 
100.0 
100.o 

100.o 

100.0 
100.o 

of the reporting unit were covered. Thus, 89.8 percent 
of the persons for whom NHS-3a forms were left re- 
turned codable information about hospital insurance. 
Of the persons for whom information was obtained at 
the time of interview, 98.7 percent gave codable infor- 
mation. The survey yielded codable information on hos- 
pital insurance for 96.3 percent of the total population. 

Although the size of the nonresponse component 
was the same for all three types of coverage, the size 
of the "don't know" and unsodable group was larger for 
surgical, insurance than for hospital insurance and 
largest for coverage for doctor visits. For surgical 
insurance 91.6 of the population gave codable inforha- 
tion; for coverage for doctor's visits 90.1 percent of 
the population yielded usable information. Tables for 
these two types of coverage have not been included 
since the distribution by age and method of collection 
was essentially the same as  for hospital insurance. 
The difference in the three types of coverage was 
mostly due to respondents not knowing whether they 
had the particular type of coverage rather than to 

4 

63.4 31.0 5.6 1.9 3.7 

61.8 36.9 1.3 1.3 -
65.1 24.7 10.2 2.6 7.6 

61.1 32.0 6.9 2.5 4.4 

59.4 38.3 2.2 2.2 -
62.5 26.5 11.0 2.7 8.3 

69.5 24.9 5.7 1.5 4.2 

69.9 29.3 0.8 I 0.8 1. 
i n  n69.1 20.9 

68.4 27.4 

68.4 31.0 
68.3 22.6 

52.9 

55.4 0.8 0.8 -
51.6 41.1- 7.3 2.7 4.6 

failure of respondents or interviewers to fill out the 
forms properly. 

Computat ional  Procedures 

The sample for the U. S. National Health Survey \ 

was designed to produce estimates of aggregates for 
the four major regions and the three residence areas 
from the annual sample. For any shorter time period 
the estimated aggregates may differ considerably from 
those produced from the annual sample. However, ex- 
cept for possible seasonal effects and the increased 
size of the sampling error because of the smaller 
sample, the validity of rates is not affected. For this 
reason, percentages only are included in this report, 
which is based on 6 months of interviewing. Seasonal ,
effects should be of little or no importance in rates of 
health insurance coverage. 

To obtain these percentages, only those persons 
who provided codable.information a s  to whether or not 
they had health insurance were included. This has the 

6 5  



Table IV-111. Percentage of population included 15 calculations of health insurance coverage 


Type of coverage 
Characteristic ~~~ ~~ 

Hospital Surgical Doctor v’isits 

94.4 91.6 90.1 

& 
93.4 90.9 89.4 
92.5 89.1 88.0 
93.9 91.8 90.0 
94.8 92.3 90.8 
95.3 91.-7 89.8 

, 
, 

96.4 
98.0 

92.7 
95.1 

90.8 
93.8 

98.2 95.5 95.1 

94.4 91.6 90.1 
94.5 91.6 90.1 

Regiqn 

94.0 91.2 90.o 
95.3 - 93.0 91.0 
93.5 90.3- 89.1 
95.2 92.2 90.5 

Residence 

94.3 91.4 89.9 
95.0 92.5 90.8 
93.8 90.7 89.5 

Family income 

94.7 92.3 91.7 
93.5 90.0 ’ 89.0 
95.1 92.5 90.6 
96.2 94.6 92.4 
88.1 81.8 80.6 

94.9 91.7 90.0 
94.1 91.5 90.1 

95.7 93.1 91.6 
93.7 90.9 89.2 
96.9 93.1 93.2 

Limitation of activity 

93;9 
94.8 

91.0 
91.9 -

89.5 
90.3 

94.6 93.0 91.1 
94.4 93.6 . 92.4 
9’7.3 95.4 94.6 
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effect of distributing the population for whom informa- 
tion about health insurance cov'erage was not available 
(because of nonresponse or lack of knowledge on the 
part of the respondent) in the same proportion a s  those 
persons for whom the information was available. 

The age-adjusted rates were computed by the 
direct method of multiplying the age-specific cov-
erage ,rates within the specified population group 
by .the corresponding age group in a standard pop- 
ulation. This gave the expected number of persons 
covered in each age group. These numbers were then 
added and the sum was divided by the total popula- 
tion used a s  a standard to obtain the adjusted rate. 
The standard population used was the same a s  that 
used to compute the age-specific rates for the U.S. 

c 


, 

1 . 


total; i.e., the estimated number of persons who 
provided codeable information about their insurance 
coverage. .

As could be expected,'the percentage of the popu- 
lation for which information was not available varied 
somewhat from one population group to another. Since 
the procedure utilized might have introduced some 
bias due to the unknown characteristics of persons for 
whom the information was not available, the percent- 
age of each of several population groups which was in- 
cluded in the calculations is shown in table IV-111. In-
spection of table IV-111 indicates that the nonresponse 
rate was not large or variable enough to introduce a 
serious bias. 
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