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ti  

CHRONIC LIMITATION OF ACTIVITY 

AND MOBILITY 


SELECTED FINDINGS 

In family interviews throughout the United 
States during the year ending June 30,1958,ap-
proximately 41 percent of the population were 
reported to have one or more chronic conditions. 
This isequivalent to an estimated 70 million per- 
sons in the civilian noninstitutional population of 
the country with one or more such conditions. Of 
this number, 13% million were limited in either 
the amount or kind of major activity or in the 
pursuit of outside activities, while another 3% 
million were unable to carry on their major ac- 
tivity. Thus, it is estimated that 10 percent of 
the noninstitutional population had some degree 
of long-term limitation of activity due to chronic 
illness or  impairment, ranging from 1 to 2 per-
cent among persons under 15 years of age to 55 
percent among those 75 years and older (fig. 1).

An estimated 3% million persons were re-
ported to be limited in their mobility to the extent 
that they had trouble getting around alone or  could 
not get around alone, whereas 1 million persons 
wereconfined to the house. This represents chron- 
ic limitation of mobility in some degree at a rate 
of 3 percent of the population, ranging from less 
than 1 percent among persons under 15 years of 
age toabout 32 percent among those 75 years and 
older (fig. 1).

About 8 percent of the 60 million persons 
whose major activity was reported a s  "usually
working" were chronically limited in their ac-
tivity to some degree. Approximately 17 percent
of those reported a s  "keeping house'' reported 
chronic limitation of activity. This difference is 
due to the inclusion of many women who continue 
to be classified a s  "housewives" in their older 
years  while persons of comparable age who were 
formerly "workers" a re  included in the "retired" 
group. About 2percent of the 61%million classi-
fied as school and preschool children had chronic 
limitation of activity. 

The prevalence of chronic limitation of ac-
tivity and mobility was inversely associated with 
the amount of family income. Approximately 21 
percent of the persons in families with income 
less than $2,000 per year had some degree of 
chronic limitation of activity. This percentage
showed a consistent decrease with increasing
family income. Seven percent reported activity 
limitation where the family income was $7.000 
or more. Essentially this same pattern existed 
for mobility limitation with 8 percent of the per- 
sons in the lowest income bracket (less than 
$2,000) limited in mobility as compared with 1 
percent in the highest income group ($7,000or  
more). 

AGE 

Figure  1 .  Percent  o f  persons  with any degree  o f  
This r e p o r t  was prepared by Geraldine A.Gleeson,  chronic  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y  and m o b i l i t y  a c -

of  the  U . . S .: Na t i ona 1 .€lea I th Survey s t e  f f . cording t o  a g e .  
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No striking differences in the prevalence of in the percentage of males and females having 1 
activity and mobility limitations were noted among o r  2 chronic conditions, but slightly more of the 
persons living in urban, rural-nonfarm, and rural- females, particularly in the older age groups, re-
farm areas. ported 3 or more chronic conditions. About 70 

million persons, or 41 percent of the noninstitu- 
tional population of the United States, had 1or  ,

PREVALENCE OF more chronic conditions, ranging from 17 per-
cent among those under 15years of age to rough-CHRONIC CONDITIONS ly 80 percent among those 65 years or older 

AND ASSOCIATED DISABILITY (fig. 2). It should be kept in mind, however, that 
since severity criteria were not applied to the ,

This report deals primarily with long-term chronic conditions of persons in this report, the 
limitation of activity and of mobility among per- tables include persons with comparatively minor 
sons with one or more chronic conditions. How- conditions, such a s  hay fever or  flatfoot, as well 
ever, some understanding of the prevalence of as those with heart trouble, diabetes, and other 
chronic conditions in the general population and serious ailments. 
the disability associated with them is necessary Some general idea ofthe disability caused by 
before meaningful interpretation of the prevalence the chronic conditions reported can be gained
of limitation can be made. from table Bwhich shows the distribution of per-

Table A shows the percentage of persons with sons in each of the activity and mobility limita- 
no chronic conditions and those with 1,2, and 3 o r  tion categories by the amount of beddisability 
more chronic conditions by sex and broadage resulting from their chronic illness duringthe 
groups. In general, there is very little difference 12-month period prior to week of interview. About 

Table A. Percent distribution of persons by d e r  of chronic conditions according to 
sex and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 

Number of chronic conditions 
Sex and age 

Total 0 1 2 3+ 

100.0 58.6 23.0 10.0 8.4 


100.o 82.5 14.2 2.6 0.7 
100.0 57.7 26.0 10.2 6.1 

100.0 39.4 28.8 16.6 15.2-

100.0 21.9 26.6 20.5 31.0 


100.o 60.9 23.1 9.3 I 6.7, 
I 

100.0 81.2 15.3 2.8 0.7 

100.0 61.0 25.5 9.2 4.3 

100.0 42.3 30.0 15.3 12.3 

100.0 24.8 26.2 21.3 27.7


I '100.0 56.5 22.8 10.7 10.0 


100.0 83.9 13.1 2.3 0.6 
100.0 54.7 26.5 11.2 7.6 
100.0 36.7 27.7 17.7 17.9 
100.0 19.4 26.9 19.9 33.8 

2 



0 

Ln 

t 
z a 

W n 
LL 


I-
z 

W u 
a 

Wa 


A G E  

F i g u r e  2 .  P e r c e n t  of p e r s o n a  w i t h  c h r o n i c ,  c o n d i -  . 
t i o n s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a g e .  

one half of those unable to carry on their major 
activity because of chronic limitation had no bed-
disability days during theyear, a s  compared with 
80percent with no bed disability among those with 
no activity limitation. Major bed disability, i.e., 
more than 30 days during the year, was experi-
enced by 28 percent of those unable to carry on 
their major activity, while only 1percent of those 
with no limitation of activity reported major bed 
disability. The same general pattern of bed disa- 
bility isfound in the four mobility limitation cate-
gories, with the exception that a considerably
larger percentage of the most severely incapaci- 
tated group (those confined tothe house) reported 
major bed disability, with a compensating de- 
crease inthe percentage having no bed disability. 

Thus, itispossiblefor a person to be report-
ed as having chronic activity limitation or chronic 
mobility limitation, and yet tohave spent little o r  
no time in bed during the previous year as a re-
sult of chronic illness or  impairment. 

The distribution of bed disability among per-
sons limited in* amount o r  kind of major activity 
is strikingly similar to that among persons limited 
in outside activities (table B). Similarity in the 
amount of bed disability is even more noticeable 
among those with mobility limitations who needed 
the help of another person in getting around out- 
side and those who had trouble getting around 
freely. The correspondence in bed disability sug- . 

Table B. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of persons by degree of l imitat ion of a c t i v i t y  and mobility due t o  
chronic conditions according t o  amount of bed d i sab i l i t y :  United S ta t e s ,  July 1957-June 1958 

Limitation of a c t i v i t y  and mobili ty 
Total  

~ 

Activity l imitat ion 

Not limited i n  activities----------- 
Not limited i n  major a c t i v i t i e s  but 

o t h e r d s e  limited------------------ 

Limited i n  amount or kind of major
activity---------------------------

Unable t o  carry on major activity---  

Mobility l imitat ion 

Not l imited i n  mobility------------- 
H a s  trouble get t ing around alone---- 

Cannot ge t  around alone------------- 
Confined t o  house------------------- 

100.0 

100.0 

100 .o 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

100.0 
100.0 

Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of persons 
~ ~~ 

With no With minor' With major2 
bed d i s -  bed dis-  bed dis-  
a b i l i t y  a b i l i t y  a b i l i t y  

80.0 15.9 1.4 

64.4 23.5 8.3 

60.2 23.0 12.0 
48.1 16.1 28.2 

76.6 17.4 3.0 
56.6 18.7 18.1 

56.4 17-.3 18.8 
31.9 13.9 45.3 

With UTI-
known bed 
d i s a b i l i t y  

2.7 

3.8 

4.8 
7.6 

3.0 
6.6 

7.6 
8.8 

I30 days  o r  less  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  

*More t h a n  30 days d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r .  
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gests that the persons within the two activity cate- with the amount of limitation. Approximately 50 
gories, a s  well a s  those in the two mobility cate- percent of those with no activity limitation were 
gories, werechronically limited to about the same under care, while 74 percent of those with partial 
extent. This, combined with the belief that these limitation (in amount or kind of major or  outside 
categories a re  not, in many cases, mutually ex- activities), and 79 percent of those with major 
clusive and may have left the respondent con- limitation (unable to carry on major activity) had . 
fused has led to the combination of the categories 1or more conditions under medical care. In each 
in some of the tables in this report. The following activity limitation category the percentage of fe-
outline shows the three- and four-way classifi- males under carewas higher than that for males. 
cations of limitations and identifies them with the 
tables in which they a re  used: 

Table C .  Number and percent of persons 
with one or more chronic conditions un-LIMITATION OF ACTIVITY 
der medical care according to degree of 
act ivity limitation and sex: UnitedTables B, 1, 2, 5, 6 Tables C , 9, 10, 13, 14, 
States, July 1957-June 195817. 18 

Not limited in ac- No limitation of ac-
~ 

Persons Persons with 
tivities tivity with 1+ one or more 

chronic chronic
Not limited in major condi- conditions

activity, but other- Limitat ion tions under care
wise limited Partial limitation of 

Limited in amount or of activity activity 

kind of major Number Number

activity 
 (in (in Per cent 

thou- thou-
Unable to carry on Major limitation sands) sands)


major activity of activity 

~~ ~ 

NoL,MITATIONOF MOBILITY 
limiztion 

of activityTables B, 3, 4, 7,  8 Tables 11, 12, 15.16, 19,
-20
Both sexes, 52,626 26,487 50.3 

Not limited in mobility No limitation of mo- 
bility 24,104 10,861 45.1 

28,522 15,626 54.8 
Has trouble getting 


around alone Partial limitation of 

Cannot get around mobility


alone 


Confined to house Major limitation of Both sexes- 13,447 9,910 73.7 
~~mobility 

5,683 3,844 67.6 

7,763 6,065 78.1 


Ma.i orThe material presented in table C offers a l i m i ta t  ion very rough measure of the seriousness of the of act ivitychronic ailments associated with varying degrees 
of limitation of activity. This table shows for per- Both sexes: 3.588 2,849 79.4sons with 1 or more chronic conditions the per-
centage who were under medical care, according
to the extent of limitation of activity. For purposes 2,279 1,766 77.5 
of this report, the term "under medical care" is 1,309 1,083 82.7 
liberally interpreted to include all persons "under 
instruction" from a physician (for detailed def- *Limited io amount o r  kind o f  major or outside 
inition, see Appendix 11). A s  would be expected, activities. 
the percentage of persons under care increased 2Unable to carry on major activity. 
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LIMITATION DUE TO 

CHRONIC CONDITIONS 


Major  Activity 

Tables 1-4 present estimates of the amount 
of chronic limitation of activity and mobility
among each of the major activity groups. Tables 
5-8 show this same type of information by family- 

, income groups. Since major activity and family 
. income a re  both factors closely related to the 
1 economic and social status of the persons in- 

volved, the four-way classification of limitation, 
I 	 which describes in more detail a person's ability 

to participate in major or outside activities, has 
been used in this series of tables. 

Among the 60 million persons whose major 
activity was reported a s  "usually working," 28 
million, or 47 percent, had 1 or more chronic 
conditions and 5 million, or  8 percent, had some 
degree of chronic limitation of activity. Among 
the 36 million who reported "keeping house" a s  
their major activity, 22 million, or 61 percent,
had 1 or more chronic conditions and 6 million, 
or 17percent, had some chronic activity limitation. 
Thisexcessive amount of chronic limitation among 
housewives was due to the inclusion of persons who 
continue to be classified in this major activity 
group even at  older ages. Many of the persons of 
comparable age with limitation of activity whose 
former major activity was "working" were in-
cluded in the "retired" group (fig. 3). 

Under 30 30-44 45-64 6 5 t  

Keeping 

house 


Usually 

working 


Retired V V I 
0 20 40 60 80 IO0 

PERCENT OF PERSONS 

Figure 3. P e r c e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  persons  with 
any degree o f  c h r o n i c  l i m i t a t i o n  of  a c t i v i t y  

I 	 whose major a c t i v i t y  i s  "keeping h o u s e . "  " u s u a l l y  
working," or " r e t i r e d "  according t o  a g e .  

About 10 percent of the total population re-
ported chronic limitation of activity as compared
with 3 percent who reported chronic limitation of 

, mobility (table 4). 

Family Income 

. Tables 5-8 show the amount and distribution 
of chronic limitation of activity and mobility among 
persons by amount of family income. For each 
of the age groups shown and in each limitation 
category, persons living in families within the 
lowest income bracket (less than $2,000)had the 
highest rate of chronic limitation. In general, 
as the family income increased, the limitation 
rate for both activity and mobility decreased. In 
table D, where alldegrees of limitation have been 
combined (see p. 7 and Cards C through(;, p. 40).
the gradient of the percentages immediately be-
comes apparent. There is no way to determine 
from these data the extent to which family income 
and chronic limitation of activity are causally re-
lated, nor is it possible to determine whether low 
income is responsible for the chronic disability 
or  vice versa. 

Age, 	Sex, a n d  Residence 

The distribution of chronic limitation of ac-
tivity and mobility by residence and sex in de- 
tailed age groups is presented in tables 9-20. 
Since these tables deal with the prevalence rather 
than the economic and social implications of chron-
ic limitations, the more general three-way clas-
sification of limitation categories, previously
described, is used. The percentage distributions 
presented in these tables, as in all the detailed 
tables in this report, are based on the total non- 
institutional population, Le., all persons, with or 
without chronic conditions, in each age-sex-resi- 
dence category. Thus, each of the percentages rep- 
resents a prevalence estimate, or the number of 
persons with the degree of chronic limitation in- 
dicated per 100 of the noninstitutional population. 

Ofthe70 million persons in the United States 
with 1o r  more chronic conditions, 53 million had 
no limitation of activity, 13%million were partially
limited, and about 3% million had a major limita- 
tion. In terms of prevalence, this means that ap- 
proximately 10 out of every 100 persons in the 
total population outside of institutions had some 
degree of chronic limitation of activity. Among 
persons under 15 years of age an estimated 1to 
2 percent were limited, with a gradual increase 
to55 percent among those 75 years and older. No 
appreciable difference was noted in the limitation 
rate among males and females. 

About 3% million persons had partial limita- 
tion of mobility. and 1million had mobility limita- 
tion of sufficient severity to confine them to the 
house at  all times. These 4%million persons rep- 
resent about 3percent of the U. s. population in- 
cluded in the survey. Slightly more females than 
malesreported limitation of mobility, particularly 
in the older age groups in which, for persons 75 
years of age and older, 36 percent of the females 
were limited a s  compared with 26 percent of the 
males (table 12). 

514207 0-59-2 5 



Table D .  Percent of persons with chronic limitation of activity and mobility accord- 
ing to  family income and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 

Limitation of act ivity 
and mobility and age 

Less than $2,000-
$2,000 3,999 

Limitation of act ivity 

21.1 


1.8 

9.5 


29.1 

48.6 


Limitation of mobility 

7.9 


0.5 

1.9 


9.4 

22.0 


About 10 million, or 59 percent, of the 17mil-
lion persons with chronic activity limitations lived 
in urban areas. Of the remaining 3 million per- 
sons, 4%million resided in rural-nonfarm areas, 
and 2% million in rural-farm areas. Based on the 
total population residing in these areas, the prev- 
alence rate of activity and mobility limitations 
was practically identical for urban and rural-non- 
farm areas. A slightly higher rate of activity lim- 
itation, 11.9 per 100 population, was noted for 
rural-farm areas as  compared with 9.8 in urban 
areas and 9.9 in rural-nonfarm areas (table 14).
However, this excess of limitation in rural-farm 
areas was entirely among those limited in the 
amount or kind of major or  outside activities. 
The arduous nature of farm work, which would 
impose more restrictions in amount or  kind than 
many other types of work. probably accounts for 
some of this excess. 

Tables 17-20 present data onchronic limita-
tions for detailed age groups by residence. The 
excess of persons limited in the amount or  kind 
of activity (with partial limitation) among those 
living inrural-farm areas, noted inthe preceding 
series of tables, was again present in rural-farm 

10.7 


1.4 

6.8 


19.4 

39.6 


2.7 


0.3 

1.0 


4.3 

14.7 


Family income 

$4,000- Unknown
6,999 


-

6.9 6.7 11.6 

1.3 1.4 1.3 
6.1 5.0 4.5 

13.4 10.9 16.2 
39.3 38.3 39.1 

1.6 1.5 3.5 

0.3 0.3 0.1 
0.7 0.7 0.6 

2.9 1.8 3.6 
18.6 16.3 16.5 

areas in each of the age intervals for those 15 
years and older. The consistency of this excess 
through the age groups with no husual concen- 
tration in the older groups is added evidence that 
the excess of chronic activity limitation in farm 
areas is more likely due to the restrictions im- 
posed by farm work rather than to an excessive 
number of older persons living on farms. 

SOURCE OF DATA 

The material presented in this report is de-
rived from household interviews conducted by the 
U. S. National Health Survey during the period
July 1, 1957 through June 28, 1958. Interviews, 
obtained from a continuous sample of the civil-
ian noninstitutional population of the United States, 
were conducted in approximately 36.000 house-
holds and covered about 115,000 persons.

A description of the survey design, methods 
used in estimation, and the general qualifications 
of the data is presented in Appendix I. Particular 
attention iscalled to the section entitled Reliability 
of Estimates. The data in all of the cells in the 
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tables presented are subject to errors of sam-
pling. i.e., errors  resulting from the use  of a 
sample of households instead of all of the house- 
holds in the United States. The sampling errore  
for most of the estimates presented are of rel-
atively low magnitude. However, where an esti-
mated number o r  the numerator or  denominator 
of a rate o r  percent is small, the sampling e r ro r  
may be high. Such estimates, therefore, must be 
interpreted with caution. 

Definitions of certain terms used in this re-
port are given in Appendix 11. Since many of the 
terms have specialized meanings for the purposes 
of the survey, familiarity with these definitions 
wilI assist the reader in interpreting the material 
presented.

The interview questionnaire used in the sur- 
veyisreproduced in Appendix 111. Those sections 
that apply to material covered in this report in- 
clude the "illness-recall questions" (questions 
11-17), the check lists of chronic conditions and 
impairments (Cards A and B) used in connection 
with questions 16and 17,and Cards C-G used with 

columns (r) and (8) of table I of the questionnaire. 
Questions 11-17were asked about each mem- 

ber of the sample household. In conjunction with 
questions 16 and 17 the "Check ListofChronic 
Conditions" and the "Check List of Impairments" 
were read to each respondent. Any condition re-
ported in response to these questions was entered 
on table I and further questions were asked, as 
indicated in the table, for each reported condition. 
In addition to the conditions on the two check lists, 
any other condition which had its onset three 
months or  more prior to the week of interview is 
defined a s  achronic condition for purposes of the 
survey. 

The categories of activity limitation from 
which the respondent was asked to choose are 
described on Cards C, D, E, and F, which are 
appropriately worded for workers, housewives, 
school-age children, and preschool children. The 
limitation-of-mobility categories listed on Card 
G are applicable to all persons, regardless of 
their major activity. 
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Table 1. Number of persons by limitation of activity due to chronic conditions by sex and major 

activity: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958.  D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding .  The survey  d e s i g n ,  
g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I] ,. 


Major activity 


Limitation of activity 
 School

Total 
 or Keeping Retired Other
preschool working house 


Number of persons in thousands 


168,369 61,400 59,692 35,961 6,129 5,186 


98,709 49,785 31,404 14,120 1,194 2,205 


69,660 11,615 28,288 21,842 4,935 2,980 
52,626 10,588 23,452 15,847 1,549 1,190 

4,624 597 1,458 2,104 321 144 


8,822 3 20 2,982 3,571 1,220 7 30 
3,588 109 397 321 1,845 916 

81,906 31,623 42,004 (*> 4,855 3,366 

With no chronic conditions------------ 49,840 25,294 22,102 (*) 1,027 1,393 

With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 32,065 6,328 19,902 (*> 3,828 1,973 
Not limited in activities--------- 24,104 5,747 16,256 (*) 1,261 8 19 
Not limited in major activity but 
otherwise limited---------------- 1,763 342 1,064 (*) 268 87 
Limited in amount or kind of 
major activity------------------- 3,920 166 2,306 
 (*I 925 515 
Unable to carry on major activity- 2,279 7 4  276 (*> i,374 552 

Female 


86,463 29,777 17,689 35,903 1,275 1,820 


With no chronic conditions------------ 48,869 24,491 9,303 14,095 167 813 


With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 37,595 5,286 8,386 21,808 1,108 1,007 
Not linited in activities--------- 28,522 4,842 7,196 15,826 288 37 1 
Not limited in major activity but 

%otherwise limited---------------- 2,861 255 394 2,101 53 57 I 

Limited in amount or kind of 
major activity------------------- 4,902 154 676 3,563 296 214 
Unable to carry on major activity- 1,309 35 121 318 471 364 

*The number i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  i s  t o o  smal l  t o  show s e p a r a t e  e s t i m a t e s .  

I O  



Table 2. Percent distribution of persons by limitation of activity due to chronic .conditions ac- 

cording to sex and major activity: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  Of  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey  des ign ,  
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  O e f i n i t i o n s  
of  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

- Major activity 

Limitation of activity 
Total 

School 
or 

preschool 
Usually
working 

Keeping
house Retired Other 

-

100.o 100.o 100.o 100.o 100.o 100 .o 
-

58.6 81.1 52.6 39.3 19.5 42.5 


41.4 18.9 47.4 60.7 80.5 57.5 

31.3 17.2 39.3 44.1 25.3 22.9 


2.7 1.o 2.4 5.9 5.2 2.8 

5.2 0.5 5.O 9.9 19.9 14.1 
2.1 0.2 0.7 0.9 30.1 17.7 


100 .o 100 .o 100.o (*> 100.o 100 .o-
With no chronic conditions------------ 60.9 80 .O 52.6 (4) 21.2 41.4 

With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 39.1 20 .o 47.4 (*> 78.8 58.6 
Not limited in activities--------- 29.4 18.2 38.7 (*> 26.0 24.3 
Not limited in major activity but 
otherwise limited---------------- 2.2 1.1 2.5 (*> 5.5 2.6 
Limited in amount or kind of 
major activity------------------ 4.8 0.5 5.5. (*I 19.1 15.3 

Unable to carry on major activity- 2.8 0.2 0.7 (*I 28.3 16.4 

Female 


All persons--------------------- 100 .o 100.3 100 .o 100.o 100.o 100 .o-
With no chronic conditions------------ 56.5 82.2 52.6 39.3 13.1 44.7 


With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 43.5 17.8 47.4 60.7 86.9 55.3 
Not limited in activities--------- 33 .O 16.3 40.7 44.1 22.6 20.4 
Not limited in major activity but 
otherwise limited---------------- 3.3 0.9 2.2 5.9 4.2 3.1 

Limited in amount or kind of 

major activity------------------- 5.7 0.5 3.8 9.9 23.2 11.8 

Unable to carry on major activity- 1.5 0.1 0.7 0.9 36.9 20-0 


*The number i n  t h i s  ca tegory  i s  t o o  smal I t o  show s e p a r a t e  e s t i m a t e s .  



Table 3. Number of persons by limitation of mobility due to -chronic conditions by sex and major 

activity: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a re  based on hoyseho ld  i n t e r v i e w s  du r ing  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey  design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Major activity 

Limitation of mobility 
Total School 

or 
preschool working 

Keeping
house 

&tired Other 

Number of persons in thousands 

Both sexes 

168,369 61,400 59,692 35,961 6,129 5,186 

With no chronic conditions------------ 98,709 49,785 31,404 14,120 1,194 2,205 

With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 
Not limited in mobility----------- 
Has trouble getting around alone-- 
Cannot get around alone----------- 
Confined to house----------------- 

69,660 
64,806 
2,729 
949 

1,177 

11,615 
11,434 

.76 
48 
57 

28,288 
27,700 

442 
45 
10 1 

21,842 
20,193 
1,094 
309 

' 246 

4,935 
3,321 
822 
333 
458 

2,980 
2,158 
293 
215 
314 

Male-
81,906 31,623 42,004 4,855 3,366-

With no chronic conditions------------ 49,840 25,294 22,102 1,027 1,393 

With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 
Not limited in mobility----------- 
Has trouble getting around alone-- 
Cannot get around alone----------- 
Confined to house----------------- 

32,065 
30,031 
1,262 
27 2 
501 

6,328 
6,226 

40 
30 
32 

19,902 
19,455 

346 
34 
67 

3,828 
2,777 
656 
142 
253 

1,973 
1,543 
216 
67 
148 

Female 

86,463 29,777 17,689 35,903 1,275 1,820 

With no chronic conditions------------ 48,869 24,491 9,303 14,095 167 813 

With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 
Not limited in mobility----------- 
Has trouble getting around alone-- 
Cannot get around alone----------- 
Confined to house----------------- 

37,595 
34,775 
1,467 
677 
676 

5,286 
5,208 

36 
18 
24 

8,386 
8,245 

96 
11 
34 

21,808 
20,162 
1,092 
30 9 
246 

1,108 
544 
166 
19 2 
20 5 

1,007 
615 
77 
148 
166 

*The number i n  t h i s  ca tegory  i s  t o o  smal l  t o  show separa te  es t ima tes .  



Table 4. Percent distribution of persons by limitation of mobility due to chronic conditions ac- 

cording to sex and major activity: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  to t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may not  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design,  
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
of terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix II] 

Limitation of mobility 


Both sexes 


With no chronic conditions------------ 


With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 

Not limited in mobility----------- 

Has trouble getting around alone-- 

Cannot get around alone----------- 

Confined to house----------------- 


-Male 

With no chronic conditions------------ 


With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 

Not limited in mobility----------- 

Has trouble getting around alone-- 

Cannot get around alone----------- 

Confined to house----------------- 


-Female 

With no chronic conditions------------ 


With 1+ chronic conditions------------ 

Not limited in mobility----------- 

Has trouble getting around alone-- 

Cannot get around alone----------- 

Confined to house----------------- 


*The number i n  t h i s  category  i s  t o o  small t o  

Total 


100.o 

58.6 


41.4 

38.5 

1.6 

0.6 

0.7 


100.o 

60..9 


39.1 

36.7 

1.5 

0.3 

0.6 


100.o 

56.5 


43.5 

40.2 

1.7 

0.8 

0.8 


show separate  

Major activity 


School 

or 


preschool 


100.o 

81.1 


18.9 

18.6 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 


100.o 

80.O 

20.o 
19.7 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 


100.o 

82.2 


17.8 

17.5 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 


e s t i m a t e s .  

Usually

working 


100.o 

' 52.6 


47.4 

46.4 

0.7 

0.1 

0.2 


100.o 

52.6 


47.4 

46.3 

0.8 

0.1 

0.2 


100.o 

52.6 


47.4 

46.6 

0.5 

0.1 

0.2 


Keeping

house 


100.o 

39.3 


60.7 

56.2 

3.0 

0.9 

0.7 


(*> 
(*I 
(*> 
(*> 
(*>
(*I 
(*> 

100..0 


39.3 


60.7 

56.2 

3.0 

0.9 

0.7 


Retired 


100.o 

19.5 


80.5 

54.2 

13.4 

5.4 

7.5 


100.o 

21.2 


78.8 

57.2 

13.5 

2.9 

5.2 


100.o 

13.1 


86.9 

42 ..7 

13.0 

15.1 

16.1 


3ther 


-

LOO .o-
42.5 


57.5 

41.6 

5.6 

4.1 

6.1 


LOO .o-
41.4 


58.6 

45.8 

6.4 

2.0 

4.4 


LOO .o-
44.7 


55.3 

33.8 

4.2 


. 8.1 

9.1 


514207 0-59-3 13 



Table 5. Number of persons by limitation of activity due to chronic conditions by age and family income: 

United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may not add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding.  The survey design,  general  q u a l i -
f i c a t i o n s ,  and in format ion  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  es t imates  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  
Appendix I I ]  


Age and limitation 

of activity 


All ages 


All persons--------------------------


With no chronic conditions----------------- 


With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 

Not limited in activities-------------- 

Not limited in major activity but 

otherwise limited--------------------- 

Limited in amount or kind of major ac- 

tivity--------------------------------


Unable to carry on major activity------ 


Under 15 

All persons--------------------------


With no chronic conditions----------------- 


With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 

Not limited in activities-------------- 

Not limited in major activity but 

otherwise limited--------------------- 

Limited in amount or kind of major ac- 

tivity--------------------------------


Unable to carry on major activity------ 


-15-44 

All persons--------------------------


With no chronic conditions----------------- 


With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 

Not limited in activities-------------- 

Not limited in major activity but 

otherwise limited--------------------- 

Limited in amount or kind of major ac- 

tivity--------------------------------


Unable to carry on major activity------ 


-45-64 


All persons--------------------------


With no chronic conditions----------------- 

With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 


Not limited in activities-------------- 

Not limited in major activity but 

otherwise limited--------------------- 

Limited in amount or kind of major ac- 

tivity--------------------------------


Unable to carry on major activity------ 


-6% 
All persons--------------------------

With no chronic conditions----------------- 

With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 


Not limited in activities-------------- 

Not limited in major activity but 

otherwise limited--------------------- 
Limited in mount or kind of major ac-
tivity--------------------------------
Unable to carry on major activity------ 

[ 


168,369 


98,709 

69,660 

52,626 


4,624 


8,822 

3,588 


52,637 


43,446 


9,190 

8,447 


354 


273 

117 


66,749 


38,488 


28,262 

24,043 


1,443 


2,345 

430 


34,470 


13,598 

20,873 

15,061 


1,634 


3,200 

977 


14,512 


3,177 

11,335 

5,075 


1,193 


3,004 

2,063 


Family income 


Under $2,000- $4,000- $7,000+

$2,000 [ 3,999 [ 6,999 [ I 


Number.of persons in thousands 


25,459 36,051 62,248 34,549 


12,869 21,535 38,069 20,281 

12,590 14,516 24,179 14,268 

7,222 10,659 19,857 11,951 


1,171 981 1,373 817 


2,737 2,048 2,280 1,175 

1,460 828 669 324 


6,341 11,424 22,228 10,312 


5,452 9,698 18,153 8,185 


889 1,726 4,075 2,127 

773 1,567 3,785 1,979 


53 7 1  135 75 


43 54 112 59 

20 34 44 14 


7,595 13,874 26,880 14,814 

4,625 8,288 14,834 8,362 
2,970 5,586 12,047. 6,452
2,248 4,637 10,403 5,709 


187 293 598 308 


413 540 938 371 

122 116 108 6 4  


5,499 7,481 10,722 7,972 

1,712 2,809 4,466 3,378 
3,787 4,671 6,256 4,593 
2,187 3,219 4,818 3,725 

347 359 477 337 


893 818 778 465 

360 276 183 67 


6,024 3,272 2,417 1,451 


1,080 7 39 617 356 

4,944 2,533 1,801 1,095 

2,014 1,236 851 538 


585 259 163 98 


1,	387 636 453 280 

9 58 402 334 178 


10,062 


5,955 

4,107 

2,937 


282 


582 

307 


2,331 


1,959 


37 2 

343 


21 


4 

b 


3,586 


2,378 


1,207 

1,046 


57 


83 

21 


2,797 


1,232 

1,565 

1,112 


115 


247 

91 


1,349 


386 

963 

435 


88 


248 

192 


14 



Table 6 .  Percent distribution of persons by limitation of activity due to chronic conditions according to 
age and family income: United States, July 1957-June 1958 

[ D a t a  a r e  based on h o u s e h o l d  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
of  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  r o u n d i n g .  The s u r v e y  d e s i g n ,  g e n e r a l  q u a l i -  

a r e  g i v e n  i n  A p p e n d i x  I .  D e f i n i t i o n sf i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  
Appendix  I I ]  

Age and limitation 
of activity 

All ages 
All persons-------------------------- 100 .o 

tivity--------------------------------


With no chronic conditions----------------- 58.6 

With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 41.4 
Not limited in activities-------------- 31.3 
Not limited in major activity but 
otherwise limited--------------------- 2.7 
Limited in amount or kind of major ac- 

5.2 
Unable to carry on major activity------ 2.1 

Under 15 
All persons-------------------------- 100 .o 

With no chronic conditions----------------- 82.5 

With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 17.5 
Not limited in activities-------------- 16.0 
Not limited in major activity but 
otherwise limited--------------------- 0.7 
Limited in amount or kind of major ac- 
tivity-------------------------------- 0.5 
Unable to carry on major activity------ 0.2 

-15-44 
All persons-------------------------- 100 .o 

With no chronic conditions----------------- 57.7 

With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 42.3 
Not limited in activities-------------- 36 .O 
Not limited in major activity but 
otherwise limited--------------------- 
 2.2 
Limited in amount or kind of major ac- 

tivity-------------------------------- 3.5 
Unable to carry on major activity------ 0.6 

45-64 
All persons-------------------------- 100 .o 

With no chronic conditions----------------- 39.4 
With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 60.6 

Not limited in activities-------------- 43.7 
Not limited in major activity but 
otherwise limited--------------------- 4.7 
Limited in amount or kind of major ac- 
tivity-------------------------------- 9.3 
Unable to carry on major activity------ 2.8 

-65+ 
A l l  persons-------------------------- 100 .o 

With no chronic conditions----------------- 21.9 
With 1+ chronic conditions----------------- 78.1 

Not limited in activities-------------- 35.0 
Not limited in major activity but 
otherwise limited--------------------- 8.2 
Limited in amount or kind of major ac- 
tivity-------------------------------- 20.7 
Unable to carry on major activity------ 14.2 

o f  t e r m s  

$7,OOO+ 


100 .o 
58.7 

41.3 
34.6 

2.4 

3.4 
0.9 

100 .o 
79.4 
20.6 
19.2 

0.7 


0.6 
0.1 


103.o 
56.4 

43.6 
38.5 

2.1 

2.5 
0.4 

100 .o 
42.4 
57.6 
46.7 

4.2 

5.8 
0.8 

100 .o 
24.5 
75.5 
37.1 

6.8 

19.3 
12.3 

a r e  g i v e n  i n  

Unknown 


100 .o 
59.2 
40.8 
29.2 

2.8 

5.8 
3.1 

100 .o 
84.0 

16.0 
14.7 

0.9 

0.2 
0.2 

100.o 
66.3 

33.7 
29.2 

1.6 

2.3 
0.6 

100 .o 
44.0 
56 .O 
39.8 

4.1 

8.8 
3.3 

100.o 
28.6 
71 .4  
32.2 

6.5 

18.4 
14.2 

Under 

$2,000 

100 .o 
50.5 

49.5 
28.4 

4.6 

10.8 
5.7 

100 .o 
86.0 
14.0 
12.2 

0.8 

0.7 
0.3 

100 .o 
60.9 

39.1 
29.6 

2.5 

5.4 
1.6 

100 -0  

31.1 
68.9 
39.8 

6.3 

16.2 
6.5 

100 .o 
17.9 
82.1 
33.4 

9.7 

23 .O 
15.9 

Family income 

~~ 

$2,000- $4,000 -
3,999 

100 .o 
59.7 
40.3 
29.6 

2.7 

5.7 
2.3 

100 .o 
84.9 

15.1 
13.7 

0.6 

0.5 
0.3 

100 .o 
59.7 

40.3 
33.4 

2.1 

3.9 
0.8 

100 .o 
37.5 
62.4 
43.0 

4.8 

10.9 
3.7 

100 .o 
22.6 
77.4 
37 .8 

7.9 

19.4 
12.3 

6,999 

100.o 
61.2 

38.8 
31.9 

2.2 

3.7 
1.1 


100 .o 
81.7 
18.3 
17 .O 

0.6 

0.5 
0.2 

100 .o 
55.2 

44.8 
38.7 

2.2 

3.5 
0.4 

100 .o 
41.7 
58.3 
44.9 

4.4 

7.3 
1.7 

100 .o 
25.5 
74.5 
35.2 

6.7 

18.7 
13.8 

15 



Table 7. Number of persons by limitation of mobility due to chronic conditions by age and family 

income: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding .  The survey  des ign ,  
g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Family income 

Age and limitation 


of mobility Under
Total 
 $2,000 


Number of persons in thousands 


All ases 


All persons------------------ 
 168,369 25,455 36,051 62,248 34,549 10,062 
With no chronic conditions--------- 98,709 12,869 21,535 38,069 20,281 5,955 

With 1+ chronic conditions--------- 69,660 12,590 14,516 24,179 14,268 4,107


Not limited in mobility---------- 64,806 10,571 13,544 23,172 13,762 3,757

Has trouble getting around alone- 2,729 1,214 550 536 280 149 

Cannot get around alone---------- 949 370 171 222 109 77

Confined to house---------------- 
 1,177 435 251 249 117 124 


Under 15 


All persons------------------ 
 52,637 6,341 11,424 22,228 10,312 2,331 
With no chronic conditions--------- 43,446 5,452 9,698 18,153 8,185 1,959 

With 1+ chronic conditions--------- 9,190 889 1,726 4,075 2,127 37 2 
Not limited in mobility---------- 9,032 857 1,696 4,012 2,098 369 
Has trouble getting around alone- 47 4 13 15 16 -
Cannot get around alone---------- .53 14 11 24 1 2 
Confined to house---------------- 58 14 6 24 13 1 

-15-44 
All persons------------------ 
 66,749 7,595 13,874 26,880 14,814 3,586 


With no chronic conditions--------- 38,488 4,625 8,288 14,834 8,362 2,378 
With 1+ chronic conditions--------- 28,262 2,970 5,586 12,047 6,452 1,207 
Not limited in mobility---------- 27,676 2,825 5,448 11,864 6,355 1,184
Has trouble getting around alone- 377 90 85 122 68 13 
Cannot get around alone---------- 81 24 15 24 13 4
Confined to house---------------- 
 128 30 38 38 16 6 


-45-64 
All persons------------------ 34,470 5,499 7,481 10,722 7,972 2,797 


With no chronic conditions--------- 13,598 1,712 2,809 4,466 3,378 1,232 

With 1+ chronic conditions--------- 20,873 3,787 4,671 6,256 4,593 1,565
Not limited in mobility---------- 19,475 3,269 4,346 5,946 4,450 1,463 .. 
Has trouble getting around alone- 843 323 197 200 83 41 
Cannot get around alone---------- 221 90 38 39 37 17
Confined to house---------------- 
 334 105 90 70 24 44 


-65+ 

All persons------------------ 
 14,512 6,024 3,272 2,417 1,451 1,349 

With no chronic conditions--------- 3,177 1,080 739 617 356 386 
With 1+ chronic conditions--------- 11,335 4,944 2,533 1,801 1,095 963 
Not limited in mobility---------- 8,623 3,620 2,053 1,350 859 741 
Has trouble getting around alone- 1,461 797 256 199 113 95 
Cannot get around alone---------- 594 241 107 134 58 54 
Confined to house---------------- 658 286 117 117 65 73 
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Table 8. Percent distribution of persons by limitation of mobility due to chronic conditions ac- 

cording to age and family income: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  dur ing J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may not  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and informat ion on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
O f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

Age and limitation 

of mobility 


All ages 


All persons------------------- 


With no chronic conditions---------- 


With 1+ chronic conditions-- --------
Not limited in mobility----------- 
Has trouble getting around alone-- 
Cannot get around alone----------- 
Confined to house----------------- 

Under 15 


All persons------------------- 


With no chronic conditions---------- 


With 1+ chronic conditions---------- 

Not limited in mobility----------- 

Has trouble getting around alone-- 

Cannot get around alone----------- 

Confined to house----------------- 


15-44 

, -

All persons------------------- 


With no chronic conditions---------- 


With 1+ chronic conditions---------- 

Not limited in mobility----------- 

Has trouble getting around alone-- 

Cannot get around alone----------- 

Confined to house----------------- 


-45-64 
All persons------------------- 

With no chronic conditions---------- 


With 1+ chronic conditions---------- 

Not limited in mobility----------- 

Has trouble getting around alone-- 

Cannot get around alone----------- 

Confined to house----------------- 


-65+ 
All persons------------------- 

With no chronic conditions---------- 


With 1+ chronic conditions---------- 
N o t  limited in mobility----------- 
Has trouble getting around alone-- 
Cannot get around alone---------.-- 
Confined to house----------------- 


Total 


100.o 
58.6 

41.4 

38.5 

1.6 

0.6 

0.7 


100.o 
82.5 

17.5 

17.2 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 


100.o 
57.7 

42.3 

41.5 

0.6 

0.1 

0.2 


100.o 
39.4 

60.6 

56.5 

2.4 

0.6 

1 .o 

100.o 
21.9 

78.1 

59.4 

10.1 

4.1 

4.5 


Under 

$2,000 


100.o 
50.5 

49.5 

41.5 

4.8 

1.5 

1.7 


100.o 
86.0 

14.0 

13.5 

0.1 

0.2 

0.2 


100.o 
60.9 


39.1 

37.2 

1.2 

0.3 

0.4 


100.o 
31.1 

68.9 

59.4 

5.9 

1.6 

1.9 


100.o 
17.9 

82.1 

60.1 

13.2 

4.0 

4.7 


Family income 


$2,000-
3,999 


100.o 
59.7 

40.3 

37.6 

1.5 

0.5 

0.7 


100.o 
84.9 


15.1 

14.8 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 


100.o 
59.7 


40.3 

39.3 

0.6 

0.1 

0.3 


100.o 
37.5 


62.4 

58.1 

2.6 

0.5 

1.2 


100.o 
22.6 

77.4 

62.7 

7.8 

3.3 

3.6 


$4,000-

6,999 


100.o 
61.2 


38.8 

37.2 

0.9 

0.4 

0.4 


100.o 
81.7 

18.3 

18.0 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 


100.o 
55.2 

44.8 

44.1 

0.5 

0.1 

0.1 


100.o 
41.7 

58.3 

55.5 

1.9 

0.4 

0.7 


100.o 
25.5 

74.5 

55.9 

8.2 

5.5 

4.8 


$7 ,OOO+ 

100.o 
58.7 


41.3 

39.8 

0.8 

0.3 

0.3 


100.o 
79.4 


20.6 

20.3 

0.2 

0.o 
0.1 


100.0 


56.4 


43.6 

42.9 

0.5 

0.1 

0.1 


100.o 
42.4 


57.6 

55.8 

1.o 
0.5 

0.3 


100.o 
24.5 


75.5 

59.2 

7.8 

4.0 

4.5 


Unknown 


100.o 
59.2 

40.8 

37.3 

1.5 

0.8 

1.2 


100.0 


84.0 

16 .O 
15.8-
0.1 

0.o 

100.o 
66.3 


33.7 

33.0 

0.4 

0.1 

0.2 


100.o 
44.0 

56 .O 
52.3 

1.5 

0.6 

1.6 


100.o 
28.6 

71.4 

54.9 

7 .O 
4.0 

5.4 
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Table 9. Number of persons by limitation of activity due to chronic conditions by sex and age: 

United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on n o u s e h o l d  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  r o u n d i n g .  The s u r v e y  des ign ,  
g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I ]  

Sex and age All 

persons 


168,369 


52,637 

31,944 


34,805 

19,639 


14,831 

9,627 


4,886 


81,906 


26,839 

14,980 


16,706 

9,592 


7,147 

4,511 


2,131 


86,463 


25,798 

16,963 


18,100 

10,047 


7,685 

5,116 


2,755 


1 Persons with one or more chronic conditions 

Persons with 

With no With partial With major 
no chronic 


Total limitation limitation limitation
condition 

of activity of activity of activity 


Number of persons in thousands 


98,709 69,660 52,626 13,447 3,588 


43,446 9,190 8,447 627 117 

20,802 11,142 9,689 1,292 162 


17,686 17,120 14,354 2,497 269 

8,464 11,175 8,626 2,224 325 


5,134 9,698 6,435 2,611 652 

2,353 7,274 3,695 2,676 90 3 


824 4,062 1,380 1,521 1,160 


49,840 32,065 24,104 5,683 2,279
-
21,789 5,050 4,633 344 73 

10,279 4,702 4,093 530 78 


9,036 7,670 6,395 1,118 157 

4,418 5,174 4,007 954 213 


2,670 4,476 2,877 1,118 482 

1,196 3,315 1,528 1,131 655 


452 1,679 570 488 6 20 


48,869 37,595 28.522 7.763 1,309 


21,657 4,140 3,813 284 43 

10,523 6,440 5,595 761 84 


8,650 9,450 7,960 1,379 112 

4,046 6,001 4,619 1,269 112 


2,463 5,221 3,558 1,493 170 

1,157 3,959 2,166 1,545 248 


372 2,383 810 1,033 540 


l L i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k i n d  o f  m a j o r  o r  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

2Unable t o  c a r r y  on m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .  



Table 10. Percent distribution of persons by limitation of activity due to chronic conditions ac- 

cording to sex and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a re  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  S ta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  round ing .  The survey  design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  es t ima tes  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a re  g i ven  i n  Appendix I I ]  

~~ 

Persons with one or more chronic conditions 
-
Sex and age A11 

persons 
Persons with 
no chronic 
condition Total With no 

limitation 
With partial' 
limitation 

With major' 
limitation 

-
of activity of activity of activity 

~~ 

Both sexes 

All ages---- 100.o 58.6 41.4- 31.3 8 .O 2.1 

100 .o 82.5 17.5 16 .O 1.2 0.2 
100.0 65.1 34.9 30.3 4.0 0.5 

100 .o 50.8 49.2 41.2 7.2 0.8 
100 .o 43.1 56.9 43.9 11.3 1.7 

100 .o 34.6 65.4 43.4 17.6 4.4 
100.o 24.4 75.6 38.4 27.8 9.4 

100.o 16.9 83.1 28.2 31.1 23.7 

Male-
All ages---- 100.o 60.9 39.1 29.4 6.9 2.8 

100 .o 81.2 18.8 17.3 1.3 0.3 
100 .o 68.6 31.4 27.3 3.5 0.5 

100 .o 54.1 45.9 38.3 6.7 0.9 
100 .o 46.1 53.9 41.8 9.9 2.2 

100 .o 37.4 62.6 40.3 , 15.6 6.7 
100 .o 26.5 73.5 33.9 25.1 14.5 

100 .o 21.2 78.8 26.7 22.9 29.1 

100.o 56.5 43.5 33.0 9 .o 1.5-
100 .o 83.9 16.0 14.8 1.1 0.2 
100 .o 62.0 38 .O 33.0 4.5 0.5 

100 .o 47.8 52.2 44.0 7.6 0.6 
100 .o 40.3 59.7 46.0 12.6 1.1 

100 .o 32 .O 67.9 46.3 19.4 2.2 
100 .o 22.6 77.4 42.3 30.2 4.8 

100 .o 13.5 86.5 29.4 37.5 19.6 

' L i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k i n d  o f  m a j o r  o r  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

'Unable t o  c a r r y  on  ma jo r  a c t i v i t y .  
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Table 11. Number of persons by limitation of mobility due to chronic conditions by sex and age: 

United States, July 1957-June 1958 


D a t a  a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
' u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding.  The survey  d e s i g n ,  

g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I I ]  

All

Sex and age persons 


168.369 


52,637 

31,944 


34,805 

19,639 

14,831 
9,627 


4,886 


-Male 
All ages---- 81,906 

26,839 

14,980 


16,706 
9,592 


7,147 

4,511 


2,131 


86,463 


25,798 

16,963 


18,100 

10,047 


7,685 

5,116 
2,755 

' L i m i t e d  o r  needs h e l p  i n  g e t t i n g  

Persons with 

no chronic With no With partial' 

condition Total limitation limitation 


of mobility of mobility 


Number of persons in thousands 


98.709 69,660 64,806 3,678 

43,446 
20,802 

9,190 
11,142 

9,032 
10,951 

100 
132 

17,686 
8,464 

17,120 
11,175 

16,725 
10,675 

326 
39 2 

5,134 
2,353 

9,698 
7,274 

8,799 
6,104 

673 
940 

824 4,062 2,519 1,115 

49.840 32,065 30,031 1,533 


21,789 5,050 4,963 54 
10,279 4,702 4,627 52 

9,036 7,670 7,484 162 

4,418 5,174 4,954 168 


2,670 4,476 4,058 29 5 

1,196 3,315 2,818 398 


452 1,679 1,127 404 


48.869 37,595 34,775 2,144 

21,657 4,140 4,069 47 
10,523 6,440 6,324 80 

8,650 9,450 9,241 164 
4,046 6,001 5,721 224 


2,463 5,221 4,742 37 8 
1,157 3,959 3,286 542 

372 2,383 1,392 7 10 -

around o u t s i d e .  

With major 

limitation 

of mobility 


1,177 


58 

59 


68 

108 


226 

229 


428 


501 


33 

23 


24 

51 


124 

99 


147 


676 

24 

36 


45 

57 


10 2 

131 


28 1 


2Conf ined  t o  t h e  house, e x c e p t  i n  emergencies.  
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Table 12. Percent distribution of persons by limitation of mobility due to chronic conditions ac- 

cording to sex and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a re  based on househo ld  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v . i I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  round ing .  The survey design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix l g  

Persons with 

All
Sex and age no chronic 


persons 
 condition 


100.o 58.6 

100 .o 82.5 
100.o 65.1 

100 .o 50.8 
100 .o 43.1 

100 .o 34.6 
100 .o 24.4 

100 .o 16.9 

100.o 60.9 

100.o 81.2 
100.o 68.6 

100 .o 54.1 
100 .o 46.1 

100 .o 37.4 
100.o 26.5 

100.0 21.2 


100.o 56.5 

100.o 83.9 
100.o 62.0 

100.0 47.8 

100 .o 40.3 

100 .o 32.0 
100 .o 22.6 

100 .o 13.5. 

' L im i ted  o r  needs h e l p  i n  g e t t i n g  around ou ts ide .  

2Conf ined t o  t h e  house, except  i n  emergencies. 

~-~ ~~ -Persons with one or more chronic conditions 

Total 
With no 

limitation 
With partial 
limitation 

With major 
limitation 

- of mobility of mobility of mobility 

41.4- 38.5 2.2 

17.5 17.2 0.2 0.1 
34.9 34.3 0.4 0.2 

I 

49.2 48.1 0.9 0.2 
56.9 54.4 2.0 0.5 

65.4 59.3 4.5 1.5 
75.6 . 63.4 9.8 2.4 

83.1 51.6 22.8 8.8 

39.1 36.7 1.9 0.6 

18.8 18.5 0.2 0.1 
31.4 30.9 0.3 0.2 

45.9 44.8 1.0 0.1 
53.9 51.7 1.8 0.5 

62.6 56.8 4.1 1.7 
73.5 62.5 8.8 2.2 

78.8 52.9 19 .o 6.9 

43.5 40.2 2.5 0.8 

16 .O 15.8 0.2 0.1 
38 .o 37.3 0.5 0.2 

52.2 51.1 0.9 0.2 
59.7 56.9 2.2 0.6 

67.9 61.7 4.9 1.3 
77.4 64.2 10.6 2.6 

86.5 50.5 25.8 10.2 -
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Table 13. Number of persons by limitation of activity due to chronic conditions by sex and resi- 

dence: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Oata a re  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  of c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  S ta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  round ing .  The survey design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  es t ima tes  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

Persons with one' or more chronic conditions 

Persons with 


Sex and A11 
 no chronic With no With partial' With major 
residence persons 
 condition Total 	 limitation limitation limitation 

of activity of activity of activity 


Number of persons in thousands 


Both sexes 

All areas--- 168,369 98.709 69,660 52.626 13,447 3,588 

Urban------------- 102,985 60,194 42,792 32,663 7,864 2,265 

Rural nonfarm----- 44,334 26,012 18,322 13,924 3,497 902 

Rural farm-------- 21,049 12,503 8,546 6,039 2,086 421 

Male 

All areas--- 81,906 49,840 32,065 24,104 5,683 2,279 

Urban------------- 49,098 29,973 19,125 14,578 3,163 1,384 

Rural nonfarm----- 21,905 13,288 8,617 6,476 1,515 625 

Rural farm-------- 10,903 6,579 4,324 3,049 1,005 270 

-Female 
All areas--- 86,463 48,869 37,595 28,522 7,763 1,309 

Urban------------- 53,888 30,221 23,667 18,084 4,701 881 

Rural nonfarm----- 22,429 12,724 9,706 7,448 1,982 27 6 

Rural farm----- --- 10,146 5,924 4,222 2,990 1,081 151 

l L i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k i n d  o f  ma jo r  o r  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

lUnab le  t o ' c a r r y  on majo r  a c t i v i t y .  

22 



Table 14. Percent d i s t r ibu t ion  of persons by l imi t a t ion  of a c t i v i t y  due t o  chronic conditions ac-
cording t o  sex and residence: United S ta t e s ,  July 1957-June 1958 

[Data are based on household i n te rv iews  du r ing  Ju l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  the  c i v i  I i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States.  De ta i l ed  f i g u r e s  may no t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding. The survey design, 
general q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and in format ion on the  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t he  est imates are g i ven  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  terms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix II] 

Persons with one o r  more chronic conditions 

Sex and 
residence 

A l l  
persons 

Persons with 
no chronic 
condition Total  

With no 
l imi t a t ion  

With p a r t i a l  
l imitat ion 

With major 
l imi t a t ion  

of a c t i v i t y  of a c t i v i t y  of a c t i v i t y  

Both sexes 

A l l  areas--- 100.o 58.6 41.4 31.3 8 .O 2.1 

100.o 58.4 41.6 31.7 7.6 2.2 

100.o 58.7 41.3 31.4 7.9 2.0 

100.o 59.4 40.6 28.7 9.9 2 .o 

Male-
A l l  areas--- 100.o 60.9 39.1 29.4 6.9 2.8 

Urban------------- 100.o 61.0 39 .O 29.7 6.4 2.8 

Rural nonfarm----- 100.o 60.7 39.3 29.6 6.9 2.9 

Rural farm-------- 100.o 60.3 39.7 28.0 9.2 2.5 

100.o 56.5 43.5- 33.0 9 .o 1.5 

100.o 56.1 43.9 33.6 8.7 1.6 

Rural nonfarm----- 100.o 56.7 43.3 33.2 8.8 1.2 

Rural farm-------- 100.o 58.4 41.6 29.5 10.7 1.5 -
l L i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k i n d  o f  major  o r  ou ts ide  a c t i v i t i e s .  

lUnable t o  c a r r y  on major  a c t i v i t y .  
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Table 15. Number of persons by limitation of mobility due t o  chronic conditions by sex and resi- 
dence: United Statcs, July 1957-June 1958 

[Data a r e  based on househo ld  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  r o u n d i n g .  The s u r v e y  des ign ,  
g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Append ix  I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  t e r m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 1 1  

I I Persons with one or more chronic conditions 

Sex and A11 With no With partial' With major 

residence 	 persons 
 limitation limitation 1imitation 


of mobility of mobility of mobility 


Number of persons in thousands 

Both sexes 

All areas--- 168,369 98,709 69,660 64,806 3,678 1,177 

Urban------------- 102,985 60,194 42,792 39,829 2,216 747 

Rural nonfarm----- 44,334 26,012 18,322 17,097 939 287 

Rural farm-------- 21,049 12,503 8,546 7,881 523 143 

= 

All areas--- 81,906 49.840 32,065 30,031 1,533 501 

Urban------------- 49,098 29,973 19,125 17,917 908 300 

Rural nonfarm- ---- 21,905 13,288 8,617 8,079 396 141 

Rural farm- ------- 10,903 6,579 4,324 4,035 229 60 

Female 


All areas--- 	 86.463 48.869 37,595 34,775 2,144 676 

53,888 30,221 23,667 21,911 1,308 447 

22,429 12,724 9,706 9,018 543 146 

10,146 5,924 4,222 3,846 294 83 

' L i m i t e d  o r  needs h e l p  i n  g e t t i n g  around o u t s i d e .  

2 C o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  house, except  i n  emergencies.  
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Table 16. Percent distribution of persons by limitation of mobility due to chronic conditions ac-

cording to sex and'residence: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a re  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. Data r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  Sta tes .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  'due t o  round ing .  The survey  design, 
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  es t ima tes  a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  te rms a re  g i v e n  i n  Appendix II] 

Persons with one or more chronic conditions 


Sex and 
residence 

A1 1 
persons

I
IBoth sexes 

Persons with 
no chronic 
condition Total 

With no 
limitation 
of mobility 

With partial' 
limitation 
of mobility 

With major ' 
limitation 
of mobility 

58.6 41.4 38.5 2.2 0.7 

58.4 41.6 38.7 2.2 0.7 

Rural nonfarm----- 100.o 58.7 41.3 38.6 2.1 0.6 

Rural farm-------- 100.o 59.4 40.6 37.4 2.5 0.7 

Male / 
All areas--- 60.9 39.1 36.7 1.9 0.6 

61.0 39.o 36.5 1.8 0.6 

60.7 39.3 36.9 1.8 0.6 

Rural farm-------- 100.o 60.3 39.7 37.o 2.1 0.6 

Female- . 

All areas--- 100.o 56.5 43.5 40.2 2.5 0.8 

100.o 56.1 43.9 40.7 2.4 o .a 

100.o 56.7 43.3 40.2 2.4 0.7 

Rural farm-------- 100.o 58.4 41.6 37.9 2.9 0.8 

' L i m i t e d  o r  needs h e l p  i n  g e t t i n g  around o u t s i d e .  

'Conf ined t o  t h e  house, except i n  emergencies.  
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Table 17. Number of persons by limitation of activity due to chronic conditions by residence 

and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data  a r e  based on household  i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding .  The survey  d e s i g n ,  
g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

Persons with one or more chronic conditions 

Persons with 
Residence 
 A11 no chronic 
and age persons 
 condition 


Number of persons in thousands 


All areas 


AI1 ages---- 168,369 98,709 69,660 52,626 13,447 3,588 


52,637 43,446 9,190 8,447 627 117 

31,944 20,802 11,142 9,689 1,292 162 

34,805 17,686 17,120 14,354 2,497 269 

19,639 8,464 11,175 8,626 2,224 325 

14,831 5,134 9,698 6,435 2,611 652 

9,627 2,353 7,274 3,695 2,676 903 

4,886 824 4,062 1,380 1,521 1,160 


-Urban 
102 985 60,194 42,792 32,663 I 7,864 2,265 

I 
29,640 24,346 5,295 4,865 368 62 

19,937 12,925 7,012 6,178 732 103 

21,377 11,233 10,144 8 540 1,436 168 

12,948 5,824 7,124 5,580 1,333 211 

9,781 3,650 6,131 4,168 1,536 428 

6,286 1,621 4,664 2,463 1,617 585 

3,017 595 2,422 870 843 709 


Rural nonfarm 


All ages---- 44,334 26,012 18,322 13,924 3,497 902 


15,817 12,960 2,857 2,631 195 31 

8,010 5,046 2,964 2,558 371 34 

9,644 4,635 5,009 4,226 697 86 

4,337 1,756 2,581 1,977 50 8 95 

3,162 973 2,188 1,393 662 134 

2,150 486 1,664 782 655 227 

1,214 155 1,059 357 409 294 


Rural farm 


All ages---- -21,049 12,503 8,546 6,039 2,086 421 

7,180 6,141 1,039 951 64 24 

3,997 2,831 1,166 953 189 24 

3,785 1,818 1,967 1,589 364 14 

2,354 884 1,470 1,069 382 19 

1,888 510 1,378 874 413 90 

1,190 245 945 450 40 3 92 


655 74 581 154 270 157 

I I 

' L i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k i n d  o f  m a j o r  o r  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

2Unable t o  c a r r y  o n  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .  
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Table 18. Percent distribution of persons by limitation of activity due to chronic conditions ac- 

cording to residence and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  refer  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding .  The survey  des ign ,  
g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I. D e f i n i t i o n s  
of te rms are g i v e n  i n  Appendix 1 1 1  

~~~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~~~ ~-

Persons with one or more chronic conditions 

Residence 
and age All 

persons 

Persons with 
no chronic 
condition Total 

~ ~~ ~~ 

With no 
limitation 
of activity 

limitation 1 imitation 

~~ ~~ 

All areas 

All ages---- 100.o 58.6 41.4 31.3 

100 .o 82.5 17.5 16 .O 1.2 0.2 
100.o 65.1 34.9 30.3 4.0 0.5 
100.o 50.8 49.2 41.2 7.2 0.8 
100.o 43.1 56.9 43.9 11.3 1.7 
100.0 34.6 65.4 43.4 17.6 4.4 
100.o 24.4 75.6 38.4 27.8 9.4 
100.o 16.9 83.1 28.2 31.1 23.7 

Urban-
100.0 58.4 41.6 31.7 7.6 I 2.2 

100.o 82.1 17.9 16.4 1.2 
I 

0.2 
100.o 64.8 35.2 31.0 3.7 0.5 
100.o 52.5 47.5 39.9 6.7 0.8 
100.o 45.0 55 .O 43.1 10.3 1.6 
100.o 37.3 62.7 42.6 15.7 4.4 
100.o 25.8 74.2 39.2 25.7 9.3 
100.o 19.7 80.3 28.8 27.9 23.5 

100.o- 58.7 41.3 31.4 7.9 1 2.0 

100.o 81.9 18.1 16.6 1.2 0.2 
100.o 63.O 37 .o 31..9 4.6 0.4 
100.o 48.1 51.9 43.8 7.2 0.9 
100.o 40.5 59.5 45.6 11.7 2.2 
100 .o 30.8 69.2 44.1 20.9 4.2 
100.o 
100.o 

22;6 
12.8 

77.4 
87.2 

36.4 
29.4 

30.5 
33.7 

10.6 
24.2 

Rural farm 

100.o 59.4 40.6 28.7 9.9 I 2.0 
I 

100.o 85.5 14.5 13.2 0.9 0.3 
100.o 70.8 29.2 23.8 4.7 0.6 
100.o 48 .O 52.0 42.0 9.6 0.4 
100.o 37.6 62.4 45.4 16.2 0.8 
100.o 27 .O 73.0 46.3 21.9 4.8 
100 .o 20.6 79.4 37.8 33.9 7.7 
100.o 11.3 88.7 23.5 41.2 24.0 

' L i m i t e d  i n  amount o r  k i n d  o f  m a j o r  o r  o u t s i d e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

'Unable t o  c a r r y  on m a j o r  a c t i v i t y .  
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Table 19. Number of persons by limitation of mobility due to chronic conditions by residence 
and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 

[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  J u l y  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may not  add t o  t o t a l s  due t o  rounding .  The survey  d e s i g n ,  
genera l  q u a l i . f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

Persons with one or more chronic conditions 
Residence Persons with 
and age 

persons no chronic 
condition Total 

With no 
limitation 

With partial 
limitation 

With major 
limit at ion 

of mobility of mobility of mobility 

All areas 

All ages---- 168,369 98,709 I 69,660 

52,637 43,446 9,190 
31,944 20,802 11,142 
34,805 17,686 17,120 
19,639 
14,831 

8,464 
5,134 

11,175 
9,698 

9,627 
4,886 

2,353 
824 

7,274 
4,062 

Urban 

All ages---- 102,985 60,194 42,792 

29,640 
19,937 

24,346 
12,925 

5,295 
7,012 

21,377 11,233 10,144 
12,948 
9,781 

5,824 
3,650 

7,124 
6,131 

6,286 1,621 4,664 
3,017 59 5 2,422 

Rural nonfarm 

All ages---- 44,334 26,012 18,322 

15,817 
8,010 
9,644 

12,960 
5,046 
4,635 

2,857 
2,964 
5,009 

4,337 
3,162 

1,756 
973 

2,581 
2,188 

2., 150 486 1,664 
1,214 155 1,059 

Rural farm 

21,049 12,503 I 8,546 
I 

7,180 6,141 i ,o39 
3,997 2,831 1,166 
3,785 1,818 1,967 
2,354 
1,888 

884 
510 

1,470 
1,378 

1,190 245 945 
655 74 581 

64,806 

9,032 
10,951 
16,725 
10,675 

8,799 
6,104 
2,519 

39,829 

5,198 
6,906 
9,900 
6,813 
5,550 
3,936 
1,526 

17.097 

2,819 
2,913 
4,903 
2,456 
1,992 
1,368 

646 

7,881 

1,015 
1,132 
1,922 
1,406 
1,258 

800 
347 

3,678 

100 
132 
326 
39 2 
673 
940 

1,115 


2,216 

68 
76 

195 
235 
441 
572 
629 

939 

20 
37 
88 
99 

151 
236 
30 8 

523 

13  
19 
43 
59 
80 

131 
177 

1,177 
~~~ ~~~ 

58 
59 
68 

108 
226 
229 
428 

747 

29 
30 
49 

. 76 
140 
157 
266 

287 

18 
15 
17 
26 
46 
59 

105 

143 

11 
14 
2 
5 

40 
13  
57 

' L i m i t e d  o r  needs h e l p  i n  g e t t i n g  around o u t s i d e .  

'Confined t o  t h e  house, e x c e p t  i n  emergenc ies .  

9 
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Table 20. Percent distribution of persons by limitation of mobility due to chronic conditions ac- 

cording to residence and age: United States, July 1957-June 1958 


[Data a r e  based on household i n t e r v i e w s  d u r i n g  Ju ly  1957-June 1958. D a t a  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  n o n i n s t i t u t i o n a l  pop-
u l a t i o n  o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  D e t a i l e d  f i g u r e s  may n o t  add t o  t o t a l s  due to rounding .  The survey  des ign ,  
genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix I .  D e f i n i t i o n s  
o f  te rms a r e  g i v e n  i n  Appendix 111 

Persons with one or more chronic conditions 


Persons with 

Residence A11 With no 
no chronic

and age persons Total limitation
condition 


I

of mobi 1i ty 
-

All areas 


100 .o '58.6 -41.4 38.5 

100.o 82.5 17.5 17.2 
100.o 65.1 34.9 34.3 
100.o 50.8 49.2 48.1 
100.o 43.1 56.9 54.4 
100.o 34.6 65.4 59.3 
100.o 24.4 75.6 63.4 
100.o 16.9 83.1 51.6 

-Urban 
All ages---- 100.o 58.4 41.6 38.7 

100.o 82.1 17.9 17.5 
100.o 64.8 35.2 34.6 
100.o 52.5 47.5 46.3 
100.o 45.O 55.0 52.6 
100.o 37.3 62.7 56.7 
100 .o 25.8 74.2 62.6 
100.o 19.7 80.3 50.6 

Rural nonfarm 


100.o 58.7 41.3 38.6 

100.o 81.9 18.1 17.8 
100,o 63.O 37 .O 36.4 
100.o 48.1 51.9 50.8 
100.o 40.5 59.5 56.6 
100.o 30'. 8 69.2 63.0 
100.o 22.6 77.4 63.6 
100.o 12.8 87.2 53.2 

Rural farm 


100.0 I 59.4 '40.6 37.4 
I 

100.o 85.5 14.5 14.1 
100.o 70.8 29.2 28.3 
100.o 48.0 52.0 50.8 
100.o 37.6 62.4 59.7 
100.o 27 .O 73.0 66.6 
100.o 20.6 79.4 67.2 
100.o 11.3 88.7 53-0 

' L i m i t e d  o r  needs h e l p  i n  g e t t i n g  around o u t s i d e .  

*Conf ined  t o  t h e  house, e x c e p t  i n  emergencies.  

1
With partial With major 

limitation limitation 

of mobility of mobility 


2.2 0.7 


0.2 0.1 

0.4 0.2 

0.9 0.2 

2.0 0.5 

4.5 1.5 

9.8 2.4 

22.8 8.8 


2.2 0.7 


0.2 0.1 

0.4 0.2 

0.9 0.2 

1.8 0.6 

4.5 1.4 

9.1 2.5 

20.8 8.8 


2.1 0.6 


0.1. 0.1 

0.5 0.2 

0.9 0.2 

2.3 0.6 

4.8 1.5 

11.0 2.7 

25.4 8.6 


2.5 


0.2 0.2 

0.5 0.4 

1.1 0.1 

2.5 0.2 

4.2 2.1 

11.0 1.1 

27 .O 8.7 
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APPENDIX I 

TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS 


Background of This Report 

This  report on Limitation of Activity and Mobility 
is one of a series of statistical reports which cover 
separate health-related topics prepared by the U. S .  Na-
tional Health Survey. The report is based on information 
collected in the nationwide continuing sample household- 
interview survey which isa main aspect of the program. 

The household-interview survey uses  a question-
naire which, in addition to personal and demographic 
characteristics, requests information on illnesses, in- 
juries, chronic conditions, medical care, dental care, 
and hospitalization. As interview data relating to  each 
of these various broad subject a reas  are tabulated and 
analyzed, separate reports are issued covering one or 
more specific topics. The present report on limitation 
of activity and mobility is based on the consolidated 
sample for  52weeks of interviewing ending June 28. 1958. 

The population covered by the sample for the house- 
hold-interview survey is the civilian population of the 
continental United States living a t  the time of interview. 
Although the sample collection covers persons living 
a s  inmates of resident-type institutions, data for  these 
persons are not included in the figures given in these 
reports pending special study of the applicability of an 
interview-type questionnaire to  these persons. The sam- 
ple does not include members of the Armed Forces, 
United States nationals living in foreign countries, and 
crews of vessels. 

Statistical Design of the 
Household-Interview Survey 

General plan.-The sampling plan of the survey 
follows a multistage probability design which permits 
a continuous sampling of the civilian population of the 
United States. The f i rs t  stage of this design consists of 
anarea  sample of 372 from among approximately 1,900 
geographically defined Primary Sampling Units (PSU's) 
into which the continental United States has been divided. 
A PSU is a county, a group of contiguous counties, or a 
Standard Metropolitan Area. 

With no loss in general understanding, the remain- 
ing stages can be telescoped and treated in this dis- 
cussion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU's, then, ulti- 
mate stage units called segments a r e  defined, also geo-
graphically, in such a manner that each segment con- 
tains an expected six households in the sample. Each 
week a random sample of about 120 segments is drawn. 
In the approximately 700 households in those segments 
persons are interviewed concerning illnesses, injuries, 
chronic conditions, disability, and other factors related 
to health. 

The household members interviewed each weekare 
a representative sample of the population so that sam- 
ples for  successive weeks can be combined into larger  
samples for. say a calendar quarter, or a year. Thus 
the design permits both continuous measurement of 
characteristics of high incidence or prevalence in the 
population, and through the larger  consolidated samples 

more detailed analysis of less common characteristics 
and smaller categories. The continuous collection has 
administrative and operational advantages, as well as 
technical assets ,  since i t  permits field work to be han- 
dled with an experienced, stable staff. 

Sample s ize  and geographic detail.-The national 
sample plan over a 12-month period includes approxi- 
mately 115,OOOpersons from 36,000households in 6,000 . 
segments. The over-all sample was designed in such a 
fashion that tabulations from consolidated samples can 
be provided for  urban and rura l  sectors  of the Nation 
and for various major geographic sections of the United 
States, but not for individual States. 

Collection of data.-The field operations for the 
household survey a r e  performed by the Bureau of the 
Census under specifications established by the Public 
Health Service. In accordance with these specifications 
the Bureau of the Census designs and selects the sam- 
ple, conducts the field interviewing acting as collecting 
agent for the Public Health Service, and edits and codes 
the questionnaires. Tabulations are prepared by the 
Public Health Service using the Bureau of the Census 
electronic computers. 

Estimating methods.-Each statistic produced by 
the survey-for exampk,  the number of persons with 
major limitation of activity-is the result of two stages 
of ratio estimation. In the f i r s t  of these, the ratio fac- 
tor is 1950 decennial population count to estimated pop- 
ulation for  1950 for  the U. s. National Health Survey 
first-stage sample of PSU's. These factors a r e  applied 
for 132 color-residence classes. 

Later, ra t ios  of sample-produced estimates of the 
population to official Bureau of the Census figures for  
current population in 76age-sex-color classes a r e  com- 
puted, and serve as second-stage factors for ratio es-
timating.

The effect of the rat io  estimating process is to make 
the sample more closely representative of the popula- 
tion by age, sex, color, and residence, thus reducing 
sampling variance. 

Each week's sample represents  the population liv- 
ing during that week and characteristics of that popula- 
tion. Consolidation of samples over a time period, say 
a calendar quarter, produces estimates of average char- 
acteristics of the United States population for  that cal-
endar quarter. 

For prevalence statistics, such as number of per-
sons with one or more chronic conditions, figures are 
f i rs t  calculated for  each calendar quarter by averaging 
estimates for  all weeks of interviewing in that quarter. 
Prevalence data for a year  are then obtained by aver- 
aging the four quarterly figures. 

The interviewing and estimation procedure, a s  noted 
ear l ier ,  a r e  designed to  reproduce the experience in the 
reference period of the questionnaire for the population 
living a t  the time of interview. 

General  Qualif ications 

Nonresponse.-Data were adjusted for  nonresponse 
by a procedure which imputed to  persons in a household 

30 



not interviewed the characteristics of interviewed per- 
sons in the same segment. The total noninterview rate 
was 6 percent; 1percent was refusal, and the remainder 
was accounted for by all other reasons, such a s  failure 
to find any household respondent after repeated trials. 

The interview process.-The statistics presented 
in this report a r e  based on replies secured in interviews 
of persons in the sampled households. Each person 18 
years and over, available a t  the time of interview, was 
interviewed individually. Proxy respondents within the 
household were acceptedfor children and for adults not 
available a t  the time of the interview provided the re-
spondent was closely related to the person about whom 
information was being obtained. 

There a re  limitations to the accuracy of diagnostic
and other information collected in household interviews. 
For diagnostic information the household respondent 
can, at best, pass on to the interviewer only the infor- 
mation the physician has given to the family. For con- 
ditions not medically attended, diagnostic information 
is often no more than a description of symptoms. How- 
ever, other types of facts such a s  those concerning the 
circumstances and consequences of illness or injury 
and the resulting action taken or sought by the individual 
can be obtained more accurately from household mem- 
bers than from any other source, since only the per- 
sons concerned are in a position to report all of this 
type of information. 

Rounding of numbers.-The original tabulations on 
which the data in this report a r e  based show all esti- 
mates to the nearest whole unit. All consolidations were 
made from the original tabulations using the estimates 
to the nearest unit. In the final published tables the fig- 
ures a re  rounded to the nearest thousand, although they 
a re  not necessarily accurate to that detail. Derived 
statistics such a s  rates and percent distributions a re  
computed after the estimates on which they are  based 
have been rounded to the nearest thousand. 

Population figures.-Some of the published tables 
include population figures for specified categories. Ex-
cept for certain over-all totals by age and sex (which 
a re  independently estimated), these figures a re  based 
on the sample of households in the U. S. National Health 
Survey. They a r e  given primarily for the purpose of 
providing denominators for rate computation, and for 
this purpose a r e  more appropriate for use with the ac- 
companying measures of health characteristics than 
other population data that may be available. In some 
instances they will permit users to recombine published 
data into classes more suitable to their specific needs. 
With the exception of the over-all totals by age and sex 
mentioned above, the population figures may in some 
cases differ from corresponding figures (which a r e  
derived from different studies) published in reports of 
the Bureau of .the Census. For population data for gen- 
eral use, see the official estimates presented in Bu- 
reau of the Census reports in-the P-20, P-25, P-50, 
P-57, and P-60 series. 

Reliabil i ty of Estimates 

Since the estimates a re  based on a sample, they 
will differ somewhat from the figures that would have 
been obtained if a complete census had been taken using 
the same schedules, instructions, and interviewing per- 
sonnel and procedures. A s  in any survey, the results 
a r e  also subject to measurement error. 

The standard e r ror  isprimarily a measure of sam- 
pling variability, that is ,  the variations that might oc-

cur by chance because only a sample of the population 
issurveyed. A s  calculated €orthis report, the standard 
error also reflects part of the variation which arises in 
the measurement process. It does not include estimates 
of any biases which might lie in the data. The chances 
a re  about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from the sam- 
ple would differ from a complete census by less than 
the standard error. The chances a r e  about 95 out of 
100that the difference would be less than twice the stand- 
ard e r ror  and about 99 out of 100 that it would be less 
than 2% times a s  large. . 

Table I shows estimates of standard e r rors  for 
three selected statistics from this report. These stand- 
ard e r rors  were calculated directly for each of the 
three items shown in the table. They differ somewhat 
from the estimated average standard e r ro r s  shown in 
table I1 for other statistics of the same magnitude. 

In the preparation of tables I1 and 111, a number of 
approximationswerenecessary in order to derive stand- 
ard e r rors  which would be applicable to a wide variety 
of health statistics and which could be prepared at a 
moderate cost. A s  a result, tables I1 and I11 provide an 
estimate of approximate, rather than the precise, stand- 
ard e r ror  for any specific aggregate o r  percentage. 

Table I. Standard e r r o r  of estimates of s'e-
l ec t ed  statistics 

The s t a t i s t i c  
(a )  

Sample
es t imate  

(b) 

Standard 
e r r o r  
(C) 

~ 

Number of persons with 
1+ chronic condi- 
tions---------------- 69,660,000 490,000 

Number of males with 
1+ chronic condi- 
tions---------------- 32,065,000 290,000 

3,588,000 120,000 

NWE: For t h e  s t a t i s t i c  named i n  co lumn a ,  t h e  c h a n c e s  
a r e  6 8  o u t  of 1 0 0  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  sample  
e s t i m a t e  shown i n  column b and t h e  f i g u r e  t h a t  would  
have  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  from a c o m p l e t e  c e n s u s  i s  l e s s  t h a n  
t h e  number shown i n  column c .  

Different classes of statistics for the health survey 
were identified for the purpose of estimating variances. 
All statistics presented in this report a r e  statistics which 
estimate a population attribute, for example, number of 
persons with major limitation of mobility, and were 
classified a s  Narrow-range statistics for the purpose of 
sampling e r ror  calculation. Only those sampling e r ror  
tables applicable to Narrow-range statistics a re  pre- 
sented here. These sampling e r rors  were read from 
curves which were fitted to computed standard e r rors  
for a number of appropriate items for four quarters of 
sampling. 
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Guide to  use of standard error tables I1 and 111 

~ 

Use sampling error table indicated Variable below 

-

Total number of persons in the population or tota l  
number of persons in any age-sex category----------- 

Any other estimate of number of persons-------------- 

Percentage distribution of persons: 
by l h i t a t i o n  of activity or mobility------------ 
by number of chronic conditions reported--------- Iby medical c u e  status--------------------------- 

Not subject to sampling error 

Table I1 

Table 111 
Table 111
Table 111 

General rules for determining sampling errors.- 
The "guide" shown above, together with the following 
rules will enable the reader to determine sampling 
e r rors  from tables I1 and 111 for the statistics pre- 
sented in this report. 

1. Estimates of aggregates: Standard e r rors  for 
estimates of aggregates a re  given in table 11, with the 
following exception. Where the aggregate consists of 
the number of persons in an age or sex category of the 
population for which the number of such persons is a 
large part of the total population in the age or sex cate- 
gory, table 11 overstates the sampling e r ror  by a signif- 
icant amount. Such a statistic has the same relative 
standard error '  a s  does the estimated number expressed 
as  a percent of the total population in the category. Table 
I11 may be utilized for computing standard e r rors  for 
this group of estimates. 

2. Estimates of percentages: Standard e r rors  for 
estimates of percentages a re  given in table 111. 

3. Estimates of ratios or rates: Where the numer- 
ator of the rate isa subclass of the base or denominator, 
use table 111 to obtain the sampling error. (No other 
types of estimated ratios or rates appear in the present 
report.) 

4. Differences between twosample estimates: The 
standard e r ror  of a difference is approximately the 
square root of the sum of the squares of each standard 
e r ror  considered separately. This formula will repre-
sent the actual standard e r ror  quite accurately for the 
difference between separate and uncorrelated character- 
istics although it is only a rough approximation in most 
other cases. 

Table 11. Standard errors of estimates of ag-

gregates for Narrow-range s t a t i s t i c s  


(All numbers shown in thousands) 


Size of estimate Standard error I 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  u s e  
y e a r s  o f  age  and o l d e r ,  
i n g  major  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  
t i o n s .  S i n c e  t h i s  i s  an 

I 
22 

50 
70 

100 

330 
350 
400 
... 

I 

o f  t a b l e  i l . -Among  p e r s o n s  75 
1 , 1 6 0 , 0 0 0  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  a s  hav-

a c t i v i t y  d u e  t o  c h r o n i c  c o n d i -
e s t i m a t e  o f  an a g g r e g a t e ,  t a b l e  

1 1  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  I t  i.s found  i n  t a b l e  1 1  t h a t  a s t a -
t i s t i c  o f  1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  h a s  'a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  o f  70 ,  0 0 0  and a 
s t a t i s t i c  o f  2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  ha's ,a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  o f  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  
I n t e r p o l a t i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  v a l u e s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  o f  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  1, 1 6 0 ,  0 0 0  p e r s o n s  w i t h  
major  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t y  among t h o s e  7 1  y e a r s  o f  a g e  
and o l d e r  i s  75 ,000 .  

'The r e l a t i v e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  f o r  any s t a t i s t i c  i s  t h e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  d i v i d e d  by t h e  s t a t i s t i c  i t s e l f .  
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Table 111. Standard error of estimated percentage for Narrow-range statistics (body of table 

expressed in percentage points) 


Base of percentage (base is shown in thousands) 


Estimated 
percentage 

100 500 1,000 2,000 3,000 5,000 110,000 I20,OOO 30 ,000 50,000 ::o&::!I I I I 
2 or 98------- 3.6 1.6 0.3 
5 or 95------- 5.6 2.5 0.43Jq-j10 or 90------ 6 .8 3.0 4.1 2.9 2.4 0 .5  
25 or 75------ 9.8 4.4 0.7 
50-- - - - - - - - - - - 12.9 5.8 0.9 

I I 

I l l u s t r a t i o n  of u s e  o f  t a b l e  111.-Of t h e  e s t i m a t e d  9 , 7 8 1 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  5 1 - 6 4  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  l i v i n g  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  
4 . 4  p e r c e n t  had  m a j o r  l i m i t a t i o n  of a c t i v i t y .  S i n c e  t h e  e s t i m a t e  i s  a p e r c e n t a g e ,  t a b l e  111 i s .  a p p r o p r i a t e .  I n  t a b l e  
111 ,  f o r  a b a s e  o f  5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  a s t a t i s t i c  o f  2 p e - r c e n t  h a s  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  o f  0 . 5  p e r c e n t a g e  p 0 i n t . A  s t a t i s t i c  o f  
5 p e r c e n t  h a s  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  o f  0 . 8  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t .  I n t e r p o l a t i n g ,  a s t a t i s t i c  o f  4 . 4  p e r c e n t  w i t h  a b a s e  o f  
5 ,  000,  000  would  h a v e  a s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  o f  0 . 7 4 .  C o r r e s p o n d i n g  c a l c u l a t i o n s  f o r  a b a s e  o f  10, 000 ,000  p r o d u c e  a s t a n d a r d  
e r r o r  o f  0 . 5 6  f o r  t h e  s t a t i s t i c  4 . 4  p e r c e n t .  A f i n a l  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  t w o  r e s u l t s  y i e l d s  an  e s t i m a t e  o f  
0 . 5 7  p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t  w h i c h  r o u n d s  t o  0 . 6  as t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e  s t a n d a r d  e r r o r  f o r  a p e r c e n t a g e  o f  4 . 4  w i t h  a b a s e  of 
9 , 7 8 1 , 0 0 0 .  ( I n t e r p o l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t w o  d i m e n s i o n s  i n  t h i s  example .  U s u a l l y  a s i m p l e  s c a n n i n g  o f  t a b l e  
I l l  w i l l  r e v e a l  a n  a p p r o x i m a t e  a n s w e r  w h i c h  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  m o s t  p u r p o s e s . )  

. 
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APPENDIX II 


DEFINITIONS O F  CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT 


Terms Relating to Chronic Conditions 

Condition.-A morbidity condition, o r  simply a 
condition, is any entry on the questionnaire which de- 
scribes a departure f rom a state of physical or mental 
well-being. It resul ts  f rom a positive response to one 
of a series of "illness-recall" questions. In the coding 
and tabulatingprocess, conditions a r e  selected or clas-
sified according to a number of different criteria, such 
a s ,  whether they were medically attended; whether they 
resulted indisability; whether they were acute or chron-
ic; or according to  the type of disease, injury. impair- 
ment, o r  symptom reported. For the purposes of each 
published report or se t  of tables, only those conditions 
recorded on the questionnaire which satisfy certain 
stated criteria a r e  included. 

Chronic condition.-A condition isconsidered to be 
chronic if (1) it is described by the respondent in te rms  
of one of the chronic diseases on the "Check List of 
Chronic Conditions" or in  te rms  of one of the types of 
impairments on the "Check List of Impairments." or 
(2) the condition is described by the respondent as hav-
ing been f i rs t  noticed more  than 3 months before the 
week of the interview. 

Persons with chronic conditions.-The estimated 
number of persons with chronic conditions is based on 
the number of persons who a t  the time of the interview 
were reported to have one or more chronic conditions. 

Prevalence of conditions.-In general, prevalence 
of conditions is the estimated number of conditions of 
a specified type existing a t  a specified time or the av- 
erage number existing during a specified interval of 
time. The prevalence of chronic conditions is defined 
a s  the number of chronic cases reported to be present 
or assumed to be present a t  the time of the interview; 
those assumed to  be present at the time of the inter- 
view a r e  cases described by the respondent in te rms  
of one of the chronic diseases on the "Check List of 
Chronic Conditions" and reported to have been present 
a t  some time during the 12-month period prior to the 
interview. 

Under medical care.-This information is ob-
tained only for chronic conditions. A chronic condition 
which is "under medical care" is one for which the 
person is still "under instruction" from a physician. 
By "under instruction" ismeant one or more of the fol- 
lowing: (1) taking medicine or treatment prescribed by 
a physician, (2) observing a certain systematic course 
of diet or activity. (3) visiting the physician regularly 
for  checking on the condition, and (4) under instruction 
from the physician to  return if some particular thing 
happens. 

Terms Relating to Disability 

Chronic activity limitation.-Persons with chronic 
conditions are classified into 4 categories according to 

the extent to  which their activities are limited a t  pres- 
ent as a result of these conditions. Since the major ac-
tivities of preschool children, school-age children, 
housewives, and workers and other persons differ, a 
different s e t  of criteria is used f o r  each group. There 
is a general similarity between them, however, as will 
be seen in  the descriptions of the 4 categories below: 

1. Persons unable to carry on major activity for  
their rou 
P a c h i l d r e n :  

School-age children: 
Housewives: 

Workers and all 
other persons: 

inability to take par t  in 

ordinary play with other 

children. 

inability to go to  school. 

inability to do any house- 

work. 


inability to work at a job 

or business. 


2. 	 Persons limited in the amount or kind of maior ~~~ ~ ~ 

activity performed 
Preschool children: 

School-age children: 

Housewives: 

Workers and all 
other persons: 

limited in the amount or 
kind of play with other 
children, e.g., need spe- 
cial r e s t  periods, cannot 
play strenuous games, 
cannot play for  long pe- 
riods a t  a time. 
limited to certain types of 
schools or in school at- 
tendance, e.g., need spe- 
cial schools or special 
teaching, cannot g0 to  
school full time or for  
long periods at  a time. 
limited in amount or kind 
of housework, i.e., cannot 
lift children, wash or iron, 
o r  do housework f o r  long 
periods a t  a time. 

limited in amount or kind 
of work, e.g., need spe- 
cial working aids or spe-
cial r e s t  periods at work, 
cannot work full t ime or 
for  longperiods a t  a time, 
cannot do strenuous work. 

3. 	Persons not limited inmajor activity but other- 
wise limited 
Preschool children: not classified in this cate- 

gory.
School-age children: not limited in going to  

school but limited in par- 
ticipation in athletics or 
other extracurricular ac-
tivities. 
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Housewives: not limited in housework 
but limited in other ac- 
tivities, such a s  church, 
clubs, hobbies, civic proj- 
ects, o r  shopping. 

Workers and all 
other persons: not limited in regular 

work activities but limit- 
ed in other activities, such 
a s  church, clubs, hobbies, 
civic projects, sports, or 
games. 

4. 	 Persons not limited inactivities 
Includes persons with chronic conditions whose 
activities a re  not limited in any of the ways de- 
scribed above. 

Chronic mobility limitation.-Persons with chronic 
activity limitation of some degree a s  a'result of one or 
more chronic conditions a re  classified according to the 
extent to which their mobility i s  limited a t  present. 
There a re  4 categories a s  follows: 

1. 	 Confined to the house-confined to the house 
all the time except in emergencies. 

2. 	 Cannot get around alone-able to go outside but 
needs the help of another person in getting around 
outside. 

3. 	 Has trouble getting around alone-able to go out- 
side alone but has trouble in getting around 
freely. 

4. 	 Not limited in mobility-not limited in any of 
the ways described above. 

Bed-disability day.-A bed-disability day is a day 
on which a person was kept in bed either all or most of 
the day because of an illness. "All or most of the day" 
is defined a s  more than half of the daylight hours. All 
hospital days a r e  included a s  bed-disability days even 
if  the patient was not actually in bed at the hospital. 

Demographic, Soc.ial, a n d  Economic Terms 

Age.-The age recorded for each person is the age 
at 1aFbirthday. Age is recorded in single years and 
grouped in a variety of distributions depending upon the 
uumose of the table. - -

Income of family o r  of unrelated individuals.-Each 
member of a family is classified according to the total 
income of the family of which he is a member. Within 
the householdall persons related to each other by blood, 
marriage, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated 
individuals a r e  classified according to their own in- 
come. 

The income recorded is the total of all income re-
ceived by members of the family (or by an unrelated 
individual) in the 12-month period ending with the week 
of interview. Income from all sources is included, e.g.. 
wages, salaries, rents from property. pensions, help 
from relatives, and so forth. 

Ma'or activit -All persons 6 years old o r  over 
a re  *rding to their major activity during 
the 12-month period prior to the week of interview. The 
"major" activity, in case more than one is reported, is 
the one at which the person spent the most time during 
the 12-month period. 

The categories of major activity are: usually work- 
ix,usually going to school, usually keeping house, = 
tired, and +. For several reasons these categories 
=not comparable with somewhat similarly named 

.-
categories in official Federal labor force statistics. In 
the first place, the responses concerning major activity 
a re  accepted without detailed questioning, since the ob- 
jective of the question is not to estimate the numbers of 
persons in labor force categories but to identify crude- 
ly certain population groups which may have differing 
healthproblems. In the second place. the figures repre- 
sent the major activity over the period of an entire year, 
whereas official labor force statistics relate to a much 
shorter period, usually one week. Finally, in the defini- 
tions of the specific .categories which follow, certain 
marginal groups a r e  classified in a different manner to 
simplify the procedures. 

1. 	 Usually working includes paid work a s  an em- 
ployee for someone else; self-employment in own 
business. o r  profession. o r  in farming; and un- 
paid work in a family business or farm. Work 
around the house, or volunteer or unpaid work, 
such a s  for church. Red Cross, etc., is not count- 
ed a s  working. 

.2. Usually going to school means attendance a t  a 
regular school or college which advances a per- 
son toward an elementary or high school diploma 
o r  a college degree. 

3. 	 Usually keeping house includes any activity de- 
scribedas "keeping house" which cannot be clas-
sified a s  "working" o r  "going to school." 

4. 	 Retired includes persons 50 years old or over 
who consider themselves to be retired. In case 
of doubt, a person 50 years old o r  over is count- . 
ed a s  retired if he, o r  she, has either voluntarily 
o r  involuntarily stopped working, is not looking 
for work, and isnot described a s  "keeping house." 
A retired person may o r  may not be unable to 
work. 

5. 	 Other includes persons 6 years of age o r  over 
not classed in any of the other categories. Ex-
amples of inclusions are: a person who states 
that he spent most of the past 12 months look- 
ingfor work, a person doing volunteer work on- 
ly, a person under 50 years of age who describes 
himself a s  "retired" o r  "taking it easy," a per-
son under 50 years of age who is described as 
"unable to work," or "unable to go to school." 
or a person 50 years of age o r  over who describes 
himself a s  "unable to work" and is not "retired." 

locat ion of Residence Terms, 

Urban and rural residence.-The definition of urban 
and rural areas used in the U. S. National Health Survey 
is the same a s  that used in the 1950 Census. According 
to this definition, the urban population comprises all 
persons living in (a) places of 2.500 inhabitants o r  more 
incorporated a s  cities, boroughs, and villages; (b) in- 
corporated towns of 2, 500 inhabitants or more except 
in New England, New York, and Wisconsin, where 
"Towns" a re  simply minor civil divisions of counties; 
(c) the densely settled urban fringe, including both in- 
corporated and unincorporated areas, around cities of 
50,000 o r  more; and (d) unincorporated places of 2,500 
inhabitants o r  more outside any urban fringe. The re-
maining population is classified a s  rural. 

Farm and nonfarm residence.-The rural popula- 
tion may be subdivided into the rural-farm population, 
which comprises all rural residents living on farms, 
and the rural-nonfarm population, which Comprises the 
remaining rural population. 
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Indeciding whether the members of a household re- (1) the living quarters of a tenant farmer who rents 
sideona farm o r  a ranch, the statement of the household farm land a s  well a s  house and yard; (2) the quarters of 
respondent that the house is on a farm o r  ranch is ac- a hired hand who receives living quarters on a farm a s  
cepted. with the following exception. A house occupied by part of his compensation; o r  (3) separate living quarters 
persons who pay cash rent for house and yard.only is inside a structure which is classified a s  on a farm. In 
not counted a s  a farm or ranch even if the surrounding all these cases the living quarters a re  counted a s  on a 
area is farm land. This special case does not cover: farm. 
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APPENDIX I11 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
The items below Show the exact content and wording of  t h e  quest ionnaire  used i n  the  household survey. The actual  

quest ionnaire  i s  designed forahousehold as a u n i t  and inc ludes a d d i t i o n a l  spaces f o r  r e p o r t s  on m r e  than one person. 

TbS IatlcCd ReBlth Ql- is ~ t h d t a d4 Public W 852 of tha 84th CoMmSe (70 Sta t  480: C?U.8.C. 305). A 1 1  lafOmtiOO .hi& 
EQIPIDWTIAL: would pmlt identification of the indiridull  w i l l  be bald a t r i c t l l  m i i d e n t i l l .  m i 1 1  be mad 0nI.v 4 WrSPU c n d  i n  ud far the 

Dlllplsee of tbe SWCJ. md vi11 not bs di8clossd or r n l d  to others for w other Dumms (22 R 1687). 
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Table I * ILLNESSES, IEPAISSPNTS 10 ACCIDENTS 

Ibst k b d  of .. . trmbls mat D8rt of....ffUted?me bog
1. I t ?  

I Os0 0 NO 
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:ard 	 A 

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 

Check L i s t  o f  Chronic Condi t ions 

1. Asthma 	 16. Kidney stones o r  o ther  
2. Any a l l e r g y  	 kidney t r o u b l e  
3. Tuberculos is  	 17. A r t h r i t i s  o r  rheumatisr 
a .  Chronic b ronch i t  i s  18. Prostate t r o u b l e  
5.  Repeated a t tacks  o f  s inus  t roub le  19. Diabetes 
6. Rheumatic fever  20. Thyro id t r o u b l e  o r '  
7. Hardening o f  t he  a r t e r i e s  g o i t e r  
6 .  High b lood pressure 21. Epi lepsy o r  convulsion! 
9. Heart t r o u b l e  	 o f  any k ind 
0. Stroke 	 22. Mental o r  nervous 
1. Trouble w i t h  va r i cose  ve ins  t r o u b l e  
2. Hemorrhoids o r  p i l e s  23. Repeated t r o u b l e  w i t h  
9. Gal lb ladder  o r  l i v e r  t r o u b l e  back o r  sp ine 
9. Stomach u l c e r  	 24. Tumor o r  cancer 
5.  	 Any other  ch ron ic  2 5 .  Chronic s k i n  t r o u b l e  

stomach t r o u b l e  26. Hernia o r  rupture 

Card B 

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 

Check L i s t  of Impairments 

1. Deafness o r  ser ious t r o u b l e  w i t h  hearing. 

2. se r ious  t r o u b l e  w i t h  seeing, even w i t h  glasses. 

3 .  	Cond l t l on  present s ince b i r t h ,  such as c l e f t  pa la te  o r  
c lub  foot. 

4. stammering o r  o ther  t r o u b l e  w i t h  speech. 

5. Miss ing f i nge rs .  hand, o r  arm. 

6. Miss ing toes, foot, o r  leg. 

7. Cerebral palsy. 

8. Para lys i s  of any kind. 

9. 	 Any permanent s t i f f n e s s  o r  de fo rm i t y  of the foot  o r  l eg ,  
f i nge rs ,  arm. o r  back. 

Card C 

NATIONAL HEALTH S U R V E Y  

For: 

Workers and other  persons except 
Housewives and Ch i l d ren  

1. Cannot work a t  a l l  a t  present. 

2. Can work but l i m i t e d  i n  amount 
o r  k ind of work. 

3. Can work but  l i m i t e d  i n  k ind or 
amount of ou ts ide  a c t i v i t i e s .  

4. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any of these ways. 

Card D 

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 

For: Housewife 

1. 	 Cannot keep house a t  a l l  a t  

present. 


2. Can keep house bu t  l i m i t e d  i n  


amount o r  k ind  of housework. 


3. Can keep house but  l i m i t e d  i n  
outs ide a c t i v i t i e s .  

9. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any o f  these ways. 

:ard 	 E 

NATIONAL HEALTH S U R V E Y  

For: 

Ch i l d ren  from 6 t o  16 years o l d  and 
o the rs  go ing t o  school 

1. 	 Cannot go t o  school a t  a l l  a t  
present time. 

2. 	 Can go t o  school but  l i m i t e d  t o  
c e r t a i n  types of Schools o r  i n  
school attendance. 

3 .  	Can go t o  school but  l i m i t e d  i n  
o ther  ac t  i v i t  ies. 

4. l o t  l i m i t e d  i n  any of  these ways. 

a rd  F 

NATIONAL HEALTH S U R V E Y  

For: Ch i l d ren  under 6 years o l d  

1. 	 Cannot take pa r t  a t  a l l  i n  o rd ina r  
p lay w i t h  o the r  ch i ldren.  

2 .  	 Can p lay  w i t h  other  c h i l d r e n  but 
l i m i t e d  i n  amount or k ind  of p lay 

4. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any o f  these ways. 

a rd  G 

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 

1. Confined t o  the  house a l l  t he  

t ime, except i n  emergencies. 


2. 	 Can go outs ide but  need the  help 
of another  person i n  g e t t i n g  
around outside. 

3 .  	Can go outs ide alone but have 
t r o u b l e  i n  g e t t i n g  around f r e e l y  

4. Not l i m i t e d  i n  any of  these ways. 

Card H 

NATIONAL HEALTH SURVEY 

Family Income du r ing  pas t  

12 months 


1. Under $500 ( I m l u d i n g  l oss )  

2. $ 5 0 0  - 5999 

3 .  	 51.000 - 51.999 

4. 	 $2,000 - $2.999 

5. 	 $3.000 - $3,999 

6. 	 $4,000 - 54.999 

7. 	 $5,000- 56.999 

8. 	 $7,000 - $9.999 

9. 510.000 and over. 
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