TIMS SURVEILLANCE IMPORT UTILITY FAQ

August 7, 2003


What is it?

The TIMS Surveillance Import Utility is a program designed to import surveillance data into the TIMS database from other information management systems. The goal of this utility is to eliminate the duplication of data entry while providing a robust validation check to ensure accurate and efficient reporting of TB Surveillance data to the CDC.

What is required?

All that is required by the users is to create an Import File of data extracted from the State System that is structured according to the TIMS Import File Specifications.
What about NETSS?

Users that report weekly information through the TIMS’ NETSS feature will need to duplicate this reporting feature in the State System so that reporting will occur from the State System.
How will it work?

Users will extract surveillance records from the State System and create the Import File according to the TIMS Import File Specifications.  Users will then execute the TIMS Import Utility with the Import File, validate the data and assimilate the accepted records into the State’s TIMS system.  Once the data is assimilated into TIMS, users will then use TIMS to transmit surveillance data to the CDC. 
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