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Health Directorate 

HSE

Small firms and health risks from 
chemicals

Research shows:
Ø Very limited understanding of legal requirements
Ø Wanted to be told what they do, and do not, need 

to do;
Ø HSE literature did not reach them;
Ø Distinctions government make between health, 

safety and environment are irrelevant to them.

Awareness of legal requirements 
all users
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unaware/other comply with COSHH mention OELs
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safety and environment are irrelevant to them.
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Sources of information to 
establish if a substance is harmful
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ODEHOV 6'6 VXSSOLHU+6( RWKHU (+��� F�VHQVH QR�DQVZHU

DOO�XVHUV������KHDY\�XVHUV������

35KN16 -
7

620(7+,1*�1(('('�7+$7�
Ø JLYHV�SUDFWLFDO�DGYLFH�DQG�KHOS
Ø PDNHV�EHVW�XVH�RI�DYDLODEOH�KD]DUG�LQIRUPDWLRQ����
Ø LV�DSSOLFDEOH�D ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�FKHPLFDO�XVHV
Ø LV�HDV\�WR�XVH DQG�XQGHUVWDQG
Ø XVHV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�UHDGLO\�DFFHVVLEOH
Ø DQVZHUV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��ZKDW�GR�,�KDYH�WR�GR"

35KN16 -
9

Ø *XLGDQFH�RQ�WKH�&RQWURO�RI�6XEVWDQFHV�+D]DUGRXV�WR�+HDOWK�5HJXODWLRQV�����
Ø 3UDFWLFDO�� SODLQ�(QJOLVK�� QR�WHFKQLFDO�WHUPV
Ø 6WHS�E\�VWHS�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW
Ø 3URYLGHV�VROXWLRQV�� LGHQWLILHV�DGHTXDWH�FRQWURO
Ø 3RLQWV�WR�ZKHQ�H[SHUW�KHOS�LV�QHHGHG

:KDW�LV�&26++�HVVHQWLDOV"

35KN16 - 11

&26++�(VVHQWLDOV�SDFN
&RQWDLQV

Ø VWHS�E\�VWHS�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQW�JXLGH
Ø ���LOOXVWUDWHG�FRQWURO�JXLGDQFH�VKHHWV
Ø OHDIOHWV�LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH�&26++�DQG�&+,3�UHJXODWLRQV

$OVR�DYDLODEOH
Ø WHFKQLFDO�EDVLV��IRU�H[SHUW�XVHUV�



�

35KN16 - 13

7+(�0(7+2'�,1�287/,1(
&ODVVLILFDWLRQ�RI�KD]DUG�XVLQJ����������5�SKUDVHV

&ODVVLILFDWLRQ�RI�H[SRVXUH
4XDQWLW\��6��0�RU�/

%URDG�FRQWURO�DSSURDFK
'HWDLOHG�JXLGDQFH�RQ�XQLW�RSHUDWLRQ

'XVWLQHVV��������RU�YRODWLOLW\

SOXV
35KN16 - 15

+$=$5'�&/$66,),&$7,21�� VWHS��$+D]DUGEDQG ([DPSOHV
6HOHFWLRQ�RQEDVLV�RI�5�SKUDVHV�*XLGDQFHVKRZV�KRZ�

$ 6NLQ�DQG�H\H�LUULWDQWV%&
'
(6

+DUPIXO�RQ�VLQJOH�H[SRVXUH6HYHUHO\�LUULWDWLQJ�DQG�FRUURVLYH�6NLQ�VHQVLWLVHUV9��WR[LF�RQ�VLQJOH�H[SRVXUH�+DUPIXO�WR�UHSURGXFWLRQ&DXVH�FDQFHU�E\�JHQHWLF�GDPDJH�&DXVH�RFFXSDWLRQDO�DVWKPD+DUP��E\�VNLQ�RU�H\H�FRQWDFW

35KN16 - 17

(;32685(�&/$66,),&$7,21�� 6WHSV���%�&
4XDQWLW\

'XVWLQHVV�RUYRODWLOLW\

6ROLG /LTXLG
6��JUDP�TXDQWLWLHV0��NLORJUDP�TXDQWLWLHV/���WRQQHV

6��PLOOLOLWUH�TXDQWLWLHV0��OLWUH�TXDQWLWLHV/���FXELF�PHWUHV
/�� QRQ�IULDEOH�SHOOHW�OLNH�VROLGV0��FU\VWDOOLQH�JUDQXODU�VROLGV��+���ILQH��OLJKWSRZGHUV

/��0�RU�+�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�%3�DQG�SURFHVV�WHPS��*XLGDQFH�JLYHV�FKDUW�
35KN16 - 19
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/RZ�GXVWLQHVVRU�YRODWLOLW\ 0HGLXPYRODWLOLW\ 0HGLXPGXVWLQHVV +LJK�GXVWLQHVVRU�YRODWLOLW\4XDQWLW\

6DPH�PHWKRG�IRU�RWKHU�KD]DUG�JURXSV
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35KN16 - 20

��� *(1(5$/�9(17,/$7,21$�JRRG�VWDQGDUG�RI�JHQHUDO�YHQWLODWLRQ
��� (1*,1((5,1*�&21752/7\SLFDOO\�/(9�UDQJLQJ�IURP�VLQJOH�SRLQW�H[WUDFW�FORVHWR�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�KD]DUGV��WR�D�YHQWLODWHG�SDUWLDOHQFORVXUH

��� &217$,10(17+D]DUG�LV�FRQWDLQHG��RU�HQFORVHG��EXW�VPDOO �VFDOHEUHDFKHV�RI�FRQWDLQPHQW�PD\�EH�DFFHSWDEOH
��� 63(&,$/([SHUW�DGYLFH�QHHGHG� � VHHN�IXUWKHU�KHOS 6SHFLDO�KHOSQHHGHG

/HDVWUHGXFWLRQ�LQH[SRVXUH�

*UHDWHVW�UHGXFWLRQ�LQH[SRVXUH

35KN16 - 21

Ø DFFHVV
Ø GHVLJQ�DQG�HTXLSPHQW
ØPDLQWHQDQFH
Ø H[DPLQDWLRQ�DQG�WHVWLQJ
Ø FOHDQLQJ�DQG�KRXVHNHHSLQJ
Ø 33(��VHH�DGGLWLRQDOO\�FRQWURO�DSSURDFK�6�
Ø WUDLQLQJ
Ø VXSHUYLVLRQ

$OO�FRYHU�&21752/�$3352$&+�*8,'$1&(�6+((76

35KN16 - 24

Evaluation of COSHH Essentials

ØTelephone survey of 500 purchasers:

ü80% of purchasers have used it; 
üOnly 5% found it fairly difficult to use;
ü75% have taken action;
ü94% would recommend it to other 

businesses.
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H�&26++�(VVHQWLDOV
ØRisk assessment framework unchanged
ØLaunched 30 April 2002
ØAvailable free on the Internet
ØEasy to use
ØHigh profile publicity campaign

H&26++�(VVHQWLDOV-
user statistics

ØVisits – 65,800
ØUnique visitors – 18,430
ØAssessments completed - 25,557
Typical comments
ü I found it very helpful and user friendly
ü The new website looks really great
ü I feel it would be useful to make a hyper -text link 

from our site to yours

H�&26++�(66(17,$/6ZZZ�FRVKK�HVVHQWLDOV�RUJ�XN
1RWH��WKH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�UHPRYHG�IURP�WKLV�RQOLQH�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�± YLVLW�WKH�VLWH�JLYHQ�DERYH�IRU�D�ZRUNHG�H[DPSOH�

³2QH�6WRS´�6\VWHP�IRU�WKH�&RQWURO�RI�&KHPLFDOV&KHPLFDO�(VVHQWLDOV
• Joint HSE/Environment Agency Project
• Funded by Treasury Invest to Save Budget
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ØJoint projects to improve public 
services

Ø£250k over 2 years for staff resources 
and research

ØProduct accessible through DTI SBS 
portal

ØUpdates on website -www.isb.gov.uk

Invest to Save Budget Vision
ØInternet tool – freely available
ØIntegrated health, safety and environmental 

advice
ØPractical targeted advice
ØLinks with other relevant guidance
ØEasy to use
ØWidespread use
ØMore effective compliance

ØTechnically robust:
§ delivers accurate advice
§ software safety critically tested

ØRigorously tested to ensure:
§ guidance meets users needs
§ guidance in plain English
§ system easy to use

ØAccessible from many sources

Final Product Risk Assessment Framework

%$6,&,1)250$7,21 &21752/0($685(66$)(7<$66(660(17

+($/7+�$66(660(17

(19,5210(17$66(660(17

,17(*5$7,21
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User inputs 
Information 
(chemical & 

activity)

System 
assigns h,s&e 

categories

Appropriate 
control 
advice 

generated 
&integrated

Output 
guidance 
complied

Programming
Pathways

Pdf filesDatabase of 
chemicals/ 
products

Risk Assessment Framework Chemical Essentials –
Inputs

Minimise as far as possible
ØInformation on chemical or product

§ Safety data sheet or
§ database to supply:

• Hazard data
• Physical/chemical properties

ØInformation on task or process 
ØAmounts used and stored on site

Risk Assessment Framework
Ø Covers
Ø Scope of the system
Ø Risk assessment process

§ Basic principles
§ Categories needed
§ Process for generating and integrating advice

Ø Type of guidance produced
Ø User input information
Ø Database requirements

Project Timetable

ØPublish draft risk assessment framework for 
comment – January 2003

ØFinalise risk assessment framework –July 
2003

ØDraft guidance – Jan – Oct 2003
ØConversion to electronic system 

Spring 04---
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Ultimate goal

Fully integrated system of advice 
on chemical control freely 
available on the Internet


