
 

 

Appendix SUR IX   
 
Criteria for a Positive Tuberculin Skin Test  

 

Risk Factors 
Persons with HIV infection and persons with risk factors for HIV infection whose HIV 
infection status is unknown but who are suspected of having HIV infection (≥5mm). 
Close contacts of persons with newly diagnosed infectious TB (≥5mm). 
Recent converters, as indicated by a tuberculin skin test (≥10mm increase within a 2-year 
period for those < 35 years old; ≥15 mm increase for those ≥35 years of age). 
Persons with abnormal chest radiographs that show fibrotic lesions likely to represent old 
healed TB (≥5mm). 
Intravenous drug users known to be HIV-seronegative (≥10mm). 
Persons with medical conditions that have been reported to increase the risk of 
tuberculosis (≥10mm). 

High Incidence Groups 
Foreign-born persons from high-prevalence countries (≥10mm). 
Medically under-served low-income populations, including high-risk racial or ethnic 
minority populations, especially blacks, Hispanics, and Native Americans (≥10mm). 
Residents of facilities for long-term care (e.g., correctional institutions, nursing homes, 
and mental health institutions) (≥10mm). 

No Risk Factor, Low-Incidence Group 
Persons with no risk factor and from low-incidence groups (≥15mm). 
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